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lowing extracts from Mr. Archibald’s letters give renewed testi-

mony to this fact:

—

In two villages within forty miles of Hankow, as the result of native Chris-
tians visiting their friends and preaching from house to house, the shrines of
the gods have been abolished and the idols thrown into the village ponds. In
each village there is a house of prayer. At the new year, instead of extracts
from the classics, the converts wrote on the lintels of their doors, ‘Jesus’ holy
doctrine,’ and on the door-posts appropriate texts or lines from their hymns.
Out of twenty new candidates, ten were baptized by Mr. John.
At Chang-teli, iu Hunan, we. had the joy of intercourse with three native

Christians and several inquirers whom they had influenced. Nightly, on
board our boat, had as precious meetings as ever I enjoyed at home. You
would have been cheered could you have heard the praises these Chinese
Christians gave to our Heavenly Father on the evening after we gained
(somewhat against the will of the authorities) access to the city. For our-
selves, when we tried to realize that the day is coming when the whole nation
will regard our work with similar feelings, we felt ready to endure and to
rejoice in all present opposition.

Subsequently meeting one of these men in the streets of Han-
kow, Mr. Archibald was informed by him that there are now
in Chang-teh ten unbaptized Christians who have given up
idolatry, one of them being an old literary man who has learned

the way of salvation from the printed page alone.
“ It is not easy,” saj-s Mr. Sadler, in words which the Directors

would adopt as their own, “ to tabulate all the good the colporteurs

do. They awaken thought, stimulate inquiry, and arouse interest

in the Book. They tell how good the Saviour it reveals has been

to them and theirs. Surely He who hears prayer will listen to

the entreaties of their lonely journeys! He who has said, ‘My
Word shall not return unto me void,’ will not fail to keep His

promise.”

COREA.
No portion of Holy Scripture Jias yet been printed in the

language of the twelve or fifteen millions who inhabit the

isolated land of Corea, which for 2000 years has been barred

against the outside world. Japan has now forced an entrance,

and one, if not two, evangelists from the native church of Japan
have carried across the Inland Sea the good tidings of great joy,

which they themselves heard but- the other day.

As though in preparation for this opening, the Rev. John Ross

of Moukden, with the assistance of native Coreans, began a trans-

lation of the New Testament, which, in his absence in this country,

has been almost completed by his brother missionary, the Rev.

John Macintyre of New Chwang. The language is phonetic,

and so easily acquired that the whole adult population can rend

and write. Mr. Ross having appealed to the Board the Directors

at once agreed to provide types for one Gospel, which, after care-

ful revision on Mr. Ross’s return, may be used as an experiment.
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before proceeding further. Mr. Lilley wishes to have one-half of

the' first edition sent to him in Japan.

It is a striking testimony to the power of the Word that the

Corean employed to assist Mr. Ross, aud who was entirely ignorant

of Christianity when he began the work, became in the course of

it a candidate for baptism, and is now a member of the church at

Moukden.
JAPAN.

The total circulation for the year is— Bibles, 444; New Testa-

ments, 550; Half Testaments, 1411; portions, 6330; total 8735,

being an increase of 2430 copies. But for the terrible visitation

of cholera, through which upwards of 80,000 of the population

were cut off, and which for a time entirely arrested Bible-work,

the sales would probably have been still more satisfactory.

Through the goodness of God, all who have been labouring in

connection with the Society have been spared. In his closing

letter for the year Mr. Lilley says:

—

The total is not a big oue, but, with all the drawbacks we have had, the

wonder is it is so large. Colportage here is no easy task at any time, but,

amidst a cholera epidemic and wide-spread popular discontent, it is specially

hard.

The circulation has been effected chiefly through the Central Depot in

Yokohama; Mr. Maiyama, in and around Niigata; Mr. Tsuda, in Ozaka;
Mr. Yuki, in Yamanaski Ken, our colporteurs

;
and by Mr. Yoshida (a

student evangelist in connection with Dr. Palm’s mission, who devoted nearly

three months to successful Bible-work in the province of Sendai). The book-
shops in Tokio and elsewhere have been continued with more or less success.

I cannot omit mention of the valuable co-operation of Mr. Waddell and Dr.
Faulds, of the United Presbyterian Mission

;
Dr. Palm, of the Edinburgh

Medical Mission
;
Mr. Eby, of the Canadian Wesleyan Mission; Mr. Evingtou,

of the Church Missionary Society, and others.

The men in the employment of the Society seem earnest and faithful, and
the missionaries with whom they come in contact report that they are doing a
good work. They are expected to go from door to door offering the Word,
and to commend it as they have opportunity. They are not mere book-
hawkers—indeed, with few exceptions they are more ready to preach than to

sell.
1 More men ’ is what we want, and my daily prayer is that Cod would

provide them.

Notwithstanding annoying passport regulations which seri-

ously limit the right of travel, Mr. Lilley has accomplished three

journeys into the interior. Much readiness was shown to hear the

Word from the missionaries with whom he travelled, the ser-

vices often lasting till midnight. The attitude of the people is

full of encouragement. Within a radius of forty miles from Kofu
one missionary visits nearly twenty preaching stations, several of

these being centres of large and accessible districts in which there

are many anxious to obtain the Word, as well as some one to

explain it. At Naimbu, a young convert kept back from baptism

by his father, introduced the Chinese Scriptures obtained from
Mr. Lilley into his school, and for a whole year before stated ser-
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Allusion was made in last Report to the translation of the New
Testament into the Corean language, executed, through the assist-

ance of some natives, by the Rev. John Ross of Moukden, and
completed by the Rev. John Macintyre of New Chwang. Mr.
Ross has made praiseworthy exertions to raise funds for the
printing of the entire translation. On the part of the Society, 'it

has been agreed, besides an allowance to himself and Mr. Mac-
intyre for expenses and the payment of native assistants, to provide
type for an edition of the Gospels of St. Luke and St. John, to the ex-

tent of 3000 copies. It will be the fifth new version 'of the kind
for the publication of which, either wholly or in part, the Society has
contributed. The Gospels, when ready for circulation, will be all

the more precious that they will be the only means of securing an
entrance for Christian truth into Corea, which has now the sad
distinction of being almost the only region strictly and resolutely

closed against it throughout the whole world.

INDIA.

The number of colporteurs of the Christian Vernacular Educa-
tional Society of India, engaged under Dr. Murdoch, was for-

merly 47. The number for last year is unknown, but the result

has been the circulation of 121 Bibles, 370 New Testaments, and
6124 portions; the total being 6615. Of these, to classify them
according to languages, 4230 were in Tamil, Telugu, and Malayalim
spoken in South India—793 in Bengali, 438 in Hindi or Oordu,
633 in the languages of the Punjab, and 121 in Marathi. The
decrease of 1306 in the issues, as compared with the previous year,

is attributed to sickness prevailing in certain districts, and the

want of suitable men for the work of distribution. The grant to

this figency, which is sustained at a very moderate cost to the

Society, has been increased, in the hope that a greater stimulus

nmy be given to the work, and better results secured by next year.

JAPAN.

The circulation effected in Japan by 17 labourers, in connection

with the Society’s able and industrious agent, Mr. Lilley, has been
390 Bibles, 892 Testaments, and 9297 portions

;
in all, 10,579. He'

has opened a new depository at 77 Main Street, Yokohama, and
describes it as exceedingly convenient. Several reports from his

colporteurs had not come in before he had to post his letter. He
has some difficulty with them. It is not easy in Japan as yet to

find the man that can be trusted in such work. There is the case

of one colporteur, who was zealous enough and did good work, but

C
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from the able pen of Mrs. Williamson in two Quarterly Record.s

of the year, in which she affirms that ‘it is precisely at the spots

where the National Bible Society of Scotland did most thorough
work that converts are now being gathered in/ and tells more par-

ticularly the story of a New Testament which has led men of two
generations, without sound or sight of a missionary, to the know-
ledge of the Saviour. The sales of the present year amount to

one-fifth of the sales of the previous seventeen years; but all the

more may it be well to add that it is not always the largest

sales that are the most fruitful. The well-tended seed, not that

most thickly sown, best repays the toil of the husbandman.
The second and third visit of the colporteur may be fraught with

richer issues than the first. He sells fewer books, but sells them
possibly to those who do not buy from mere curiosity but from

desire to know more fully ‘the doctrine' which his first visit

brought to their doors.

The young men charged with this work, and the native Christian

colporteurs who labour with them in it, claim the sympathy and
prayers of those who have sent them forth. Each of them has his

distinctive character and methods
;
but all appear to share a mea-

sure of the apostolic spirit—patiently enduring hardship, insult,

danger, and isolation from Christian society and privileges. May
they have the blessing of him who was separated from his brethren,

and the joy of providing out of richer storehouses than those of

Egypt the bread of life for thousands perishing for hunger!

COREA.
The Corean printing-press has been set up in Manchuria, forty

thousand types, skilfully selected in Japan by Mr. Lilley, have
reached New Chwang; already some small specimens of printing

have been sent home, and in a few months Mr. Ross and Mr.

Macintyre hope to publish the Gospels of Luke and John. The
delay which has occurred cannot be regretted, since it has given

time for more careful revision of the MS. Eour several times has

Mr. Macintyre reviewed it clause by clause and word by word.

The ability as well as care of the translators appears in the fact

that though they had not the advantage of the Corean Dictionary
and Grammar, just published in Japan by the Roman Catholic

Bishop, they find no word in their version which does not appear

in the dictionary, nor any apparently un idiomatic phrase. As in

all new versions, improvements will doubtless continue to suggest

themselves, but there seems every ground for congratulation on
the accomplishment, under peculiar difficulties, of tins first trans-

lation of the New Testament Scriptures from the original Greek
into the tongue 'of Corea. The Directors rejoice that the small

assistance rendered by the Society has done something to encour-

age the translators, and they trust to be permitted in due course

to aid them in the publication of the entire New Testament.
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of Hankow, hitherto unvisited, embracing such cities as Ping

Kiung, Wan-tsai, Shin-Chang, and Ning Chow. At Ping Kiang,

tlie travellers enjoyed an unwonted experience, in the remarkable

kindness of the chief magistrate, and also of one of the Hunan
literati,

at Tioo Yang, when the crowd pressed upon them by thou-

sands, and, but for the judicious precautions of the magistrate, they

might have been in some danger. In a month they had sold all their

Ixujks, though they had started with eight coolies, carrying 250

Testaments, 4000 Gospels and portions, 1500 Christian books, and

4000 sheet tracts. Mention is made of another journey—Mr.
Archibald prosecuting it by water, and Mr. Wilson by land—to the

borders of the Hunan province, in which, though the success was
not so great, the change on the part of the natives, who accorded

them a friendly reception, was gratifying, as evidence that they

were better understood and more favourably regarded. Another
journey is detailed in Hupeh, Honan, and Nganhui. On a review

of his work, while he laments that instances of conversion cannot

I hi adduced, and that in some cases' deep hostility to the cause of

t lie Gospel was manifest, Mr. Archibald is comforted by the spirit

of inquiry awakened in some minds. “ Over a vast district,” he
writes, “ where the foreigner was at first received with great sus-

picion, a work of preparation has manifestly been done; and, were
the labourers at all commensurate with the needs of the harvest-field,

churches might be speedily gathered in many towns and villages.”

llis sales have been 667 Testaments, and 12,855 portions.

I-Ciiang.—

T

he sales of Mr. Wood, the colporteur evangelist sent

out by the Church of Scotland, and partly sustained by a grant
from the Society, are reported to amount to 1 Bible, 27 Testaments,
and 2266 portions. Beyond these issues his work does not come
under the review of the Directors, but they have reason to believe

him a faithful labourer, and are grateful to him for the extent to

which he promotes their special object.

COREA.
The Gospels of Luke and John, in the Corean language, printed

from types supplied By the Society, have been issued from the press.
< )no-third of the impression was despatched to Mr. Thomson in Japan,
that from that country copies might be introduced into Corea; while
the rest was retained by Mr. Ross, that copies might be introduced
from Manchuria. A desire was expressed in the last Report that
the Society might be able to continue the assistance given to the
translators, Messrs Macintyre afid Ross, till the whole of the New
I'catament was published, but Mr. Ross has entered into relations
Nv*th the British and Foreign Bible Society for this purpose. For
fbo sake of Corea—the last country which formally opposed the
tiutmnee of the Christian religion, but which has now opened three
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treaty ports for intercourse and trade with the foreigner—it is

cordially desired that the version, when completed and published,

may find a wide dissemination, and be followed with the Divine

blessing. Mr. Archibald has written in strong and urgent terms

that an effort should be made to turn the present access effected

into Corea to good and immediate account. Mr. Griffith John had
already suggested that Mr. Wilson might be employed in this

service. The Directors have submitted the matter to Mr. Wilson’s

consideration, and await his answer.

DUTCH EAST INDIES.

Mrs. Eoskott, the widow of the author of the Malay version, has

exerted herself diligently for the distribution of it, until the im-

pression is exhausted. She . applied earnestly for a fresh supply

;

and, considering that it had met with so good a sale, the Directors

agreed to print a new impression. The version, revised and edited

by the Eev. Mr. Klinkert, is passing through the press in Haarlem,
at a cost to the Society of £161. A grant of £30 was made on

behalf of the Madurese version, in the course of being printed by

the Eev. J. 0. Esser, missionary to the Madurese in the East of

Java, and son of Mr. Esser of the Hague, to whom the Society has

been indebted for much kind service in connection with these

versions.

INDIA.

Writing from Beawr, Eajpootana, the Eev. Williamson Shoolbred

gives an interesting account of two experienced agents who were kept

steadily employed in long journeys through the country, commis-
sioned not merely to sell Scriptures, but to act as Evangelists. They
sold 89 parts only, but enjoyed singularly favourable opportunities

for preaching the Gospel, and in many places were received with

kindness. At Sadhir, a priest of a temple in one of the villages,

seemed impressed with the truth they declared, invited them to

lodge with him, and entertained them for two days. He expressed

regret at parting with them, and, on receiving a Gospel, urged them
to return speedily, that he might be better instructed in the way of

salvation through Christ. Near Jaimagar, they fell in with a band
of Banjuries, the gipsy carriers of India, who are described as “a
race of wild iron men and women, without a vestige of culture.”

This rude people heard the Gospel with eagerness, and expended
their wages, so hardly earned, in the purchase of Gospels. Mr.

Shoolbred remarks, “If the Banjuries are beginning to read and

think, and thirst for ‘ the water of life,’ of whom among the many
millions of India need we despair?”

The Directors had the pleasure of an interview in Glasgow with

Dr. Murdoch, of the Christian Vernacular Education Society for

India, with whom the Directors have co-operated in spreading

the Scriptures in India. He supplied important information and
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\t Tiyama the work of one of the Society’s colporteurs,

,,
.ompanied by an evangelist, led to a local revival. A
..sionary in another district, in winch five colporteurs labour,

pirts that great blessing has followed the sale of the Scrip-

(
., irS and that some who had bought and studied the Book

u, re almost ready for baptism. Colportage, too, is a training

hool for evangelists. Again and again your agents pass into

,l lt> direct service of the churches. A graceful recognition of

t l„. missionary and helpful character of Bible Society work was

:ide at the General Missionary Conference held in Osaka in

\| al-ch, when, at a joint communion service, a collection was
,„[e and divided among the three Bible Societies.

Japan is ripe for the Gospel. Showers of blessing are already

I scemling, and even now there is promise of a deeper appre-

iision of spiritual truth, new conviction of sin, and new
votion to Christ throughout the native church.

It would be unfair to close this notice of work in Japan with-

it acknowledging the continued energy and able manage-
. ut of business shown by Mr. Thomson. He is earning for

i imself a good degree. Others recognise his value. He has

m appointed treasurer to the Permanent Committee, and,

ulli the cordial consent of the Board, is now acting, in con-
- motion with a Committee of Missionaries, as honorary agent

i I lie British and Foreign Bible Society during the regretted
1 -si-uce of Mr. Taylor.

The Directors have to announce that Mr. Robert Lilley has
•u resigned his connection with the Society and with its

-.coney in Japan. They arc sure that very many in that

entry and at home will join them in the regret with which
-y see this connection severed. They gratefully recall the
any admirable qualities of their friend and agent, and a faith-

I, intelligent service in China and Japan, which has left its

ark on the history of the Society during the past thirteen
ais. They trust soon to learn that Mr. Lilley has obtained

'a the United States some congenial employment, in which his
* i ling character and high attainments Avill find fit opportunity

' further usefulness.

COREA.
As the Society had the privilege of printing the first pages

" " hicli Gospel truth was presented to the people of Corea in
' " ir own tongue, so has it now been the first Bible Society to

‘ "'I an agent to the Hermit Land. Most fittingly has this
•wnt been found in the person of a Japanese Christian, Mr.
pagasrtka, depositary at Tokio. In June he obtained passage
111 11 Japanese gunboat to Fusan, spent some time in the country,
"'J succeeded in arranging for the disposal of the 2000 copies

1 1 * '"roan, Chinese, and Japanese Scriptures lie took with him.
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Mr. Douthwaite of Chefoo received authority from the Board
to make a visit to Corea from the western side, but the result is

not yet known.
It is, however, due to the Rev. John Ross of Moukden, wlm

first began to translate the Scriptures into Corean, to say that

the first Gospels that made their way into the country were
carried thither by natives who procured them from himself at

Moukden and New Chwang. ‘ One man,’ says Mr. Ross, ‘visited

several cities to give copies to his friends. I have heard that

they were eagerly read. . . . The general consensus of

opinion is reported to be that this is a religion much superior

to the native Buddhism, and many have expressed regret at not

having heard of it earlier.’

The Directors understand that a new' translation into Corean

has been begun in Japan, and that a proposal has been mad*
that the native church of that country should charge itself with

the evangelisation of Corea. There is hope that the new treat v

will secure every freedom that could be desired for Bible and

Mission work, and that in the course of another year ‘the land

of morning calm ’ will see the bright dawn of the Gospel day.

AFRICA.
Cape Colony and Kaffraria.—The health ot the Western

Secretary having been somewhat impaired at the beginning el

the year, he was advised to seek rest and change in a voyag
to South Africa. When travelling through the Colony, In

found opportunities to tell something of the Society's work it

various towns, and not altogether without result. At (Jra ha up-

town and Somerset East spontaneous and generous contribu-

tions were handed to him. At the town last named he had tin

privilege of forming a Juvenile Bible Society, which no"

includes almost every young person in connection with t In

Presbyterian Church there, and of taking part in the resuscita-

tion of the local Auxiliary Bible Society. These two associa-

tions were affiliated to the British and foreign Society, whom
interests in the Colony your Secretary was thus happy t

promote. The Directors have agreed to apply the £2i) 2s. lu

brought home from Africa to encourage the use of Kalla

Scriptures in native churches and schools. To all who showi d

Mr. Slowan kindness in the Translcei and throughout the

Colony they tender cordial thanks.

Lovedale.—Further supplies of the Scriptures were sent (•

Dr. Stewart. Among the other agencies and influences "which

are said to make a sojourn at Lovedale, ‘ a polite education,’ an

found not only the Bible but the ‘Bible Box.’ The Kaffir k

taught here many lessons, and, not the least important one, that
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Murray—more ancl more of the Word of'Tife, sold and read and

Mossed.

Sw’ATOW and Singapore.

—

Colport&ge with varied success lias

Ivon tried in both these places, but no specialty in its character

r results falls to be recorded.

! I

Ichang.—Mr. Wood, of the Church of Scotland Mission, reports

jo Testaments and 2072 portions as sold for the Society.

COREA.

So interesting was the narrative furnished by Mr. Thomson of his

\ortions to establish eolportage and spread the Scriptures in this

, ituntry, that it was given in full in the Quarterly llecord. Suffice

it to say here, that having selected two men to accompany him
members of the Methodist Church in Tokio, whom he hoped to

I. avc as colporteurs on his return to Japan, he sailed with Mrs.

I liomson and Mrs. Sugano, the wife of one of the colporteurs, from
Nagasaki to Busan, a port of Corea. He sought out a suitable

place for a depot in Busan—he explored in several journeys its im-
mediate vicinity, and made a special visit to a city named Torai,

« here he was very courteously received by the Governor. During
liis journeys in this region of the world, so recently opened up to

• liristian enterprise, Mrs. Thomson was with him, cheerfully bear-

ing toil and braving danger with her husband.
To what extent there lias been success in the diffusion of the

Word of Life, will be better understood when details of the circula-

tion have been received. It is some cloud on an effort, so stren-

uously made to organize the first regular eolportage in Corea, that

"iio of the colporteurs selected for the work has proved unworthy
"f trust and has been dismissed. It is a useful lesson, however,
"'lieu such painful incidents teach the need of looking beyond
instruments to Him who can give the fit instrument, and knows
l‘«\v to wield it for His own cause and glory.

DUTCH EAST INDIES.

It has been formerly reported that the Malay New Testament
"ns undergoing revision by the Rev. Mr. Klinkert. The version

t

Inis been finished, and an edition of 1000 copies has been printed

[

n *“l sent off to the care of Mr. Brouwer, Java. Through his kind
' Portions, along with those of Mrs. Roskott, it is hoped the version
111 its improved form will sell at least as rapidly as the last edition,
w *iich in the sales effected brought back nearly half of the entire
uiiu expended on it.
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COREA.
Sugano maintains his ground in Fusan. 'He has been supplied

this year with 1 155 copies of the Gospels of Luke and John, as
translated by the Rev. John Ross of Moukden. Sugano reporu
some curiosity and interest on the part of the people who throng
the depot on market days to read the books, but are too poor to

buy. ‘ They have entirely worn out the mats at the front of

the store.’ The Scriptures arc named Kukiyo, the Old Doctrines

Sygano has ventured on one journey into the interior. The
educated class would not buy, and did their best to interrupt

his work. In Tayogu he paid his respects to the Governor of

three provinces, who received him kindly, - gave him presents,

and appointed him a guard of twelve soldiers. In this journey

he sold upwards of 100 Scriptures and tracts.

Colportage has already, the Directors are happy to be informal,

been begun in the capital by one of Mr. Ross’s Corean converts,

who reports ‘over seventy men applicants .for baptism.’ The
field is not yet fully open, but both seed and sower are

entering it, with how much reason for hope is already known
Writing to Mr. Archibald of Hankow, the Rev. J. Webster,

of the United Presbyterian Mission at New Chwang, gives

briefly a remarkable testimony to the power of the written

Word on the southern side of the Corean gate, and encourages

the hope of similar results in Corea itself.

EIGHTY BAPTISMS IN MANCHURIA.

I have just returned from a memorable journey. Mr. Ross and l

have been over the ground where the old chiefs of the Manchu race li<

buried—the old battle ground between the Manchus and Chinese in

territory where no foreigner had ever been. We were among the valleys

where 3000 Corean families from over the Yalu have settled, and when

two years ago a remarkable revival took place through the circulation

of Gospels and tracts, and the living testimony of a solitary nativ*

colporteur. We had the joy of seeing the fruit of this movement, and

of admitting nearly 80 persons into the fellowship of Christ’s Chun

!

by baptism. Their motives, spirit, understanding, everything indicat*

something more than man at work, and I have not the shadow of 1

doubt that God has begun a work in these valleys which will solve the

problem— ‘ How to evangelise Corea.’

SOUTH AMERICA.
Brazil.—The Directors have had the pleasure of welcoming

to this country their correspondent, Mr. James Fanstonc, wh' -

since 1878 has represented the Society, in Pernambuco. H’

mission church there has an interesting history, ft originated i"

the visit of a colporteur from Rio about fourteen years ago. II |N





was equally delighted with the religious services conducted in a

native Baptist church. Such facts, while they supply evidence of

the growth and spread of Christianity in Japan, make it intelligible.

The number of Christians,” says Mr. Thomson, “ in Japan at the

present time is over 12,000, and as we have now a weekly

ivcord of baptisms it is easy to keep trace of the increase. There

nre, on an average, 100 people being baptised every week just now,

.Hid the number seems to be on the increase.”

The colporteurs employed have been fifty-four in number,

lmt the average number per month has been thirty-six. They
belong to almost every mission in Japan. They have sold 611

Itibles, 10,437 Testaments, and 45,288 portions.

During Mr. Thomson’s absence on furlough in Scotland, his

brother Robert had acted for him with diligence and success. He
had earned the good opinion of the missionaries on the spot. Since

his brother’s return he has undertaken important journeys for the

Society north and south.

COREA.
On the 4th July Mr. Thomson, accompanied by Mrs. Thomson,

sailed for Corea on a tour of inspection. He took with him Seino,

a Japanese colporteur from the Bay of Sendai, to which allusion

has already
#
been made, as interesting not merely for its extreme

loveliness, but from the rise and growth on its shores of two native

churches, through the dissemination of Chinese Scriptures. He
found Sugano and his wife in good health, but Fusan, the port at

which he landed, and indeed the whole country, in a deplorable

condition. Cholera had been raging, a cordon was established

round the port, and “ outside the settlement the bodies of those

who had died of the disease were lying in dozens unburied.”

Severe famines added to the havoc wrought by disease. Trade
was utterly stagnant. The people were reduced to the direst

poverty. The Coreans had crowded the depot, before the town
was closed on account of the cholera, and for hours would read the
1 >ooks which they could not afford to purchase, and converse with
Sugano upon Christianity. Mr. Thomson is opposed to the

gratuitous distribution of the Scriptures, but he raises the question

whether some relaxation of this rule might not be advisable in the

case of the Coreans, eager to read, willing to buy, but unable to do
so under the deep indigence to which the oppression of cen-

turies has reduced them. Sugano had made every effort to sell,

and had travelled into the interior as far as 120 miles for the

purpose, but everywhere he was met with the same evidence of

wretchedness. Mr. Thomson sailed to Insen, and was nearly

wrecked by the way upon a rock called Single Island. On reach-
ing Chemulpo, he found a letter awaiting him from the Rev. H. G.

Underwood, informing him that he had made arrangements for

him and his wife journeying to the capital, Seoul—a distance of

thirty miles. Mr. Underwood, who belongs to the American Presby-
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terian Mission, received the jaded travellers most hospitably. Oil
the Sunday, Mr. Thomson, after addressing a meeting in a room of
the Japanese Legation, told them on what errand he had come
and how “ the door of faith ” had been opened to the Japanese
In the afternoon an event occurred, the narrative of which mav
fitly close the account of the work in Corea, and which supplied
evidence that even in the darkest corners, the Word of itself can
kindle light and convert a soul.

“ In the afternoon of that Sunday, was the most interesting service of nil

At it the first baptism of a Corean, in connection with a Protestant Churcli,
took place. As the attitude of the Government towards those who prof-

,

Christianity is not yet known, and as it is believed to be hostile, it was deter-

mined to observe the utmost secrecy in connection with it. There were about
fourteen foreigners present, and one Japanese (a Christian). The service \vn,

a very solemn one, and I could not help a feeling of awe coming over me as I

looked upon the face of the man who had taken the vows of Christ upon him,
and who, for the profession of his faith which he made, might be called upon
at no distant date to give up his life for Christ’s sake. All the Corean km
vants about the place were carefully excluded. The man answered, in a cairn,

clear voice, the questions put to him by Mr. Underwood, who baptised him.
He took -everything off his head when he was baptised. Mr. Underwood
asked me what I thought about this matter, as the Coreans never take off theii

head-bands in public. I advised taking everything off, but I thought tin

Corean appeared a little ashamed to appear in public—minus his head gear.

But I have an interesting fact about this first Corean convert baptised in hi-

own country. It was reading the Scriptures, and the Scriptures only, that led

him to the knowledge of the truth. He said so himself, and Mr. Underwood
testifies to the truth of the statement.”

Mr. Thomson explains how the Corean read and studied a

Gospel, how he procured other Scriptures and read them, how on

examination lie evinced his knowledge of what he had read b\

very satisfactory answers, and how, when he applied for baptism,

and Mr. Underwood consulted his brethren on the subject, they

came to the conclusion that baptism could not be withheld. “
1

consider it,” says Mr. Thomson, “a triumph of our work that tin-

very first convert gathered in, in a new land like Corea, should

confess that it was the study of the Bible that led him to Christ."

Altogether the issues in Corea have been 1250 portions.

SYRIA.

Mr. Connor, who, while resident at Damascus, belonged to lhe

Bedouin Mission founded by Lord Polwarth, and who in this

capacity aided the Society in the distribution of the Scriptures, i-*

now connected with the Church Missionary Society. He was sent

to Irbid, Ajalun, but no communication has come from him

as yet in regard to Bible work. Miss Williams Writes in regard

to a grant of £10 for Bibles, that she has on the strength of it

sold 36 Bibles, 38 Testaments, and 137 portions. Her station i>
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by 10,000 copies, a falling-off due to no decrease in the demand
but mainly to strenuous efforts made to reduce the cost of
.circulation, and to the keen competition of other agencies.

COLPORTAGE.—On the average forty-one native colporteurs

have been employed throughout the year. One man sold 1246
copies, another 1 189, a third 1097, and a fourth 947. Ishiguro, of
Niigata, whose name, once a by-word in that city for wickedness,

became after his conversion equally famous for piety, now leaves

the Society’s staff after seven years’ active service. He is an old

man and no longer able to traverse the country, though he sold,

this year, 808 volumes.

Mr. Robert A. Thomson has been chiefly occupied with

office work, but reports one extensive and successful journey
through the south-western provinces, in the course of which he
travelled 2000 miles, and sold nearly 1400 New Testaments and
portions. At Imbari, in the island of Shikoku, his room was
crowded with inquirers and others till after midnight.

Religious Tract Society.—The Board gladly allow their

agent in Japan to give such assistance as may be in his power
to the kindred work of the Tract Society. This service

lias been gratefully recognised by the London Committee,
who contribute in return a small proportion of the agent’s

support.

Two well-authenticated examples of the power of the written

Word in Japan have recently been published, and the quotation

of them may fitly close this brief notice of the Society’s agency
in that country. Mr. Gibson says—‘ I was present at worship in

the college chapel (Kioto), when over 300 students were addressed

by Mr Nishima, a native minister, the president. He first

received the Gospel from a New Testament which somehow came
into his hands in the old days when it was death to profess

Christianity.’ Mr. Fyson, quoting from a publication of the

Church Missionary Society, says—‘When the British fleet sailed

up the harbour of Nagasaki, in 1854, a Testament, accidentally

dropped overboard, was picked up by Wakasa, the Japanese
commander-in-chief. It was the means of his conversion, and he

and his family were baptised in 1866.’

COREA.
Colporteur Sugano died at his post, in Pusan, early in the year,

and the Society’s other colporteur had to be dismissed from the

capital. At the urgent request of the American missionaries,

submitted by the Rev. H. G. Underwood, who visited Japan for

the purpose, Mr. Thomson consented to print a small edition

2000 copies, of their translation of St. Mark’s Gospel, on condition
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that the other Bible Societies share in it at will. The version of

Mr. Ross, it is stated, is not available for the Seoul district.

An earnest appeal has reached the Board, through Mr. Under-
wood, calling them to resume work in Corea. The little church
at Seoul now numbers fifteen members, one or two of whom
may be employed as colporteurs.

SOUTH AMERICA.
BRAZIL.—Three colporteurs have worked more or less regu-

larly under the care of the Rev. James Fanstone, of Pernambuco.
Their sales—579 Bibles and Testaments and 2153 portions—are

encouraging, especially when the peculiar and difficult nature of

the field is considered. In July, when visiting a village near

Pernambuco, one of the colporteurs had to escape for his life from

a party of men who had planned to attack him. In reporting

the admission to the church of thirty converts, Mr. Fanstone
adds— ‘ In several of these cases the Bible has been directly

instrumental in winning the soul for Christ.’

RlO GrANDE l)0 Sul.—

T

he Rev. E. Vauorden, in a recent

interview with the Board, informed them that nine members ol

his church, including the young evangelist at present in charge

of it, were converted by means of Scriptures or tracts supplied to

them by colporteurs, towards whose support the Society formerly

contributed.

AFRICA.
North Africa.—A small grant of Scriptures was made to

Mr. Lamb, whose earnest work among the Kabyles is well known
in the West of Scotland. It is told of one of these people, cm
ployed as a translator by the Rev. E. F. Baldwin, of Tangier,

that while ‘reading and pondering the First Epistle of John a

great light from God seemed to break upon his soul, and since

then he has been a consistent believer.’ This educated man was

a devoted Moslem, and had never seen a Bible till he met the

missionary in May, 1886. Another received the Word as the

thirsty land drinks in the early and the latter rain. ‘ At the first

sitting he read the first nineteen chapters of Matthew. He
stayed some days, reading day and night, saying only hunger
drove him from the Word. He wished us to lend him the

volume for a month that he might copy as much as possible for

his own use. We of course gave him a copy.’

West Coast.—

E

fik New Testaments, to the number of 250,

have been supplied to Old Calabar. .King Eyo VII. recently

sent an offering of £\o to one of the Scottish Churches in aid of

its effort to raise a special sum of £20,000 for missions, thus

joining himself to the ancient kings of Sheba and Seba who
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THE AINU VERSION.

Perhaps the most interesting item in the year’s work in Japan,

is the printing of the Epistles to the Galatians, Ephesians, and

I’liilippians in Ainu, for the people of the north island. The
translator, the Rev. John Batchelor, of the Church Missionary

Society, has since 1879 devoted himself to this race, which re-

presents the aboriginal inhabitants of Japan. After nine years’

'.ibour there were only nine converts—as in Japan itself after

ten years’ labour there were only ten—but last year Mr. Batchelor

had the happiness of baptising 171, with 200 catechumens still

under instruction. * Every woman in Piratori, the old Ainu
capital, has accepted Christ as her Saviour—a glorious triumph

of the Cross where hitherto no woman has been allowed to

worship God.’ Mr. Batchelor has taught about thirty of the

converts to read, and has many more under instruction. The
British and Foreign Bible Society have courteously waived their

separate title to the version which, at the request of the Church
Missionary Society, they had agreed to publish

;
and the United

( ’omqriittee have the privilege of placing this first portion of it in

the hands of the earliest converts from among the once savage
.uul degraded Ainus.

KOREA.

The Board have received a cordial acknowledgment from the

Permanent Bible Committee of Korea of the assistance given by
the Society in common with the Rev. John Ross and the

British and Foreign Bible Society, in the publication of Mr.
Ross’s version of the New Testament in Korean—which ‘version

has been of great assistance’ to the Committee. More recently
the Permanent Committee, who practically represent all the

Protestant Missions in the field, have approached the Board
with a view to the Society’s joining the British and Foreign and
the American Bible Societies in providing the cost of the new
translation on which the Committee are at present engaged.
The proposal is receiving favourable consideration.

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

In Algeria, - - - 78 158 477 713
,, Old Calabar, - 50 So
,, Livingstonia, • — 2,006 2,006

„ Blantyre, - - - — — 1,838 1,838

,, Kaffraria, 1,044 128 — 1,172

Total, 1,122 336 4,321 5-779
Increase, 725 copies.
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the meanwhile were secured, and the business of the Society

luis sustained no serious interruption. Specimens of three new

editions- of the Scriptures in Japanese, have been sent home to the

board.

The Bible Societies’ Committee.have seized the opportunity

which the war affords, of- distributing Scriptures among the

soldiers. An impression of St. John’s Gospel, to the number of 2000,

has been thrown off for distribution amongst them. Mr. Loomis,

, the American Society, himself an old soldier’, has distinguished

himself by his zeal and energy in providing for their wants. At
Hiroshima, a city which he describes as “the centre of both

political and military activity in Japan,” he obtained access to the

hospitals in which the sick and wounded Chinese prisoners were

treated, and found that they enjoyed the same treatment as the

Japanese soldiers, and that, he adds, “included every needed

onufort, and the bestjnedical care.” Coming from different parts

of China, the wounded, if they returned home, would carry with

them different impressions of the Japanese, and not a few copies of

the Chino-Japanese Scriptures. The result is described as “a
powerful and practical demonstration -of the blessings which flow

from the influence of Christianity,” and, he adds, “ when I asked
.i Chinese colonel what he thought of Christianity, and if he
understood the significance of the red cross that was on the sleeve

of every patient,” he replied, “that he realised that it was the

teaching of Christ which made people kind to their enemies, and
that he was ready to accept much of what he had learned, both
from the missionaries in his own country, and also what he had
read in the New Testament which he had received, and was
reading very carefully.”

. .

It seems that 90,000 men, at the time Mr. Loomis writes, were
waiting at Hiroshima for orders to move on to the scene of action,

and that access to them is easy and open. It is “a day of

visitation” to these soldiers; prayer and grace may turn it into
“ a day of salvation.”

KOREA. .

It is pleasing to find that amid the din and tumult of war the

great work proceeds apace, which, under the rule and guidance of

the Prince of Peace, is to end in a millennium when war will be
unknown. It is, besides, the harbinger of a greater unity, when
three Bible Societies in Europe and America unite in encouraging
and assisting the missionaries in Korea to furnish its inhabitants

with a version of the Scriptures in their own tongue. Good
progress is reported in the preparation of it. Writing from Seoul,
on the 24th of October, 1894, in the name of the Permanent
Executive Bible Committee, Dr. Scranton states that the transla-

tions of the Gospel of St. Matthew and the Acts of the Apostles,
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1500 copies each, are passing through the press. Korea was th.

source and subject of the struggle between the two nation.,

presently at war. The Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of

God, may do more than both nations, were they in alliance and
not in conflict, could do for that country. The Board had great

pleasure in voting, in addition to a previous grant, £25 toward-

defraying the expense of publishing the Acts, and 1500 copies «.f

each of the three remaining Gospels.

AFRICA.

Supplies of the sacred volume have been sent to various plan -

on this Continent, but the chief business of the Board has been in

reference to three missions of special interest.

Calabar.

—

The oldest mission with which the Society lm-

been connected for many years in giving the Scriptures to tin-

Dark Continent, is still occupied in the duty of translating a>

well as circulating the Scriptures, for the benefit of the natives >!

this region. A request was submitted from the “Old Calalmr

Missionary Committee,” that the Efik Psalms and the Gospel ol

St. Luke should be printed and bound together. In little moo
than two months the printing was accomplished and 500 copi- >

were on their way to Calabar. On a request for a supply of tli<*

Old Testament in Efik, it was found that only ten copies wore

left in stock, and a new impression of 500 copies was ordered, and

is passing through the press. At the suggestion of one of tin

missionaries who happened tojbe at home, the Rev. A. Cruickshank,

it was agreed to lower the price of both the Old and New Testa-

ments. He writes that a number of the natives are quite able t"

buy them at the proposed prices, and it will be good for those wlm

are able to pay the full cost, to do so. The history of this, tin'

earliest version which the Society gave to the world, is instructive

It cost £882. The total receipts including donations from tin

Mission Board of the United Presbyterian Church, to the amount

of £250, out of a fund at their disposal for such purposes, hav*

been £400. An additional contribution of £50 from the saim

source has recently been made, while a donation of £100 from

some anonymous benefactor, through the Treasurer of the saim

Church, has come to the Society. It was with some anxiety that

the Committee ventured on the cost of new versions, but tiny

have had their reward, and the wisdom of the Calabar mission

aries in teaching the natives to pay for their religious literatim

is a good example and an encouragement to follow the same

course elsewhere.
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The United Committee have thought it well to arrange for a
distribution of 4000 Gospels, among policemen and prison
officials in Tokyo

;
also, in Nagoya, a city of 200,000

inhabitants and a Buddhist stronghold
;
and in the northern

garrison town of Sendai. Advantage was taken of the Kyoto
Exhibition to set up a stall for the exhibition and sale of the
Scriptures, and to distribute copies of a pamphlet explaining
the object of the Bible Societies and presenting specimens of
Scriptures in various languages.

Dr. John Fryer, of Shanghai, when recently visiting Japan,
was impressed by the fact that books were everywhere, and were
everywhere bought and read—in the inns, on the railway, in

the steamers—the very shopman would lay aside a work on
political economy or chemistry to wait on his customer. The
Bible Societies are doing their part to take advantage of this

enthusiasm for books and to give it right direction. The Board
have been interested in several specimen copies of new editions

received this year from the Societies’ Committee. These
comprise various Portions, and a Pocket Bible, of 700 pages,

which is sold without loss at elevenpence. The paper, printing,

binding, and cheapness of the books are alike admirable.

It is understood that a further instalment of the Ainu
version, consisting of the Book of Psalms, is now at press,

along with a revised edition of the Gospels, the Book of Acts,

and the Epistle to the Romans.
The Board congratulate the Bible Societies’ Committee on

the ability and success with which the work of the year has been

prosecuted. Evidences only too abundant of the subtlety and

power of the adversary, however, combine with such signs of

progress to urge new consecration and more believing prayer.

It were vain to suppose that Christianity holds the field in

Japan. It has only begun to make good its footing. Japan is

on its way indeed to become a great nation. May its greatness

be based on righteousness, and its national life be kept pure

from the sins that are a reproach to the Christendom of the west!

Towards such a consummation all true Gospel effort tends.

KOREA.

The Board have brief but satisfactory intimation from the

Permanent Committee of Missionaries to the effect that, with

the help of the three Bible Societies which are taking a common
interest in this version, 1500 copies of the Revised Gospels of

St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. John, with the Book of Acts, have

now been published, while the Gospel of St. Luke is at press

and that much translation work has been done on the other

books of the New Testament.
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again, their debt in this respect, a debt which, in common with

many others of the kind, they are not asked and could not hope

to pay.

They close their references to China in words borrowed largely

from those with which two of their Agents sum up the record

of the year. With Mr. Archibald they humbly recognise the

goodness of Almighty God in sparing their staff in unbroken
number, when other missions have lost some of their best men
by the stroke of death. They “ rejoice over the more friendly

attitude of officials and people, and over the quietness which has

generally prevailed. Most of all are they thankful for the great

movements in favour of Christianity reported from various pro-

vinces, including Fookien, Chekiang, and Hupeh.”
In the same strain Mr. Annand says, in the latest letter received

from him,. “No one can travel in this country with open eyes

and unbiassed mind without being impressed with the progress

the Christian religion is making. In every market town we met
Church members, or those who had given in their names as

inquirers, and in not a few places of business we found the

master or some of his servants Christians. One thing struck

me as noteworthy about the Christians in the Shan-hai-kuan
region, and that was their boldness in confessing Christ. They
spoke as those who thought it an honour to bear His name.
In one place I had handed some books round for the

inspection of the bystanders. Among them was an old man
of fine appearance, who, when I handed him a copy, pointed

to his heart, and said :
‘ I thauk God that the doctrine of

which you have been speaking is not only in this book but

iu my heart. Seven years ago I was led to know Christ, and
since then His Word has been my counsellor.’ He spoke

a few words to the crowd, and then left to sell his grain, for

he was a farmer.”

A sentence from a recent letter from Dr. Griffith John may
fitly follow. Writing on 25th October, he says :

“ God is working
iu China in these days with great power, and the bright day for

which we have been long praying and working is about to break

upon us. There has been a vast amount of seed sowing in

connection with every department of the work, and the harvest is

not far off.”

KOREA.
The Board have been happy to further assist the Permanent

Committee of Missionaries iu publishing 5000 of the Gospels of

St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John, and the Book of Acts. They
have received specimen copies of two Gospels issued in a

compact form, each book costing a little over four cents.
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and grander, even the turning of each individual heart and
life to Him who has committed to it the Word of Reconcilia-

tion, ‘To wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the world
unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.’ It is

with this aim and hope that the Japan Committee ‘go forward
with fresh courage, assured that their labour is not in vain in

the Lord.’

KOREA.

The Board have been glad to renew the small assistance asked
towards the expenses of the Translation Committee, who appeal
now to have issued in all 26,500 copies of the Gospels and the

Book of Acts. Mr. Braithwaite forwards some interesting par-

ticulars of a movement towards Christianity, through which
several hundred Koreans would appear to have become Chris-

tians. Many, in places to which no missionary has penetrated,

are said to have gained their knowledge of the truth through

books or from the lips of native Christians.

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Algeria, - 60 358 507 . 925

Old Calabar, - — 520 — 520

Congo, - I 36 —
37

Zambesi, — — 364 364

Natal, — 12 106 1 18

Kaffraria, 216 156 60 432

Cape Colony, - 358 288 — 646

Total, • 635 1.370 1.037 3.042

Decrease, 1,560 copies. Colporteurs, 10.

NYASSA.

Ur. Laws, who reports an unexpected and considerable demand
for the Nyanja New Testament, sends a further sum of

1 2s. 6d. as proceeds of sales, making in all £91 10s. 7d.

KAFFRARIA.

To the Emgwali and Columba Mission Stations of the United

Presbyterian Church small supplies of Scriptures have been sent

The Lovedale Institute has drawn 646 Bibles and Testaments.

The other items call for no remark.
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found the people too poor to purchase goods of auy kind. One of these
merchants, Akihara, was so reduced in circumstances that he had to go out
every day in a boat to fish in order to make a livelihood. One day when thus
engaged lie saw a small book floating on the water. Curiosity having led him
to pick it up, he found it was a copy of the Book of Genesis. This strange
discovery made a deep impression on his mind, and led him to read the book.
The result was he became an earnest inquirer after Christ

;
and ere long made

profession of his faith in Him, and his resolve to serve Him. All his family
have followed his example

;
he has sent his daughter to a Christian school in

Tokyo, and has purchased a large family Bible, that he may have the best and
costliest copy of the book to which he owes all his happiness.”

The Gospel of St. Mark and the book of Acts have been issued

in raised type for the blind.

KOREA.

The . translation of the New Testament is approaching com-
pletion, and there have been already published large impressions

of the Gospels and other Portions.

Mr. Kenmure, of the British and Foreign Bible Society, in

ordering 25,000 Portions of Dr. John’s Wcnli Version, bears testi-

mony to the special value of that version “as by far the most
useful we can give the Koreans. As a rule they are not very

proficient in Chinese, and the simplicity of Dr. John’s version

appeals to them.” He adds that he is endeavouring to institute a

“ Bible Society Sunday ” for Korea, the most important native

journal having promised to devote one entire issue to the work of

the Bible Societies, if sufficient copy is supplied.

Christian missions have, in the course of a few years, made
marvellous progress in the country. It is reported that there arc

now five thousand Protestant Christians, their numbers having

doubled in the past year. One congregation having contributed

thirty dollars for the purchase of Christian books to be presented

to non-believers willing to accept them, “ the demand was so great

that the distributors had to climb up on a house and reach down
the books one by one to the hands stretched out to receive them.”

JAVA.

The sum of £8, 4s. 3d. has been received through Mr. Brouwer,

of Batavia, as proceeds of sale of 100 copies of the Malay New
Testament, one of the earliest versions undertaken by the Society.

The translator was Pastor Roskott and this unlooked for, and it

may be final, remittance comes from his widow in Ambon. Two
impressions of 1000 copies each were issued, the first in 1877, the

second in 1884, at a cost of £452, of which £214, 14s. 2d. has

now been received from sales. Only 100 copies remain still to be

accounted for.
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of missionaries and colporteurs, and it is incumbent on the
Bible Societies to make the most of this opportunity. The
endeavour to dp so naturally means a larger expenditure, and
already the committee have asked that the grants for the year
should be increased by at least twenty- five per cent. Though
their current resources are already overtaxed, the Board hope
to provide their share of whatever additional funds may be
required for the wise extension of the work, and that the experi-

ence of the coming year will amply verify the hopeful words of
the united committee, to whose administration they are so much
indebted—‘ The future of our work is full of promise. God, who
has blessed us in the past, is with us ..still, and bids us take
courage and go forward.’

KOREA.
One-fifth of Circulation, 1897-98—15,300 Portions.

The Executive Bible Committee, in making application for

increased help, explain that they have been obliged to publish

on a much larger scale than formerly in order to meet demands
from the native churches. The Northern Presbyterian Church
of America alone has in three years increased its Korea member-
ship from 236 to 2,099, ‘and these young Christians clamour for

the Scriptures.’ The local committee are issuing 12,000 copies

of each book of the New Testament, and have placed in Japan
an order for 3,000 New Testaments.
The Rev. D. L. Gifford, acting treasurer of the Korea Com-

mittee, in asking a larger gift from the Society, urges that, while

it is a right use of Bible Society money to press the Scriptures

on those who are indifferent to them, ‘ much more should your
Society sustain a work in which the conditions are reversed, and
the urgency and pleading come from the man who wants the

Book.’

Korea is the only country in the world in which a Bible

Society Sunday has been observed in the interests of the three

English-speaking Societies. For this it is indebted to the

suggestion of Mr. Kenmure, the resident agent of the British and
Foreign Bible Society, and to the ready co operation of mission-

aries and native Christians. The festival took place on 7th May,.

1899, and it is intended to observe it annually on the first Sunday
in May. Several congregations held special services, and in the

English Unipn Church addresses were given by three mission-

aries appointed to represent the three Societies—the Rev.

James S. Gale, American Presbyterian, discharging this office on

behalf of the National Bible Society of Scotland, ‘and a capital

representative he made.’ One native church collected 7s. 6d.,

and the Union Church £4 10s. 1 id., which has been divided

among the Societies. When will Bible Society Sunday become
a recognised institution in Scotland ?





Japan—Korea. 51

benevolent character of the Societies’ work, their property would
henceforth be exempt from taxation.

Amongst the drawbacks to successful work in this country, the

Committee lay stress upon the inefficiency of native colportage.

When it is remembered what excellent material for such service

is found in the neighbouring country of China, it is a remarkable
statement to be made of such a clever people as the natives of

Japan are usually held to be, that “ ordinary Japanese have not

the peculiar gifts requisite for successful salesmen; a want of

business tact and energy being so universal that it seems almost

hopeless to depend upon colporteurs to any great extent for the

circulation of the Word of God.” Other methods have been
resorted to in supplement of colportage. Advertisements in the

leading newspapers attracted public attention to the Bible, and
elicited 500 letters of inquiry, and many orders. Considerable

sales have also been effected through the ordinary bookshops,

Scriptures being now on sale in the most prominent streets of

every city where Christian work is carried on.

Much, however, of the recent increase of sales is due to the

impulse given by the presence and methods of the Rev. S. S. Snyder,

an American missionary, and an enthusiast for Bible circulation,

who has been for some months in the service of the Committee.
(See Quarterly Record , January, 1900.) In less than three months
Mr. Snyder sold nearly 18,000 copies of the Scriptures, not far

short of the entire sales of thirty-five native colporteurs in two
years, and at about one-seventh of the cost. An almost greater

service still he has rendered by personal visits to colporteurs,

missionaries, aud native preachers, stimulating them both by word
and example to a more active interest in the Society’s work.

Among the grants of the year were 8000 portions sent to Japanese
troops in active service in China, or in the hospital at Hiroshima.

Mr. Parrott, who was warmly welcomed by the Committee on
his arrival in Japan, gives promise of being a suitable successor to

Mr. Braithwaite. In one of his communications he mentions that

the Bible Societies have put in circulation in Japan during the

past twenty-four years about two million copies of the Scriptures.

The Directors expressed to the Rev. Hugh Waddell, on the

occasion of his leaving Japan, their grateful appreciation of the

valuable aid he has for many years given to the Society’s work, as

one of its representatives on the Board of the Permanent Com-
mittee.

KOREA.
The work of translation and revision of the Korean New Testa-

ment is now completed, and 20,000 copies have been printed,

which, it is expected, will be exhausted in the course of little

more than eighteen months. The Permanent Executive Com-
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mittee are to be congratulated on the completion of this important

undertaking.

Mr. H. Loomis, of Yokohama, in an interesting account of a recent

visit to Korea, gives some information regarding those for whom
this version has beeu prepared by the three Bible Societies :

—

“ In no former visit have I been so deeply impressed with the rapidity and
strength which have marked the growth of Christianity in this land. Pyeng
Yang is the centre of a remarkable work which is extending all over the

northern part of the country. Five years ago there was a mere handful of

believers in this whole region, now there are about 2500 communicants and
more than 10,000 adherents. The native converts not only build their own
churches but also pay the salaries of the evangelists and many of the helpers.

At Pyeng Yang the natives subscribed 1500 dollars towards the building of their

new church, to which many of the members gladly travel ten or twelve miles.

One of the most hopeful things, too, for Korea is that self-supporting schools

are springing up on every hand.” _

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Algeria 54 96 475 625
Old Calabar 120 144 264
Domasi 25 24 108 167
Livingstonia 372 225 597
Egypt, 400 400 . 800
South Africa, 608 384 186 1178
Sierra Leone 36 80 .. 116

1123 1476 1138 3737

Decrease, 1213. Colporteur, 1.

Calauah.—500 copies of St. Luke’s Gospel and the Psalms in

Efik were printed and sent out to Old Calabar, at the request of

the United Presbyterian Mission Board.

Livingstonia.—An impression of 2000 copies of the Chinyanja
Testament, giving effect to some slight alterations made by
Dr. Laws on the translation, was printed, and a supply despatched

to Africa. The rapid development of the Mission, and the great

increase in the number of schools and readers, must lead to an

increasing demand for the Society’s version.

The question of the advisability of a united version for the

whole Nyassa region has been for some time under serious con-

sideration, and has now assumed a practical shape. • Delegates

appointed by five Missionary Societies, have twice met in conference

at Fort Johnston, and resolved to take active steps in this

direction. The Society and the British and Foreign Society have

both promised all reasonable aid to this important movement.

Cape Colony, &c.—A free grant of Scriptures was gladly made to

the Scottish South African Hospital, to the Seaforth regiment in

Cairo, and to troops leaving the country for, or returning from the





l?0l
Korea. 45

than that of a similar class fifteen years ago. Japanese Chris-

tians take all this to be an answer to prayer. Secondary causes

may be a revival of fellowship among missionaries, moral unrest,

the legal recognition of Christianity, and a feeling that it alone

can supply what the soul craves, and the growth of a class

outside the Churches which is favourably disposed towards the

Gospel.

KOREA.

In common with the British and Foreign and the American
Bible Societies, the Board gladly contribute towards the cost of

the translation work carried on by the Permanent Executive

Committee of Missionaries. As briefly noted in last Report, the

New Testament has been completed and published, and has

been received by the native Church with great rejoicing. A
copy of the beautifully-printed volume, costing only a shilling,

was one of the attractive items shown at the Society’s stall in

the Glasgow International Exhibition. During this year 5479
copies have been issued, and 28,076 Gospels.

The circulation of the Scriptures in Korea has been consider-

ably restricted not only by the poverty of the people but by other

difficulties, now, it is hoped, removed. As missionary influence

extends, and the Book is brought more within reach of the poor,

colportage will develop and sales increase. In the meantime, the

British and Foreign Society has run ahead of its brethren,

its able representative, Mr. Kenmure, having succeeded in

organising a staff of twenty-one colporteurs, by whom 28,949
Scriptures were sold in 1900. There is much to encourage
the extension of this agency. Many little Christian communi-
ties are springing up in the steps of the colporteurs, and
missionary success, in certain cases, is held to be largely due to

their work. The following example of the Bible making its

own way is given in the Society’s Report:

—

Early this year a colporteur induced a man of Pung-lok to buy a copy of
St. Luke’s Gospel, and a few weeks later visited him again, when he bought
other books, and said that if a few copies were left at his house he would
recommend his friends to buy. In this way Gospels were sold to two men
living in Yongchen. Now he who sold the books is still a heathen, but those
who bought are Christians. After their own conversion they began to work
for the salvation of their families and neighbours, and a church owned by
the local congregation, which numbers between twelve and twenty persons,
is the direct result of the sale of a few books left by a colporteur with a
heathen.

In Korea, as wherever the true colporteur is found, his work-

must not be judged merely by the number of his sales. ‘ He is

a pioneer, annihilating prejudice and opposition, a constant
inspiration to break forth from the bonds of ignorance and
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bigoted Buddhist centres he found sales impossible. A teacher

in a public school warned his class against the Book and the

religion which it teaches, assuring them that “ when a Christian

dies, nails are driven into his hands and feet, in imitation of

what Christ suffered on the Cross.” One little lad, son of a

Christian elder, had the courage to deny this calumny, informing

the teacher that when one of his relations, who was a Christian,

died, no ey
;
b thing was done to him. The little fellow had to

suffer for defence of Christianity, but he stoutly held his own.

Mi’. Lawrence’s tour in Shikoku, during which he sold several

thousand Scriptures, was brought to a sudden termination. He was

recalled to Yokohama, to take the place of Mr. Parrott, summoned
home by sad tidings of the serious illness of his wife, who died

before he reached this country. The Board anew express their

sympathy with Mr. Parrott in this bereavement, not the only trial

which he has of late been called to bear. In November, 1901, his

dwelling-house at Yokohama, with furniture and private effects,

was destroyed by fire, and in March of the following year the same
fate befell the Society’s depot and stock.

While Japan continues to make steady progress in all the arts

of modern civilisation the cause of missions also makes perceptible

headway. The Christians in Japan are now nearly a quarter of a

million strong, and wield an influence quite out of proportion

to their numbers. One. of them, Mr. Tsuda, founder of the

Agricultural College in Tokyo, related to Mr. Lawrence the

story of his conversion. When Japanese commissioner at the

Vienna Exhibition, there was one exhibit by which he was
greatly impressed: it was the stand of the British and Foreign
Bible Society, with its display of Bibles in many tongues. Won-
dering much that any book should be thought of sufficient

importance to be translated into such a multitude of languages,

he bought a copy and began to read it. The secret of its

supreme worth was made known to him by the Spirit of God,
and ever since he has looked upon the Bible Society as his

spiritual mother.

May the recent alliance which Japan has formed with this

country not only give her a more assured place in the comity
of nations, but lead her to covet more earnestly a real place

amongst the Christian nations of the world!

KOREA.
In this country, as in Japan, united translation work is carried

on by the three leading Bible Societies. Mr. Kenmure, agent of

the British and Foreign Bible Society, has been home in Scotland
on furlough, and gave a bright, telling address at the Society’s
anuual public meeting in Glasgow.
The sales, amounting to 16,814 copies, though not so large as
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those of the previous year, have borne good fruit, as the following

extract from the letter of a missionary superintendent bears

witness :

—

“ Two years ago this field was almost entirely heathen and the sales were few.

Now the Christian population of Wonsan is over two hundred, and there are

several out-stations, with quite a number of believers. This growing Christian

community is largely the result of the colporteurs’ faithful labours.”

A remarkable story comes from another missionary, and is

given here in condensed form.

“Kim Ung-su, a man of some authority and influence, took refuge from a
storm in a village on the island of Kangwha. That night he had a dream
which greatly impressed him. He dreamt that a man of strange features and
attire approached him and offered him a book. Next day Colporteur Ye, was
also driven by the storm to the same village, and began to open out his

books and tell to the crowded room the Gospel story. Kim’s attention was
at once arrested, for the colporteur corresponded in every respect to the man
of his dream : and his wonder became excitement when Ye stepped forward
and offered him a book—the New Testament. The dream was then related,

and the colporteur at once exclaimed, ‘Your dream is of God—1 am the

man you saw—and this is His Holy Book.’ And he preached Christ to him
to such effect that Kim resolved to be a Christian. Next morning he took

the colporteur with him two day’s journey to his own house, where Ye
preached and sold amongst the people for several days.”

The result is told by another missionary, Rev. E. M. Cable, who visited the

village a few months after. “ I cannot express the joy I experienced at finding

all the families in this village, with a single exception, Christian. Before 1

left I baptised Kim, with twenty of his neighbours. This was the first time a

missionary had ever entered this village, and now we have a thriving and
healthy little church. Only eternity will reveal the result of that New
Testament which came under such strange circumstances to Kim Ung-su.”

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Algeria 36 292 280 613
Old Calabar 85 198 90 379
Nyassaland 2409 2409
Lovedale 321 321

441 490 2791 3722
Decrease, 282. Colporteur, 1.

Old Calabar.—500 copies of the Old Testament, and 500 of

the Book of Proverbs have been printed in Efik.

Nyassaland.

—

The Gospel of St. Matthew, the first instalment

of the Union Revised Version of the Chinyanja New Testament,

having been completed, 5000 copies were printed in Edinburgh
under the careful superintendence of the Rev. Alexander
Hetherwick, D.D., of the Church of Scotland Mission, Blantyre,

Chairman of the Translation Committee, assisted by the Rev. Mr.

Anderson, a former missionary in Central Africa. These were

allocated according to their needs to the five missions, whose
representatives had taken part in the work of revision—the
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seventy-two, who, baptized in 1889 and afraid lest failing sight should deprive

him of the privilege. of reading the precious Book, actually set about

making with his own hands a copy of the New Testament, in characters

large enough for his own use. He began with St. Matthew, in 1890, and, by

great labour, in three or four years carried the work to completion. It

embraces twenty volumes—an imposing library, eloquent in its story of

devotion to the Saviour, in whom he learned to trust after more than three-

score and ten years in heathen darkness. The body of the text is in black

ink, and the headings of chapters in red, to assist the eye. Frequently the

Chinese and Japanese characters are introduced side by side to aid in

grasping the meaning. If he has no intimation beforehand of the subject of

the sermon, he carries all the volumes to the service, and, when the chapter

is announced, searches out the needed portion, finds the place, and follows

the public reading of the Scriptures.

Proposals on the part of the Bible Societies’ Committee for a

modification of the j'oint agreement which has been in operation

since 1890 have been accepted by the three Bible Societies,

finder the new arrangement the southern divison of the country

has been allotted jointly to the two British Societies, and the

northern division to the American Bible Society, each in con-

sultation with a committee of missionaries and foreign residents,

working independently in its own division but in friendly alliance

with the other, and on homogeneous lines. The agreement is

subject to reconsideration after three years.

This new arrangement is in accordance with the wishes of the

missionaries, and has been accepted by the Board in the hope
t hat it will further the great end towards which the Societies are

working in Japan. The Board desire to .thank most cordially

the friends who have represented the Society in the late

Committee for their valued service. They part company with
them and other fellow-workers with unfeigned regret.

» KOREA.

The Board have agreed to join the British and Foreign and
the American Bible Societies in active Bible work in Korea,
directed by one agent, Mr. Alexander Kcnmure, in consultation
with a representative committee of missionaries.

The circulation of Scriptures by the British and Foreign Bible

Society in 1902 included 422 Bibles, 6966 Testaments, and
-1,328 Portions—in all, 28,716 Scriptures, an increase of 11,902

-fifty-one native colporteurs and nineteen Bible-women being
employed. The Board do not reckon any part of this circulation

•n their issues, but hope in another year to begin on the new
footing. Meanwhile, they note that Mr. Annand, of Tientsin,
has supplied the Rev. N. E. Whitlemore with 830 Chinese
^cw Testaments and forty Gospels for issue in Korea.
As is well known, the missionaries in Korea ascribe their

*uccess largely to the effect of the Word read as well as

preached
;
and the colporteur is a preacher.
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The power of the Word to convert the soul is ever being

illustrated anew. Dr. Forest, of Sendai, writes

“ Last April I had ten minutes’ talk with a young man in a car, as the

result of which I sent him a Testament. In a few days came a request for

another copy, as he had given the first to a teacher. On my return from a

irip home, this young man came fifty miles to meet me, and to tell me that he

.pent a portion of every day studying the Bible, which had brought great

,
mfort to his soul. Within six months lie had ordered twenty copies which he

had given away to friends.

“ Miss Pratt, Yokohama, says that, during the Chino-Japanese war, a Gospel

uas tossed from a train laden with soldiers in at the open window of a

house in Shizuoka. The Gospel thus strangely received is said to have been

i he means of the conversion of the occupant of the house, and afterwards of

his whole family.
“ Mr. Nagata, pastor of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Tzu, ascribes his

•aversion to his having been struck with the patience and meekness of a

dporteur in trying to persuade a soldier to buy a Gospel. Mr. Nagata was
V I, in his sympathy with the man, to buy a Gospel for himself. He took the

Utile book home, read it carefully, and gave his heart to Christ.”

On 25th February, Mr. Parrott was married to Miss Cleaver,

M l)., from whose peu come the vivid accounts of Bible distribu-

tion in the pages of the Record.

KOREA.
Agent—Mr. Alexander Kenmure, Seoul.

Circulation
Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

55 1010 3278 4343

Being one-fifth of the entire issues of the three Societies, of which
Mr. Kenmure is Joint-Agent. Increase, 3473 Scriptures.

Korea was the first country to be caught in the vortex of the

present devastating war. Early in the year Japanese and Russian
'loops were on the march, seizing its strategic points and unsettling
>t* peaceful inhabitants. Whatever be the issues of the contest,

Korea can never be the same again
;

its fate lies in the hands of
' l*e conquering power.

I n February Mr. Kenmure found himself, at Seoul, cut off from
oh postal communications. Colportage was brought i’d a stand-
''II in many parts of the country. Even in the city the police

' ''hade street-selling, lest it should draw crowds. An enormous
in the price of provisions threatened to bring the whole work

mi end. The natives engaged in translation work were bribed
'•h higher wages to become interpreters to the Japanese

;
but,

levoted to their work, they were unwilling to leave it, if they
"ild only be provided with a “ living wage.”
W hen the war-cloud had rolled past, colportage was resumed

"ith new vigour in spite of the exorbitant cost of living. A
'l>|>ly of Japauese Scriptures haviug been sent by Mr. Parrott,
’'oks in both languages were freely sold. A Japanese colporteur,
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who came with the books, set an example of enterprise to the local

workers, selling sometimes 180 copies in a single day, “ as many as

two Korean colporteurs could sell in a month.”

Mr. Kenmure paid repeated visits to Yokohama during the

year, to see a new edition of the New Testament through the press,

of which specimen copies have now been received.

Copious extracts are given from Mr. Kenmure’s last year’s

report in the Record for Jauuary, 1905. One incident may be

giveu here, as narrated by Miss Pierce, who superintends two
Bible-women employed by the Societies.

“ While the Bible-women were speaking, a woman was noticed in a corner

listening with eagerness. She was there again in the evening : she wanted,
she said, to he a Christian, but was afraid her husband would not allow her.

Yet the seed had not fallen on stony ground, and on the missionary's return

in spring, this woman was the first to come running out of her house to meet
her, followed by a man with a beaming face.

1 Last year,’ he said, ‘ I would
have been very angry if I had known my wife was coming to you, but now I

come with her.’ It seems that one day, on seeking for something in his wife’s

work-box, he found, to his surprise, two ‘Jesus’ books.’ At first angry, he was

seized with the temptation to see for himself what was in this thing these

teachers were telling. Secretly at times he got hold of the books—a gospel of

Matthew and a primer. In this way he too was led into the way of life, and

came finally to walk boldly therein by the side of his wife.”

“For the first time,” the report concludes, “have the Bible

Societies of England, Scotland, and America agreed to work

together in one field, through one common agent. It is a fact

which affords food for thought; yet why should it be in any way

remarkable ?
”

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation

Algeria
Oran,
Nyassaland
Wembaland, ....
Calabar, ....

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total

.

22 125 485 032
73 lOO 934 1,107

124 592 6480 0,202
2000 2000

75 440 1012 1,633

294 1263 9917 11,474

Increase, 9521 Scriptures. Colporteurs, 3.

Algeria.

—

The sales here were effected by two colporteurs of

the Evangelical Society of Geneva.

Oran.—Mr. R. Pollock Simpson, of Spain, taking advantage of

what seemed providential openings, has for some years carried on,

at intervals, evangelistic and colportage work amongst the large

Spanish population in this province. Believing that they can be

best reached through Spanish agency, he sent over Solero, one oi

his men, who in the course of four months disposed of HOT
Scriptures—a good argument for the plea he urges that one-halt
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Mrs. Parrott, to whose service and pen the Society owes much,
has favoured the Secretaries with a letter specially addressed to

the young people of Scotland, which the Hoard hope to publish

shortly.

KOREA.
Sub-Agent in charge.—Mr. Hugh Miu.er, Seoul.

Circulation, being one-fifth Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

of the whole— 61 734 9,605 10,400

Increase, 6,057.

It is with much regret the Board report Mr. Kenmure’s return

home under a serious nervous breakdown. He has, they are

glad to say, now recovered his customary vigour, and, while
on the outlook for some permanent appointment, has willingly

rendered service as an occasional and always acceptable
deputy. - •*>-

The circulation continues to make gratifying progress. The
entire issues in 1903 amounted to 28,253 Scriptures, while those

of 1904, above reported, were nearly double, namely, 52,003,

and in 1905 a much larger number has been circulated, though
details have not as yet been supplied. The work of Bible trans-

lation goes steadily forward, and after not a few disappointments
a large impression of the completed New Testament is being
printed in Japan, and eight books of the Old Testament are

ready for the press. By private enterprise, it is proposed to issue

the New Testament in ‘ Mixed Script’ for the use of the better

educated class. The issue of Portions of Scripture, chiefly single

Gospels, is proving its value especially in influencing those who
still hold aloof from the Churches.

For interesting details of colportage the Board must refer to

the January and October numbers of the Quarterly Record.

Not a few of the 100,000 communicants and adherents of the

eight Missions of the Reformed Churches at work in Korea
have been helped Christ-ward by the written Word in the hands
of the humble colporteur and Bible-woman. A movement for

co-operation, if not union, between the Presbyterian and
Methodist Episcopal Missions, cannot fail to have a favourable

influence on Bible work. One of these brethren, reporting the
success of work under his care, assures the Board that ‘ fully

seventy per cent, of- the results are due directly to Bible Society
colportage.’

* With the increasing circulation of the Scriptures and other
Christian literature,’ says Mr. Kenmure, ‘there is coming into

existence a new, intellectual, and spiritual life that will make of

this people a new nation.’ * The war, the new ideas, the new
learning, the new railways, the new roads are but the work of
God preliminary to the new life that is to be.’





Korea. 55/?0 £

KOREA.
Sub-Ageut in charge—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

Here the Society works in union with the British and Foreign

Bible Society and the American Bible Society. The one-fifth of

the circulation credited to it amounts this year to

—

V
Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

146 3215 16,338 19,699

Increase, 9299. Colporteurs, 53.

Bewildered aud dismayed by the international disturbances of

which it is the victim, by internal reforms which bring only new
trouble and hardship in their train, and leave untouched the

chronic poverty and helplessness—even Japan having bitterly

disappointed the hopes that were cherished before her occupation,

and far from mitigating existing evils intensified them and added
new ones—Korea seeks refuge aud hope iu the Gospel of the

grace of God. In no other Asiatic country have the Book aud the

man with the Book received a welcome like that given by the

Laud of the Morning Calm
;
and in few other countries, if in any,

has Bible colportage been so blessed in the conversion of souls and
the upbuilding of the Church of Christ. In 1903 the issues of the

three Societies were 28,853 Scriptures
;
in 1904, 52,003, and in

1905, 98,498
;
while in the first quarter of 190G the number was

38,011, promising yet larger results when the year’s returns are

completed. The Bible Committee speak of ‘great demands and
opportunities without precedent.’ The difficulty in obtaining

adequate supplies of Scriptures, while vexatious, has possibly

added to the urgency of the demand. The first delivery of the

revised New Testament, said to be ‘ the best Book ever placed in

Korean hands ’—it is certainly the most attractive—was so eagerly

bought up that even the promised specimen copies were not re-

ceived in Scotland till after the year had closed. A missionary

who was supplied with 500 copies at six o’clock iu the evening,

sold the whole before ten next morning.

One or two missionary testimonies may be quoted out of many.
The Rev. W. R. Foote of Wonsan says, ‘ The best testimony to

the colporteurs is' the number of people becoming Christians in

every field occupied by them. In each a church has been built,

in some more than one.’ When one of Mr. Foote’s men began
work in a district in which he is still the only colporteur there

were but five Christians, now there are 250 with two churches.

Of another he says ‘ Last year there were 20 Christians iu his

territory, this year there are 100.’

The Rev. R. H. Sidebothatn, of Fusan, describes the work of his

Colporteur Chang, and a voluntary helper at Chogei, which began
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with a Korean who some time previously had bought two of the
Gospels, and believed in secret. After ten days spent in the village

and neighbourhood five converts were brought in, while in the
village of Oktu thirteen gentlemen, some of them scholars, pledged
themselves for Christ. When the missionary followed he found
of the fifteen families in the village twelve were Christian, and
: the remaining three were feeling lonely.’ ‘ Chogei, from a county
without a known believer, had become one with a hundred
disciples of Christ, who speak of Colporteur Chang as their

spiritual father.’ The Rev. W. G. Cram of South Songdo tells of a
village of 800 houses in which some Gospels had formerly been
sold and services held. The Word was gladly received, but for

five years the place was unvisited
;
then a colporteur was sent to

live in it, and in four months there sprang up a Church with

fifty souls, having now 200 probationers attached to it. ‘ This is

the work of the colporteur. God bless him and those who enable

us to keep him at work !’

The report of the Bible Committee for 1905 confirms all that

has been stated in regard to the remarkable results of colportage,

but in view of the full abstracts published in the Quarterly

Record for April and July, the Board refrain from further extracts.

They give only the most recent example of the power of the

Gospel in Korea which has l’eached them. It is furnished by the

Rev. C. T. Collyer, now of Seoul, and came under his observation,

while he was holding a revival service at Songdo. A man
named Cho came under deep conviction of sin. He had been a

highway robber and feared there could be no place of repentance

for him, either before God or man. When light broke on his soul

he resolved to confess his crimes and give himself up to justice,

though by Japanese law the death penalty had been incurred.

The magistrate to whom he surrendered referred the case to the

Governor of the Province, who decided that as never before had a

man made voluntary confession of crime, Cho must be forgiven;

and since it was Christianity which had impelled him to this step,

the Governor issued a proclamation commending to the people a

religion that had such an influence. Cho, with the burden and

penalty of guilt removed, preached Christ in his own village with

such effect that thirty-one persons were organised into a Church.

A Cabinet minister, it is said, has given up official life to take

charge of the educational work of Mr. Collyer’s Mission : thus

mightily grows the Word of the Lord and prevails. An unkindly

critic has called the Koreans ‘a nation of sheep,’ but if so they

are of the other sheep of which the Good Shepherd says, ‘ Them
also I must bring.’

Two copies of a Mixed Script New Testament published this

year in two sizes of type have been offered to the Emperor, and
graciously accepted.
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the city. Some persons have become “inquirers,” and the way
has been prepared for further effort.

In the Loo-Choo Islands.—One of the most experienced

colporteurs, Mr. Sugauuma, was despatched to the Loo-Choo
Islands, which are distant from Japan five days’ steaming. He
landed at Napa, which is the largest town in the islands. The
editors of two newspapers, who are Christian men, gave him
valuable help by publishing an account of Bible work in Japan
and by giving favourable reports of his work from time to time
After visiting the schools and public offices in the town, he made
a tour into the interior of the island. The Governor of the

Prefecture purchased a Bible, and told Mr. Suganuma that “ as an
individual he approved of Christianity, and intended to give every

facility to Christian workers to carry on their work.” As he
carried with him a letter of commendation from the Inspector of

Schools in Napa, the schools in the villages and islands were open

to him, and every facility was given him for selling Scriptures.

In seven schools he was invited to address the students. As he
visited the greater part of the seventy schools in the islands, and
had conversations with the teachers, the work was of an influential

order.

Mr. Suganuma remained in the islands for six months and
visited most of the villages. Rev. H. S. Schwartz, a missionary of

the Japan Methodist Church, who has the oversight of the

Loo-Choo Islands, bears most gratifying testimony to the blessing

which has followed the colporteur’s work. He describes a visit

which he paid to a district which had been evangelised by
Mr. Suganuma as the most wonderful week in his missionary life.

In one village he had baptised 134 persons who were prepared for

baptism, as a result of Mr. Suganuma’s faithful exposition of the

Scriptures, and throughout the whole district there was a remark-

able amount of religious interest.

In the course of the tour 1G9 Bibles, 1803 Testaments, and 54G
Portions were sold.

Owing to monetary stringency, it has been found necessary to

reduce the staff of regular colporteurs by 40, leaving 3o at

work.

KOREA.
Sub-Agent In Charge—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

In Korea the Society has worked in union with the British

and Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible Society.

The one-fifth of the circulation credited to it amounts this

year to

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

162 5006 20,197 26,454

Increase, 5755. Colporteurs and Bible-women, 10.
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Korea has this year been the scene of revolutions, both political

and religious. In July, when, under pressure from Japau, the
Emperor abdicated, thousands of Koreans flocked to the palace,

and quietness was not restored till blood had been shed.

The Battle of the Bible-^Iouse.—The tension of popular
feeling continued until on 31st July, by order of the Japanese
Resident General, the new Emperor issued a rescript disbanding

the Korean army. The Korean troops in the barracks opposite

the Bible-House refused to obey, and prepared to defend them-
selves. A strong force of Japanese lined the elevation at the

back of the Bible-House, and took possession of its compound.
After the gates had been blown up, the Japanese stormed the

barracks. When firing ceased, Mr. Miller, with two friends, went
to the help of the wounded, and before the Japanese Red Cross

was ready to begin work, had improvised stretchers, and sent

thirty wounded men to the hospital. Mr. Miller, whose energy

and kindness were cordially recognised in the Seoul newspapers,

presented New Testaments to the wounded Japanese and Korean
soldiers. The disturbances broke out in the provinces when
suppressed in the capital. On 10th October Mr. Miller wrote :

—

“ In the three disturbed provinces our work is completely disorganised.

Colporteurs are unable to travel, and the groups of Christians have been
scattered. The Japanese troops, in trying to suppress the disturbances,

are resorting to severe measures. Whole villages are being held responsible

for the action of one of its inhabitants. In one county no fewer than forty

villages have been reduced to blackened ruins.”

A colporteur fell into the hands of the insurgents, but was

released, as the Scriptures he canied were held to prove that he

was a Christian.

Revival.—The Rev. Dr. Fox, Secretary of the American Bible

Society, and the Rev. J. H. Ritson, Secretary of the British

and Foreign Bible Society, being delegates to the Shanghai

Conference, visited Korea. Both came into touch with, and were

deeply impressed by the power and religious fervour of the

revival. Dr. Fox says :

—

“On Sunday morning it was a stirring experience to sit in the Methodist

Church in Seoul and hear a heart-searching sermon by the venerable Bishop

Foss, which had manifest power with the audience of something like a

thousand or twelve hundred men and women, separated by a curtain from

each other, according to Korean custom. Fifteen Korean men arose to say

that they had begun to follow Christ.”

Dr. Fox visited Pyeng Yang and addressed on a week-day

evening an audience of over a thousand Koreans, and the following

afternoon an audience of five hundred.

Mr. Ritson says that when he visited them he found Pyeng

i
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Yang, Songdo, Wonsan, Seoul, and Chemulpo on fire. Wherever
he preached there were large numbers of inquirers. It is estimated

that there have been 30,000 conversions within a year. “ There

is a spirit of triumph in the Church,” writes a missionary.

A Mission Tour.—Mr. Miller made a tour of 500 miles through

the densest, darkest, aud most conservative part of Korea, where
on every hill-top spirits are worshipped, aud in every valley

superstition reigns. No colporteur has yet been established in

this district.

“Do the Doctrine.”—When visiting a market town, which was
thronged with people, the magistrate came to the spot where
Mr. Miller aud his helpers were, and addressed the crowd.

“He recommended them to ‘do’ this doctrine, as he believed it to be a

good one. He owned a Bible which he bad read, so that the Gospel story

was familiar to him, though as yet he did not ‘do the doctrine’ himself

He had been much impressed by the fact that a man named Chang, who
had been the ringleader in every evil work in the county, and had given him
(the magistrate) no end of trouble, had been converted and was now' living

a quiet life, trying to earn an honest living by cultivating a small farm
which he had secured. Anything that could work such a change in such a

man must be a good thing, and he exhorted his hearers to ‘ do the doctrine.’ ”

Mr. Miller afterwards visited Chang. He had heard aud believed

the Word about a year before Mr. Miller’s visit, had straightened

his life so that his neighbours were first amazed and then

attracted, and now a little gathering of thirty men aud seven

women meet for worship on Sunday. He is a student of the Word,
and, Mr. Miller says, “ it was a pleasure to examine his thumbed
and well-marked Testament.”

The Colporteurs.—These workers are sharing iu the wave of

revival iu which Korea is rejoicing, and are leaving behind the

stage at which they were inaiuly Bible-sellers. “ The men,” says

a missionary, “are being-developed into real soul-winners.” They
are the pioneers of the kingdom.

(1) One missionary gives the following testimony to the work

of the colporteur whom he superintends :

—

“He has travelled from village to villuge preaching and selling Gospels.

In the past year he has taken me to four new villages in which he has formed
the nucleus of a church. In one village, on my visit there, ten persons were
baptised, and a church formed. In two other villages, from fifteen to thirty

people meet to worship on the Sabbath and desire to organise churches.”

(2) Auother missionary writes:—
“ Over and over again I have asked a stranger where he first heard the

Gospel, and over and over again have received the reply, ‘ I bought a book
from a colporteur, aud, having read it, wish to follow the doctrine.’

”
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(3) Another missionary tells of a colporteur who has been much
blessed, and who, five years ago, was worshipping evil spirits :

—

“ I noticed a black spot on the ball of each thumb, and asked if they were
tattooed. ‘ Yes,’ he said, ‘ I did that when I vowed to stop drinking liquor,
so that if ever again I raised a glass of liquor to my mouth in either hand,
I would see that spot and remember my vow.’ ”

The work of the bible-women is as fervent and successful as

that of the colporteurs.

The Native Pastorate.—In October, the first native ministers in

connection with the Presbyterian Church were ordained at Pyeng
Yang. Each of the seven men was presented with a copy of the
New Testament. The following letter has been received :

—

“We, the seven newly ordained ministers, with one mind, wish to express
our thanks for the beautiful copies of the Korean New Testament presented
to us by your representative, Mr. Hugh Miller, and each time we read them
we shall gratefully remember the Bible Societies and pray for their permanent
prosperity and usefulness.”

Mr. Miller mentions that eighty-seven candidates for the

ministry are studying at Pyeng Yang.

SOUTH AMERICA.

BRAZIL.

Table of Circulation
Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Pernambuco, 190 460 - 732 1382
San Paulo 594 1366 1615 3575

784 1820 2347 4957

Decrease, 246 Scriptures. Colporteurs, 3.

Pernambuco.—In “ The Bible in Brazil ” the Rev. H. C. Tucker
gives recent instances of Bible-burning in that country, which

bring to mind the days of the Reformation, to which reference has

also been made in previous reports. Although such acts of blind

violence are nof so frequent as in the past, they have not entirely

disappeared. The leading daily paper of Rio de Janeiro, reports

that a certain friar, who has had previous experience in Bible-

burning, roused the people of Caruara against a small community ot

Protestants, and seizing their Bibles, made of the despised volumes

a lusty bonfire. The chief of the police, instead of ordering out a

detachment of the Pernambuco police, addressed a complaint to the

bishop who commanded the friar to appear before him. Whether
he meted out praise or blame caunot be told. The need and the
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hold of God. Heathen Japan vanquished heathen China, but

now Japanese Christians are returning to China some of her

own sons equipped for a nobler conquest.

The Fukuin Maru.— It was the dream of Mrs. Williamson,

wife of the late Kev. Dr. Alexander Williamson, who visited

Japan in the 70’s, that the ideal of missionary life would be to

sail the Inland Sea in a missionary ship, carrying the Scriptures

and the Gospel to every inhabited island and surrounding shore.

After forty years the dream is realized by the launching
of the Fukuin Maru, the gift of Mr. R. S Allan, in memory
of his late mother whose thought it was, a missionary ship, with

a captain who combines in his own person the best qualities of

sailorman and missionary, who considers that the first mis-

sionary ship was Noah’s Ark, and is proud to be, if at a long

interval, in the patriarchal profession.

This little ship of 130 tons burden, equipped with a small

auxiliary motor engine, and with accommodation for themissionary

and his family, an evangelist and seven of a crew, with its tender

the Dai Ni Fukuin Maru is proving a bearer of glad tidings to

many a dark and comfortless heart; even when she lies at anchor

or passes through the channels, she is preaching a perennial

wordless sermon
;
and, moreover, is a Christian home brought

to the doors of thousands of Christless homes. Captain Bickel

has mapped out the multitude of islands into districts with an

evangelist in charge ofeach group, and has set a-going a. complete

missionary organisation, including evangelistic, kitchen, and
open-air meetings, Sabbath Schools, night schools, even a kinder-

garten, and tract and Bible work. The Board have been glad

to be the medium of supplying him with 2000 Gospels.

The Directors had the pleasure of a brief conference in Glasgow
with Mr. Parrott, who, with his like-minded wife, returns to his

post early in 1909 . It is well that the British Societies are

represented in Japan by men of so fine a Christian spirit as Mr.

Parrott and Mr. Lawrence.

KOREA.
Table of Circulation :

—

Colporteurs and Bible Women. Bibles. Testaments. Portions. • Total.

Total for 1908, 13 144 10,910 19,192 30,246
Total for 1907, 16 192 5,065 20,197 25,454

Increase, 4,792

The agreement under which the British and Foreign, the

American and the National Bible Societies have for three years

worked together in Korea was by common consent terminated
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at the end of 1907. The circulation reported for that year was a

record, the total being

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

721 54.551 95.958 151.230

of which one-fifth falls to be credited to this Society as noted

above.

In the July number of the Quarterly Record full details were
given of the work, and little more need be added. It was polit-

ically a trying year for the country, but through all disturbances

the Bible held its own. The possession of a copy was a safe

passport through both Korean and Japanese fighting men, the

only condition being that the owner of the Book was able to read

it. “ Evangelistic work progressed by leaps and bounds,” and a

great religious movement swept over the land purifying and
putting new life into the infant Church, to which 6000 new
members were added.

Students in Japan.—The 520 Korean students have made a

highly favourable impression in Tokyo for steady application,

eagerness in study, ability to adapt themselves to new conditions,

and sweet reasonableness. Ten per cent, are professed Christians.

As some indication of the continued advance of Christianity,

in a communication received as this Report was passing through
the press, Mr. Miller refers to two groups of Christians in two
villages, each of which now includes about 140 persons who meet
regularly for Sabbath worship. One of these groups sprang from
interest excited in one young man during a meeting held by Mr.
Miller and one of the colporteurs two years ago

;
and the other

has developed from a little group of eight or ten Christians into

a congregation which cannot find a room in the village large

enough to receive it.

It was with some regret that the Board concurred in the dis-

solution of the Joint Agreement in Korea, but they felt reluctant

to add a third to the two Bible Society Agencies which will now
work separately in Korea. They would much regret the Society’s

exclusion from a country so interesting and so responsive to

Bible Society effort, and have arranged, with the British and
Foreign Bible Society’s ready consent, that any special funds

received in Scotland for Korea shall meanwhile be expended in

colportage or Bible-woman work,- under the personal direction of

Mr. Hugh Miller, the London Society’s Agent. The Board have

been happy to receive a number of donations to be applied in

this way, and they will be glad to be favoured with more. For
^ioa colporteur, and for £9 a Bible-woman, can be maintained

for a year. The Society will continue to share in the cost of
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KOREA.
Table of Circulation:

—

. Colporteurs. Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Total for 1909, ... 14 840 2,125 2,979
Total for 1908, 13 144 10,910 19,192 30,240

Decrease, . 27,267

Fortunately, the large decrease reported has reference only to

our share in the work of Bible distribution in Korea. The total

Bible circulation in that interesting country has increased, though
for reasons which were stated in the Report for 1908 this Society

has limited its responsibility in connection with the circulation

of the Scriptures. The Board have arranged with the British

and Foreign Bible Society for the employment of a limited number
of colporteurs and bible-women in Korea, this Societ}' paying their

salaries and being credited with their circulation, while the British

and Foreign Bible Society meets all administration expenses.

The Society, however, continues to share as formerly iu the

translation work in which it was the pioneer. The British

and Foreign Bible Society Report on Korea records the fact

:

“To the National Bible Society of Scotland belongs the honour
of having undertaken the first Bible work for Korea.”

The revival movement which so powerfully affected the north

of Korea has sent its influence down to the south. The story of

the uprise of the Christian Church iu Korea reads like the page
of a romance. The characteristics of the Korean converts are

their zeal iu studying the Scriptures, their spirit of prayer, their

activity in Christian service, and their self-sacrificing liberality.

The Annual Bible Classes are doing a great work. Large
numbers gather for two or three weeks for Bible study. They
pay their own expenses, many of them bringing their own rice.

One woman walked over 300 miles with her bag of rice on her

head so that she might study the Bible for ten days. “ Many of

the congregation,” Mr. Miller writes, “ take notes of the sermons
they hear, and their Bibles are thumb-marked aud well worn.”

“ I heard it from St. Luke.”—“ It is my custom when conductin'' examinations
for baptism to ask each applicant from whom he first heard the Gospel. In
Kyung Sung recently the answer received was, ‘ I heard it first from St.

Luke.’ So it would seem that the Evangelist being dead, yet speaketh, and
every Bible or Portion is a silent persistent preacher in the house of the

purchaser.”— Rev. Dr. R. Grierson.

A Living Concordance.—Referring to a colporteur who has died, the Rev.

R. A. Hardie says : “His constant companion was the New Testament. For
more than three years before his deatli he was almost a living Concordance, so

far as the New Testament was concerned. Many times when 1 have been itiner-

ating with him, after a hard day’s march and preaching in the evening for two or

three hours, lie would retire to his room anti begin the study of the Scriptures

with far greater earnestness than most Christians in the homelands show.”

The Power of the Word.—“The present wide awakening of the Korean
people is due, as one of the major causes, to the wide distribution of the
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translation and revision of the Scriptures, in which department
of Bible work it had the privilege of printing in 1880 the Gospels
of St Luke and St. John in the translation of the Rev. Dr. Ross,

of Moukden, which was the forerunner of the present Korean
Version.

SOUTH AMERICA.

BRAZIL.
Table of Circulation:

—

Colporteurs. Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Pernambuco, ... • ... 53 166 437 656
San Paulo, 610 1,753 731 3,094

Total for 1908, 5 663 1.919 1168 3,750
Total for 1907, 3 784 1,826 2,347 4.957

Decrease, 1,207

Pernambuco.—Only nine months’ sales are reported, Mr.
C. W. Kingston, the Society’s much valued correspondent, having-

entered into rest on 20th November, in the midst of his devoted,

self-denying labours. He had great joy in the circulation of the

Scriptures in “this thirsty priest-ridden land.” In his last letter

he tells that, calling to mind the practice of his veteran predecessor,

Mr. Fanstone, he sent out his colporteurs on the days of St. John
and St. Peter with a supply of the Gospel of one Apostle and the

Epistles of the other, when a goodly number were sold.

A young lady after studying the Bible for some time set her-

self in secret to transcribe passages for her friends who were still

ignorant of the Book she had learned to prize, the Book which the

priest fears more than an army with banners. One family which
accepted a New Testament from Mr. Kingston, and are following

the Gospel, have been obliged to leave the city, but in the interior

are giving good testimony to their new faith.

A young girl *of seventeen or eighteen, converted under the

preaching of the Gospel, was much persecuted by her mother who
burned her Christian books, including Scripture Portions, all save

one copy which the maiden first buried in the earth, then carried

in her bosom, and at last in her shoe ! Now mother and daughter
are members of the little church, with the Word both in their

hearts and hands.

San Paulo.—Amid poverty, ignorance, and fanaticism, the

South American Evangelical Mission holds on its way. If it has
those three bitter enemies, it has three staunch friends in the

devotion, courage and patience of those who serve it and its

Master in this trying field.

Messrs. Smith and Conrado, in their latest journey, during a
walk of fifteen miles were caught by heavy rains and arrived
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Bible among the people. What does this mean for Korea 1 It means that

virtue has been called to life and vice destroyed
;
the power of evil habit

broken and aspirations of purity set free
;
in thousands of hearts love of

wickedness has been cast out like some unclean spirit, and love of righteous-

ness enthroned
; the shadows of ignorance have been dispersed, and the

knowledge of God which is the beginning of wisdom conferred. In many a
Korean city, town, and hamlet, men have been lifted out of despair into hope,

out of doubt into faith, out of pitiful weakness into the splendid power of a

new life, out of self into God.”

What the Colporteurs have done. —“They often have to face wind and rain,

to ford rivers and cross high mountain passes, to spread the Truth as it is in

Christ Jesus. By their sales of Scriptures in market-places, at wayside
resting-places, in inns, at railway stations, on trains

;
by personal talks with

fellow-travellers, and by visits to the homes of those interested, they have
sown the seed. When the blade came forth, they reported to us

;
and when

the grain was ripe in the ear, we went forth and reaped what they had sown

—

gathering the full ripe sheaves into the barns of God, even the Church.”
Rev. G. Engel.

Colportage in Korea is more costly than in China or India,

where a £10 note suffices for a year’s wages, but a colporteur will

be allocated to each donor of that amount, the shortcoming beiug

supplied from the general fund.

SOUTH AMERICA.

BRAZIL.
Table of Circulation :

—

Colporteurs. Bibles. Testaments. l’oitions. Total.

Total for 1909, . 4 513 1,242 701 2,456
Total for 1908, . 5 003 1,919 1,108

Decrease,

3,750

1,294

The present position of Brazil is full of interest and of oppor-

tunity. With vast natural resources it is drawing to itself a large

number of immigrants. It is estimated that the amount of British

capital invested in the Republic exceeds £100,000,000. There are

nearly 12,000 miles of railway open for traffic, and extensions are

being pushed forward. A competent authority anticipates that

before the close of the century Brazil will have a population of

150,000,000. Unless some great catastrophe arrests progress,

Brazil will become one of the great powers. Though all religions

are tolerated, the Roman Catholic Church dominates the situation,

and, realising the possibilities of Brazil, is greatly strengthening

the number of her agents.

The Society’s work seems small in view of these considerations.

The work which the Society does is in connection with the South

American Evangelical Mission, and is at present confined to the

provinces of San Paulo, Goyaz, and Matto-Grosso. In the autumn
Mr. Ranken made a seven weeks’ visit to the Province of Goyaz,

and was much encouraged by the progress visible in the work, and
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sergeant, a devout Christian, who gave him a New Testament, which he
vowed to destroy as soon as he was free from his service. Just before being
ordered home he and his comrades looted a Chinese house, from which he
brought away a splendid inscribed scroll. On his return to his village at a
feast of welcome he proudly displayed his trophy and praised its beautiful
motto. His old friend listened to the admiring comments, and then said,
“ But these are not the words of a Chinese sage ; they are taken from the
* Jesus book ’ which you despise and hate.” The soldier was deeply impressed.
Finally he came to his friend and said, “ I surrender, I surrender ; that God
of yours and that Book of yours find me out wherever I go. Now I will try
to know them.” Thereupon he sought further teaching and is now waiting
for baptism.

KOREA.

Colporteurs. Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

3 14 431 1,193 1,638— 14 840 2,125 2,97!)

Decrease, 1,341

Korea has ceased to be an empire, and has become a province

of conquering Japan. But Korea is gaining a new title to

the regard and imitation of Christendom. The Gospel is

making its way here into hearts and lives as in apostolic days.

One Christian, it is said, has been added to the Church every
hour since the first missionaries entered the field. And the

Korean Christians have many of the marks of early Christianity.

They give themselves to the ministry of the Word and to

prayer as their privilege and first duty after conversion. Their

prayer meetings put to shame those of the home Churches,

it is not a driblet of the members that come together once a

week to hear the minister preach and pray
;

but the whole
congregation in its hundreds, sometimes its thousands, comes
to pour out its heart before God and to expect and receive

His blessing. Their gifts are as remarkable as their prayers.

Not many rich men after the flesh are called. It is again the

common people that “ hear Him gladly,” and the gifts they

lay on His altar are first themselves, then their money and
time. Recently many of the Christians dedicated a certain

number of days, from three to ninety, in which at their own
charges to preach and teach in non-Christian villages. At
one meeting 159 men pledged themselv js to give each of

them 17 days to such service. Nearly 20 .> Christian churches

observed a Bible Sunday last year, somv of the collections

made meaning not a few supperless nights to the contributors.

It was the Word of God that led the way, and that through
copies sent out by the National Bible Society of Scotland.

Where those copies went the first missionaries found already

a seed to serve him, not only ground prepared, but corn in ear.
“ I treat my Book,” said one convert, “ as the mother treats

her baby. When she lies down to rest it lies in her bosom,

Table of Circulation :

—

Total for 1910,
Total for 1909,
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when she rises in the morning she straps it to her back, and
carries it with her all the day. Though I read the Book a
hundred times (and it had lost its first and last pages with
frequent thumbing) it comes back always to my lips with ever

sweeter taste.” It was a New Testament of wliicli he spoke,

but did ever convert speak more nearly in the spirit of the

older revelation which he had not yet seen ? “ When thou

goest it shall lead thee, when thou sleepest it shall keep thee,

when thou awakest it shall talk with thee !
” This man, so

poor that he is called “ a tramp,” had brought fifteen persons

into the Church, and is still active in commending his Book
and his Lord to the acceptance of all men.

This year the Korean Church has put forth its energies

towards the bringing of a million souls to Christ, and it is the

sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God with which it

has gone forth to this Holy War. The British and Foreign
Bible Society has had the honour to publish an edition of the

Gospel of St. Mark to be sold at one farthing per copy, and
600,000, now probably more, have been purchased by the

Christians
;
with these in their hands and on their lips, to use

the language of St. Mark’s version of the great commission,
(hey are “preaching the Gospel to every creature” in their

little world. It is an object lesson to the Churches
;
and the

promise will not fail :
“ Lo, I am with you even to the end

of the world.” A national evangelistic campaign has been
planned in which foreign and Korean missionaries of various
denominations are to combine their forces.

By agreement with the British and Foreign Bible Society
lluee colporteurs have been allocated to this Society, their

names are Yi Keun Sik and Han Chai Kwan, under the Rev. W.
R. Foote of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission, and Pak Eung
Yong, who is superintended by the Rev. J. L. Gerdine and
t he Methodist Episcopal Mission, South. These all are com-
mended as good workers by the Rev. Hugh Miller of the sister

Bible Society, to whose interest the Board are much indebted.
The Board willingly add to the £10 contributed by friends for
the support of each Qf these colporteurs as much as is necessary,
and will be glad to receive further gifts of the kind and to
apply them as desired.

In his latest communication Mr. Miller says :
“ The year

1910 completes twenty-five years of mission work, and 210,573
persons are enrolled as Church members. Their contributions
amounted to £22,844, aii average of over 2s. 2d. for each,
besides days of preaching numbered last year by thousands.’.’

“ The Old Testament, completing the entire Bible in Korean,
is now printed, and by the end of February, 1911, we expect
to issue it.” >
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The whole cost of this Version has been defrayed by the
British and Foreign, the American, and the National Bible

Society of Scotland.

SOUTH AMERICA.

Table of Circulation :

—

San Paulo,

Pernambuco, •

Total for 1910,

Total for 1909,

BRAZIL.

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

499 1,494 1,129 3,122
449 1,003 523 1,975

948 2,497 1,652 5,097
513 1,242 701 2,456

Increase, - 2,641

The South American Evangelical Mission report that their

colportage work makes good progress in the interior, and that

the Gospel is being preached from village to village and city

to city in all this part of Brazil. Two colporteurs travelling

on foot with a mule carrying their books and luggage have
been traversing the Northern part of the province. One of

them writes from the first little town visited :

—

With a heart full of joy I give thanks to our gracious God, for 1 have met
in this town some who, through the reading of a Bible which I sold nearly a

year ago, have abandoned idolatry and other things against His will, and
several have manifested a great desire to receive and believe in Jesus as

their Saviour.

Another colporteur (Diniz), working in the West of this

State, has sold 46 Bibles and 134 Testaments in 16 days, and
this in the larger cities where the priests have had unlimited

power up to the present.

In the month of March, 373 Scriptures’, including 73 Bibles

and 161 Testaments, were sold in San Paulo and Minas Geraes,

an unexpectedly large number, indeed the colporteur’s stock

was exhausted, though in one of the cities there is a well-

known fanatical community, and the other is the seat of the

Bishop of Minas. The Bible is moving Brazil. And yet no
later than the beginning of 1909 a Bishop in a newspaper
article counselled his people to burn all the Scriptures in

their power ! In this country, larger than Australia or

the United States or China proper, the missionaries with one
consent hail the Bible Societies as their best helpers.

Pernambuco.—Work has been resumed in this great

province, but the circulation reported has been effected during
only eleven months by members of Senor Campello’s con-

gregation, of which formerly the Rev. James Fanstone was
pastor.
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Testaments. Portions. Total.

557 6,225 6,877
431 1,193 1,636

Increase, . 5,239

The Korean Version of the Bible was completed by the publica-

tion in 1911 of the Old Testament.- The cost of the Version has

been defrayed by the three English-speaking Bible Societies.

The total circulation of Scriptures in Korea in the year 1910-

1911 was nearly 800,000, a number as large as that circulated in

India, although Korea has only a population of about 13,000,000.

It was in 1865 that Rev. Mr. Thomas, acting as' an agent of this

Society, died as a martyr in the endeavour to introduce Scriptures

into Korea. Instead of repeating such a frontal attack this Society

was enabled to send Scriptures into Korea, by giving them to

Korean merchants who were returning from Manchuria. To a Gospel

concealed iu a bundle of wastepaper was due the conversion of the

first Protestant convert. Converted by the reading of the Gospel
lie went to'Manchuria iu search of some one who would baptise

him. He was led to Rev. Mr. MTntyre of Newchwang, who after

observation and instruction granted him his desire. He had never
seen a Missionary till he arrived at Newchwang. Returning to

Korea as a colporteur, he travelled south as far as Seoul, and three
years afterwards the Communion was observed in Seoul by a little

company of seveu persons, thus laying the foundation of the
Korean Christian Church. The Korean Church was founded on
•he Word, and loves it.

This Society has maintained five colporteurs and two Bible-
womcn, in connection with whom all the administrative and
other charges are borne by the British and Foreign Bible
Society. Colportage in Korea has lost the charm of novelty,
n »‘l stands upon its merits. But its merits are great. One
"i the colporteurs maintained by the Society is Pak Uug Yung,
"hose story is so full of Christian romance that it may well

told here as an illustration of what can be, and is being
rnoomplished by simple consecration and living faith. Pak’s
footer-father was an olficial in the palace of the Korean Emperor,
“iid Pak entered the palace service at the age of fifteen. Upon
•ho (loath of his father thirteen years after, he was, according
'o Korean usage, obliged to resign his position, and returned
•«» his ancestral home at Tok Bowie. There he had lived for
"•ven years, when one day a man came and preached near
hin house, from whom Pak bought a copy of St. Matthew’s

KOREA.
Table of Circulation :

—

\ Colporteurs. Bibles.

Total for 1911, 7 95
* Total for 1910, 3 14
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Gospel. He read it and re-read it through the night, and in the

morning sought out the wandering preacher, and was led into the

light. He was the only Christian in a district covering seventy

miles by thirty-five. From the first he worked for Christ, but

after some years devoted himself to colportage. “Pak’s service

has been one long line of conquest. He has never known defeat.”

Tok Bowie, the village in which he had lived, was his Waterloo.

If he won here, he need fear no place. God was faithful to every

promise Pak claimed, and a little group of Christians now worship

there. Next came An Kol, a hotbed of iniquity. The “squire”

of the village warned the people that if anyone gave shelter to Pak
he would forfeit his right to live in the village. In that village a

little Church has been built, with fifty regular attenders. Thirty

miles east of An Kol is Yong San Kol. Here Pak worked and

prayed for some time without result. Not a door would open to

him. But it was in his heart to redeem Yong San Kol. At

length lie persuaded two or three persons to buy and read Gospels.

The congregation there to-day numbers 140, and one of the office-

bearers is the headman of the village, who said to him, “ Get

out of this place, you dog.” Across the country twenty-five miles

is a group of villages in a valley. Thither Pak went. The first to

give heed to his teaching was a farmer who bought the four

Gospels and Acts, and is to-day the leader of a group of Christians.

He went to Sang Sim Li, which means “ The town of lofty

thinking.” By the Word and his instruction, Farmers Pai and

Cha were converted with four others. In three years the little

Church had grown to twenty members. Pai became a mighty

man of prayer and said to Cha, “ Brother, God has given us His

Word, but we cannot receive its fullest blessing until we have

given it to others.” They toured the surrounding district with

Pak. The work of grace spread like a forest fire, until to-day that

little group at Sang Sim Li has become the mother of sixteen

churches, besides many cottage meeting-places. These are only

illustrations of the devoted and fruitful service of this man.

Through his conversion he lost much of his property, but he could

live the rest of his life in retirement. He prefers, however, the

long rough roads and the mountain passes, the heavy pack and

the enemy’s abuse, because he has had a vision of the Lord. Mr.

Miller of Seoul, from whose report the above is condensed, says
“ His life is worthy of a place among the greatest of our Society’s

workers. He is made of the stuff we find in martyrs. Faith and

patience are his constant companions."
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KOREA.
Table of Circulation :— \

Total for 1912,

. Total for 1911,

Colporteurs.

*5

7

Bibles.

195

95

Testaments. Portions.

303 4,571

557 6,225

Total.

5,069

6,877

•

Decrease, • 1,808

* Including two Biblewomen.

^
Version Work.—The Society has agreed to co-operate with the

British and Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible Society
in the translation of the Old Testament into Korean Mixed
Script.

A Time of Trial.—The Korean Church is passing through a

time of trial and testing. Perchance it is well that there should
be a sifting of the wheat. The Church of Christ in Korea has in

recent years made phenomenal progress. If it is called upon to pass
through the furnace, doubtless He who watcheth as a refiner ol

silver will bring it forth purified seven times. In September, 1911,
a number of arrests were made in Syen Chun in the north-west of

Korea, including the pastor of the church and several teachers, and
many scholars of the mission school. The charge was that they
were accomplices in a plot formed against the life of the Japanese
Governor-General. The arrests continued at irregular intervals
until April, 1912, the number arrested being 150. Of these, 123
were placed on public trial in June, but before that time nine
men, of whom seven are Christians, had been banished without
trial. Ninety-eight of the 123 men who were put on trial were
known to be Christians, and twenty-eight of them held office as

pastors, elders, deacons, &c. The chief evidence against the
accused consisted of “confessions,” which, it was alleged, they had
made, but which several of the prisoners withdrew in Court,
declaring that they had been wrung from them by torture whilst
in prison. One of the prisoners in retracting his “ confession

”

said, “ I was afraid I would be killed, as I saw another man
killed before my eyes.” In many cases evidence which appeared
to establish an utibi was brushed aside. The trial dragged on
through the summer, and in September 105 of the prisoners,
almost all Christians, were sentenced to penal servitude for terms
varying from five to ten years. An Appeal was taken to the
High Court, which has not yet issued judgment upon the case.

*
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When Japan annexed Korea, it declared that all religions would

receive protection aud facility for their legitimate propagandism.

It ought not to be anticipated that the higher authorities will

favour anything in the nature of a persecution of the Christian

Church in Korea. At the present time all sympathy should be

extended to the missionaries and native Christians in Korea, and

it is earnestly to be desired that the native Christians suffering

unjustly, as far as can be determined by the facts in hand, may be

restrained from all unworthy action, and may be strengthened to

behave themselves as becometh the Gospel of Christ.

General Conditions.—The improvement in the general condi-

tions of the country exposes the Koreans to new temptations.

There are openings for money-making which did not formerly

exist, and in connection with the changes introduced by the

Japanese Government, there is larger scope for individuality than

previously existed save in the Christian Church. The Korean
loves novelty, aud the quick successes of Christianity have

deprived it of that feature. Notwithstanding, the work grows,

and the Kingdom comes.

What the Book is Doing-
.

—

As a missionary stood preaching in a big Korean
market he said, pointing to one man in the crowd :

“ Elder brother, Jesus

can save such as you.” After the crowd dispersed that man came up to the

preacher and said : “Western gentleman, several months ago I bought a book
called the Gospel by St. John here in this market, from a Korean who was
preaching. 1 have read that book over and over, and to-day I came here to

see if the man were here again, to tell him that his book had made me believe

mi Jesus.”

The Rev. F. G. Vessey writes: “One old Korean whom we visited had
taken two copies of two of the Gospels, and had pasted them, page by page,

all round his room. We found that these Gospels had been used of God to

his salvation, although he had never seen either a missionary or a preacher.

He had pasted them up in order that he might have them ever before his

eyes, and also point out to friends and visitors the holy words of his Saviour.”
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KOREA.

Table of Circulation:

—

Total for 1913,
Total for 1912,

Colporteurs. Bibles.

*5 81
*5 195

Testaments. Portions.

351 5,042
303 4,571

Total.

5,474
5,069

Increase, . 405

Iucluding two Biblewomen.

It was almost inevitable that, after the early years of phenomenal

progress the winnowing fan should be applied to the Church in

Korea. This is not the place to refer in detail or in a critical way

to the repeated trials for conspiracy in which a large number of

Christians were implicated. The ultimate result was that six

men were condemned by the Supreme Court to six years’ penal

servitude. The early stages of the trials caused a halt in the

numbers coming into the Church. There was a decrease of

catechumens, and not a few fell away. Notwithstanding, at the

Conference held at Seoul in March, it was reported that in the

previous year there had been 11,700 baptisms. The Church is

growing in independent strength ; its leaders are becoming more

competent
;

its spiritual life is deepening, and the converts

gathered into it are more thoughtful and sincere. It has reached

the stage of consolidation and construction.

It is interesting to recall that, finding colonies of Koreans on the

northern side of the mountains which divide Manchuria from Korea,

the Rev. Dr. Ross of Mukden learned their language, and translated

the Gospels for the first time into it, and that the National

Bible Society of Scotland aided in the printing of them in 1880.

They were sent into Korea by the hands of travellers returning

through the passes. One of the Society’s colporteurs this year

has worked amongst the Korean colonies on the northern side

of the mountains, under the superintendence of the Rev. A. H.

Barker, of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission. Mr. Yi, the

colporteur referred to, states that when travelling he saw some

men resting under a tree. Having entered into conversation with

them, he was able to sell a Gospel to one of the men. Three or

four months later he again met the purchaser, who told him that

he lived in a village where there were no Christians, and that on

reading the book he found there was much which he did not

understand. He sought enlightenment from a Christian in a

village near by, and is now a professing Christian. Mr. Kang,

another of the colporteurs, lays great stress upon selling the Old

Testament and New Testament as well as Portions. He feels

that when a man comes to the point of buying a Testament, lie
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has some intention of studying it. Frequent cases are reported

here as elsewhere, of the way for the Testament having been

prepared through the single Gospel.

Two biblewomen are specially" supported by friends in Scotland.

Mr. Hugh Millar, the Bible Society agent in Seoul, is deeply

impressed with the valuable service rendered by the biblewomen.
“ Colporteurs often find houses to which they have no access, but

with the biblewomen it is different
;
every door is open to them,

even if the only place where they can meet the women is in the

kitchen. I am especially impressed with what they are doing in

poor and thickly-populated places. The door at one house which

I visited was so low that I could scarcely gain entrance. An old

couple lived in it. The wife attends church
;

the husband is a

cripple and unable to walk, but seems to be an earnest Christian.

The biblewomen have taught these old folk the Gospel story, and

at our last communion the man, though unable to be present, was

enrolled as a catechumen.”

Sacrifice that Counts.—A Korean lady of great wealth, beautifully gowned
in shining linen and soft silk, stopped her Sedan chair outside a book-store in

An Dong. A friend stopped to speak with her, and she said, “ I have just

been buying some books to take home with me to give away to my unbelieving

neighbours.” “ Where are they 1 ” asked her friend. ‘‘ In the chair,” was the

reply. And one of the chair coolies, with a very disgusted look upon his face,

raised the chair curtain, and behold ! the chair was packed full of St. Mark’s

Gospel, tracts, and hymn-books. “ But,” said her friend, “ the chair is full, you

cannot get in !

” “ That’s no matter,” she laughed ;
“ it is only thirty li (fifteen

miles), and I can walk.” The chair coolies were bidden to take up the chair,

and they' did so rather gruntingly, and the lady followed, walking with her

woman-servant, her face beaming with pleasure, and smiling “ Good-bye.”

Only those who know what riding in a chair stands for among Korean

women can appreciate the sacrifice in this story. “To leave the city of An
Dong on foot when she might ride !” exclaimed a bystander. She was past

fifty years of age.

As the Society does not have an independent agency in Korea,

acknowledgment- is made of the courteous helpfulness of the

British and Foreign Bible Society which meets all administrative

expenses, while this Society pays the salaries of the colporteurs

and biblewomen whose work is reported on. The Society, how-

ever, continues to share as formerly in the translation work in

which it was the pioneer.

Version Work.—Arrangements have been made by the three

Bible Societies for the issue of the Old Testament in Mixed Script,

which is the form used by the official and middle classes. An
edition of the New Testament in Mixed Script has already been

published.
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suffer no lack. May all who look for the appearing of our
adorable Redeemer feel that the privilege of assisting in the

coming of the Kingdom into the hearts and lives of those for

whom Christ died, is God-given and of great joy !

KOREA.
Table of Circulation :

—

Colporteurs. Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Total for 1914, 10 31 303 25,702 26,032
Total, for 1913, *5 81 351 5,042

Increase,

5,474

20,558

‘Including two Biblewomen.

There is a large increase in the circulation. This is the

result of closer supervision from the Bible house and of the

issue of the Gospels and Acts, to sell at one sen (farthing).

The crops have been very good, although much damage
was done by floods in the two north-east provinces, the
territory worked by the Canadian Presbyterian Mission and
our colporteurs.

The authorities are giving a great deal to help the Koreans
to become industrious and thrifty. The farmers—and 75 per
cent, of the population are engaged in agriculture—are being

encouraged to undertake side lines of work, such as the making
of straw or 'hemp shoes, the keeping of bees, sericulture, and
other occupations that will add to their income. Savings
Banks are being opened, and the people are being encouraged
to use them. The Governor General employs a special

Commissioner who devotes his entire time to giving popular
lectures to villagers, in which he shows them the value of

industry, thrift, sanitation, and other kindred subjects. Forestry
is receiving much attention from the Governor General.

Existing forests are being preserved and the cutting of timber
is regulated. The planting of trees is being encouraged, and
last year more than 16,000,000 young trees were planted.

This continued for years will soon change the appearance of

these bare brown hills, and will besides do immense good
in preventing the floods which frequently sweep over whole
districts, destroying many lives, much property, and standing

crops.

The year just closing has been full of encouragements to

the missionary. The Koreans have been more ready to accept

the Gospel than in the previous two or three years, and 3,879

have been added to the baptized membership as well as 516
in the Catechumenate, in the Missions forming the Federal
Council. The contributions show an increase of £968 8s. over
the previous year.
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Our own phase of the work has prospered beyond what
we could have expected. The circulation through the men
supported by us shows an increase of more than one hundred
per cent. It is a great thing to be able to put God’s Word
into the hands of men in a language they can understand,
and yet this is only the means towards an end, and that is
to bring men to know God.

The colporteurs in their monthly reports very often make
mention of this man here, and that man there, who has decided
to believe in Jesus Christ, and not seldom are groups of
believers gathered through the humble but blessed ministry
of colporteurs.

Colporteur Yi Yong Hai, who works under the direction
of the Rev. D. M. M‘Rae, writes that since he began work as
a colporteur in 1909, he has circukited several thousand
copies of the Scriptures, and that a number of people have been
led to Christ. The 3

rear before last he was able to start a
ciiurch in a village where there had not been a believer, and
now there are about forty persons attending the Sabbath
services. In two other places churches have also been started.

He has found the reading of the Scriptures very comforting
to sick people, and more than once have whole families been
led to read the Scriptures, because they saw the cheer and
comfort it brought to the sick ones.

Mr. Cho, a colporteur working under Rev. A. F. Robb,
and supported by a lady at Bridge-of-Weir, was instrumental
in bringing a blind man to know Jesus. In his visitation of a
village he came to the home of a blind man who was the
village fortune teller. Cho read the Scriptures to him, and
exhorted him to believe in Jesus Christ. After a time the
sorcerer admitted that his business was not a very honest one,
and was gradually convicted of sin, and brought into a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ. He, with all the members of
his house, now attends the diets of worship in the little church,
ten miles distant.

The villagers took a deep interest in the blind man and
the “ new doctrine he was now doing,” and several of them
have become Christians. Their Christian influence in the
village was so great that the village heathen school was
turned into a Christian school, with the Bible as a text book,
without the loss of a single scholar.

In one village he had prevailed upon a young man to buy a
Gospel. When the man’s mother learned of it she became
very angry, and insulted Mr. Cho because she thought he was
seeking to lead her son in a way that was not good. A few
months later when he returned to this village, the whole family,
including the mother, entertained the colporteur as if he were
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one of their nearest relatives. Their whole attitude towards

him was changed by the reading of the Gospel.

Such are the results of the colporteur’s ministry. The
blind see a great light, the deaf hear the joyful news

;
men

are brought into union and communion with Jesus Christ.

As the Society does not have an independent agency in Korea,
acknowledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the

British and Foreign Bible Society which meets all administrative

expenses, while this Society pays the salaries of the colporteurs

and biblewomen whose work is reported on. The Society, how-
ever, continues to share as formerly in the translation work in

which it was the pioneer.

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation :— *

Nyasaland, -

Colporteurs. Bibles.

4
Testaments. Portions. Total.

Nyanga, - _ _ 1 1.014 1,805 2,819

Tonga, - * 994 994
Tumbuka, 1,000 — 1,000

Ngoni, - — — — 5,000 5,000

English,

Belgian Congo, -

830 — 830

Various,

Southern Nigeria—
— 45 108 300 453

Efik, — 415 2,599 949 3,903

English, - — 720 — — 720

Total for 1914, — 1,186 5,557 9,048 15,791

Total for 1913, 4 848 2,575 3,201

Increase,

0,024

9,167

Tumbuka.—1,000 Testaments were printed at Living-

stonia, and 5,000 of each of the four Gospels were ordered.

Wiza Version.—The four Gospels have been printed

during the year, the cost being provided by the income from

the “ Mary Dow Boyd Wallace ” Memorial Fund. A letter

was received from thb Mission Church at Chitambo, contain-

ing £3 as an expression of gratitude to the Society.

Tong'a.—Genesis and Deuteronomy were printed in Edin-

burgh and the proofs were read by Rev. Mr. M‘Alpine. The
whole New Testament was now translated and had been

passed by the translation committee for printing.

Efilc.—2.490 Old Testaments, 12.260 New Testaments, 2,000

Psalms and Luke (in one vol.), and 2,000 Proverbs were printed

in Edinburgh.

Bible Sunday.—This was observed in the Blantyre

Presbytery, and collection amounting to £6 2s. 5d. received,

also a contribution of £10 from the congregation at Bandawe,

and £10 from the Livingstonia congregation.
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Gospel to^ a man living in a remote highland hamlet who later
bought a Testament. Now, there is a group of a dozen Christians
in the village a hundred miles away from any missionary, and
twenty miles from the nearest church. The two biblewomen
Abigail and Miriam, whose salaries are provided by two friends in
Scotland, continue to do good and helpful work.

Version Work.—The transcription of the Old Testament into
“ Mixed Script,” which is the form used by the official and middle
classes, is in progress, and also the revision of the “ Mixed Script”
New Testament.

As the Society does not have an independent Agency in Korea, acknow-
ledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, which meets all administrative expenses, while this Society pays the
salaries ol the colporteurs and biblewomen whose work is reported on. The
Society, however, continues to share as formerly in the translation work in
which it was the pioneer.

SYRIA.

A belated report of work done through the depot at Tiberias
has come to hand too late to allow the insertion of the figures in
the Circulation Table. The issues in 1914 and 1915 have been
776 Scriptures. The Rev. James Cohen writes :

“ However small
the number is in comparison with the issues of former years, I
have done and am doing my best, by God’s help, to have the
Gospel proclaimed through the depot. It is clear that the Word
of God is read with interest, and God’s presence is felt more than
before.”

AFRICA.
Table'of Circulation :

—

Colporteur

Nyasaland, .... 4

Nyanja
Tonga

Belgian Congo

—

English
Southern Nigeria

—

Efik
English,

South Africa,

Total in 1915, . 4
Total in 1914, . . 4

Biblux. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1,444 720 2,164
... 1,266 1,206

... 12 128 140

220 1,326 833 2,379
407 2 409

169 169

627 2,953 2,947 6,627
1,180 6,567 9,048 16,791

Decrease, , 9,264

Life and work have been much disturbed in Nyasalaud through
the War. As the Government required the use of all the steamers
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Table of Circulation :

—

Total for 1915,

.

Total for 1914, .

KOREA.

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

37 161 27,661 27,859

31 303 25,702 26,036

Increase, 1,823

Colporteurs, 8. Biblewomen, 2.

The name of the Rev. Dr. Ross, formerly of Mukden, who

passed away in the course of the year, will long be held in

honour by those interested in the evangelisation of Korea. He

had the honour of translating the Gospels into the Korean

language for the first time, and they were printed by this Society

in 1880. He was assisted in the translation of the Gospels, and

subsequently of the New Testament, by a Korean, named Mi.

Saw Sang Yun, who in 1888 returned to his native laud as a

colporteur. During 1915 Mr. Thomas Hobbs, in an address to

the students of the Girls’ Acadetuy at Syen Chun, told the stoiy

of Dr. Ross’ translation. When he had finished, one of the

teachers, an elderly man, stood up and said :

—

“You may be interested to know that I bought a Testament from Mr. Saw

when he came to Korea. It was a strange book to me, and at first 1 was not

very much interested in its contents
;

finally, it was used to paper the walls

of my room. About two years afterwards I became curious to know what

the book contained, and I began to read the pages on the walls. As I read 1

grew more and more deeply impressed, and eagerly devoured every word

that was visible. As the pages were printed on both sides, I could only read

half the story, and that was in many cases so disconnected that it was

impossible to understand it. Finally, 1 bought a fresh copy, and through

reading that book I was brought to the Saviour.”

The Rev. A. F. Robb, of the Canadian Presbyterian Mission,

who superintends some of the colporteurs, writes of them :
“ They

are the front rank of the Lord’s Army. They are engaged not in

trench warfare, nor long distance artillery attacks, but in daily

hand to hand engagements in the open. A great host are in-

different, and some are still hostile.” The Bible circulation in Korea

has steadily increased, and the Word has been with power. A
missionary tells that in a class of fifty men who were training fox

personal Christian work he asked how many had been led to Christ

as the direct result of preaching, aud twelve hands were held

up. How many had gone to church as sight-seers and then had

believed ? Two raised their hands. How many had been convinced

by reading tracts ? Two. " But when I asked how many had been

led to believe by reading the little penny Korean Gospels which

are being scattered everywhere by the colporteurs, no less than

twenty responded.” Three years ago one of the colporteurs sold a

60
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a village where the policeman questioned him very closely

about his work and that of the Society. The policeman grew

interested personally as the talk went on
;
and, after an hour,

said he wanted peace and pardon for himself, and promised

to visit a Christian pastor in the neighbourhood. Later on,

Mr. Tobiyama visited a farmhouse among the mountains, and

found twenty coolies in the house quite drunk. He felt that

he must witness for Christ to these men. He opened his stock

of Scriptures and began explaining the contents of the Book

of God, when one of the men threw a dead viper on the New
Testament he was holding. Gradually their attention was

arrested, with the result that sixteen of the men left the farm-

house having each purchased a Testament.

KOREA.

Colporteur at work in Korea.

Table ol Circulation

No. of
Colporiage Sales. Weeks.

Yi Keun Sik, - 52

Kim Yun Po, - 52

Ham Choo Ik, - 52

An Chang Yul, ... 41)

Chang Ho Koun, 50

Han Kyung Sam, - - - 50

lvang Suk Chun, - - • 50

Pak Koon Rhon, 52

Total, —

Hililes

ami O.T.
New
Tests.

Portions. Total.

1 7 3,273 3,281

1 - 3 2,172 2,170

10 2,314 2,324

4 18 7,202 7,284

2 30 G,532 0,570

24 5,880 5,904

11 0,174 0,185

— 10 4,780 ~ 4,709

s. 128 38,387- 38,523
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Blblewomen’s Sales :

—

Colportage Sales.

Kim Shin Kyung, -

Pak Choon Shin,

No. of
-Weeks.

• • 52
- - 52

Bibles
and O.T.

7
1

Test*. Portions.

11 1,258
6 2,226

Total.

1,276

2,232

Total, . 8 16 3,484 3,508

1916, Total Circulation,

1915, Do., -

42,031 volumes.
27,859 do.

Increase, . 14,172 do.

Believing as we do, that the Scriptures alone “ are able
to make men wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus,” it is with joy we have to report an increase in
the circulation, both among the men and women of Korea.
This has been effected by painstaking colportage, through
which the people are persuaded to purchase the Scriptures.
It is gratifying to mention that during the past year there has
been an increase in the number of baptized members added to
the churches.

There has also been temporal prosperity since the country
was annexed by Japan in 1909. The rice crop has increased
by 21,000,000 bushels, barley by 8,500,000 bushels, wheat
by 2,500,000 bushels, beans by 2,350,000 bushels, millet by
2,750,000 bushels, silk cocoons by 158,720 bushels, and cattle
have increased from 700,000 to 1,300,000 head. These
increases are equal to £30,000,000, or to double the figures
of the first year of Japanese regime. Already the country
is growing more food stuffs than is needed for home con-
sumption, and shipments of rice have been made to Australia.

During the same period 700,000 acres have been planted
with 230,000,000 trees, both adding to the wealth of the
country, and transforming the bare brown hills into well-
covered green ones, beautiful to look upon. Our prayer is

that the Christian life of the country may keep pace with its

material prosperity.

As the Society does not have an independent Agency in
Korea, acknowledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, which meets all

administrative expenses, while this Society pays the salaries
of the colporteurs and biblewomen whose work is reported on.
The Society, however, continues to share as formerly hi tho
translation work in which it was the pioneer.

SYRIA.

The issues for the years 1914 and 1915 amounted to 57
Bibles, 33 Testaments, 686 Portions—776. These figures came
to hand too late to be entered in the circulation of last year.
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pleted, and the Revised New Testament will shortly be issued
from the press.

Sub-Agency.—Mr. Lawrence has moved from Kobe to Nagasaki,
in the hope of developing the work generally in Kyushiu, and
•especially in the educational centres, such as Fukuoka and
Kumamoto.

Colportage.—Missionary arrangements in Japan have been
schemed out after an intensive rather than an extensive plan.
Consequently, missionary effort has been concentrated in cities
near the coast, rather than diffused throughout the country.
There has been success in bringing into faith men of light aud
leading, but the real Japan—the Japan of the country—has been
only slightly touched. It is reckoned that four-fifths of the
population is uuevangelised. The colporteur may play a great
part in pioneering the Gospel in Japan. A Buddhist priest said
t° u colporteur :

“
I think Christianity must be an earnest

religion if it makes men like you so earnest in selling its writings.
You persuade me, though a Buddhist, to take an interest in it.”

Naturally, the experiences of the colporteurs are strikingly
diverse. A master in one of the schools replied to an invitation
to purchase a Testament :

“ This Christianity is an insult to the
gods of Japan, aud I fear it may become a grave danger. I would
not think of letting my students learn this doctrine.” At another
school the master said :

“ This book is so difficult to understand
we might as well be blind.” The colporteur had the privilege
of addressing the teachers, and at the end sixteen Testaments
were bought by them

;
and, says the colporteur, “ I thanked our

Saviour, who opens the eyes of the blind.”

Table of Circulation :

—

Total for 1917,
Total for 1916,

KOREA.

Colporteurs and
Blblewomon.

10
10

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

8 172 41,387 41,567
16 144 41,871 42,031

Decrease, . 464

The Directors had the pleasure of welcoming Mr. Hugh Miller,
who has charge of Bible Society work in Korea, during his
furlough. The story he had to tell was an inspiring one. He
mentioned that, shortly before leaving Korea, two men presented
themselves as candidates for baptism at a meeting of the church
with which he is connected. In answer to the question which is

customarily put to candidates—How did you come to know about
Christianity ?—one of the meu replied :

“ A man in the village in
which I live bought a Gospel, aud as he could not read he brought
it to me, and I read it to him. As I read it I became convinced
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that it was a good doctrine, and if I had known it before I would
have adopted it.’ Ihe other man stated that he had bought a
Gospel and through it believed.

Bible is the best studied book in Korea, and a very
distinctive feature ot the Church life is the Bible classes, which
meet during the winter mouths in a central station for ten days
01 a fortnight. It is estimated that fully 125,000 persons gather
every winter in these Bible classes for the study of the Bible.
.The purpose is not simply personal profit, but that they may
communicate what they learn to the churches from which they
come. At these Bible classes “ collections of days ” are made

—

i.e.,

individuals volunteer to devote five, ten, or more days to visiting
non-Christian villages and preaching the Gospel.

Before missionaries were allowed to enter Korea, the Rev. Mr.
Thomas, an agent of this Society, went there with Scriptures, aud
was murdered at Pyeng Yang. In that city there are now eleven
churches.

As the Society does not have an independent Agency in Korea, acknow-
ledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, which meets all administrative expenses, while this Society pays the
salaries of the colporteurs and Biblewomen whose work is reported on. The
Society, however, continues to share as formerly in the translation work in
which it was the pioneer.

AFRICA.
Table of Circulation:—

Total for 1917,
Total for 1916,

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1,316 3,943 7,588 12,847
1,198 3,407 3,200 7,811

Increase, . 5,036

The Gospels of St. Matthew, St. Mark, and St. Luke have been
printed for the first time in Chinamwanga. The first section of
Exodus (i.-xx. 21) has been printed for the first time in Tonga.
A revised edition of St. Mark’s Gospel in Kikuyu has been
published jointly with the British and Foreign Bible Society.
The translation of the Pentateuch for the Nyanja people is ready
for the press, but, on the advice of the missionaries on the field,

its publication is, in present circumstances, postponed. The
translation of the whole Old Testament is well advanced. This
version is joint property with the British aud Foreign Bible
Society. The War having interrupted the revision of the
Tumbuka, it has been necessary to reprint the original transla-
tion. The Efik version has had a record year both as to number
and proceeds of-sales.

The native congregations connected with Blantyre Mission have
sent contributions amounting to £20.
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At one house visited six men were discussing Buddhism.

Mr. Fujita joined them, saying he had something to tell them.

He asked which they enjoyed more, the odour of the eels

then being cooked in the room or the eating of them. They
replied, the enjoyment of eating was greater. “ I think,”

• said he, “ your talking may be said to resemble the smelling

of the eels, while the teaching of the Book I wish to sell you

is of greater attractiveness. Listen while I read.” He chose

St. Matthew ii. 28-30 :
“ Come unto me . .

.” One man
said, “ We must taste this new teaching.” Each person

bought a Book.
Mr. Matakichi Shinonome came to us in January of this

year, and has been working in the city of Kagoshima. There

he met a young man, who saluted him very politely, and said,

“ Last year I purchased from a colporteur a copy of a Gospel.

The colporteur helped me to understand somewhat of the

teaching it contained. I read and studied the Book, and I

gladly tell you to-day, that as a result of buying that Book

I am a Christian and very happy. I certainly thank God
for the work the Bible-sellers are doing in my country, and

pray for the prosperity of the Society that sends them to us.

I hope it will continue its perfect work for the souls who live

in darkness.”

Truly, the Holy Spirit, by the means of the colporteurs,

is guiding into the truth many in far-away Japan, and wo

pray that many more may yet yield allegiance to our Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ.

The. National Iiihk Society of Scotland, in conjunction with the B.F.B.S., with

headquarters at Kobe
,
undertakes Bible work m the south-west part oj the Enipve,

KOREA.

Agent—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

Circulation—10 Bibles, 143 Testaments, 29,653 Portions. Total, 29,706.

We had seven colporteurs and three Bible-women at work

during the past year, who effected the sale of 29,706 Scriptures,

as above noted.

A colporteur says :

—
“ When I moved to the county sue

of Sale Yung there was no church, and I could find none who

could be called real Christians. Now there are about twenty

believers, among whom are threo strong young men, who give

promise of becoming useful Christian leaders. Two of these

young men have been severely persecuted. In fact, one of

them has been driven from home by his parents
;

but ho

remains true to Christ and is zoalous in preaching to the

people in the village to which he has moved.

“ The Rev. F. G. Vesey mentions the case of Mr. Kim IIan

Yung who had lived in the now famous province of Pyeng Yang,
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8

where, as you may know, there are a great number of Christians.

He had, therefore, heard of the Gospel, and seen its powc r 1

transforming hves around him ;
he had occasionally been

exhorted by preachers, but continued to resist the striving*

of the Spirit, and eventually moved right away, as lie thoug ,

from the influence of these Christians. Far away to a village

among the mountains of Kang Won Do he went, a place hard

of access—200 miles from his old home. Imagine Ins surprise

to find that the adjoining village possessed \Ettle Baactuary,

and even in his own hamlet there was a household that prayed

to God every morning and kept the Sabbath. Ivor was

long before a colporteur was on his doorstep.

“ He had a simple message, told in a quiet and persuasive

wav that only an uncouth person would resist So .1 .

Kim listened, and was finally induced to buy a halfpenny

Gospel, promising to read it carefully.

“ He was a silversmith by trade, an occupation by no means

free from the works of darkness, so that lie had not read very

far before his soul was convicted. The Book from whose

message he had tried to escape was now captivating lnm, and

he read it with increasing interest, becoming changed and

sobered as he continued to think upon its teaching. Eventual^

he was desperately concerned about his soul and needed

someone to help him, yet felt too ashamed to ask any of the

local Christians^ When Mr. Vesey visited the district, he was

received into the church by baptism.
. .

“ The kindly message of the colporteur, and the light shining

from his Book! had showed this man what no other had done,

-md to-dav his whole family are counted among the members

“ our lXSat Chang Mai. The local brethren told me

that this silversmith was a good man, exercising a deep

influence for good among liis neighbours So we still look

to our colporteurs to be the heralds of the Gospel, and the

pioneers in the establishing of our Church in Korea.
^

Colporteur An Chang Yul, in his report, says It is a

refreshing and delightful experience to bo welcomed into a

Ullage that had previously rejected me and my message.

The difficulty and opposition usually subsides when a numbei

of men in the village decide to believe. But it is often hard

work to get the first man. Once he is won, others follow, and

it is not long until a prayer meeting is started.

As the iocietv does not have an independent Agency in

Korea acknowledgment is made of tlie^courteous helpfulness

of the British and Foreign Bible Society, which meets a

administrative expenses, while this Society W
of the colporteurs and Biblewomen whose work is reported .

The Society, however, continues to share as foime y

translation work in which it was the pioneei.
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attention to schools and colleges. He says :
“ Everywhere schools

are opening their doors to Bible-selling work as' never before.

In almost all instances the Principals of the schools display

interest and sympathy. It is not at all an uncommon experience
to have from 50 per cent* to VO per cent, of the students purchase
books.”

One of the colporteurs who is set apart for school and college work confirms
Mr. Lawrence’s experiences, as the following extracts from his report shows.
At one school “ I sold 68 copies among the students.” “ During three days
I worked in the Yamaguchi Normal school, n and sold 88 copies.” “At
Kanazawa I was enabled to have several interviews with students, and to

sell 2.9 Bibles, 217 Testaments, and 40 Portions.” In all his colportage
experience this was the record for a similar time.

Colportage.—As Missions in Japan are in the main concen-
trated in a few coast towns, excursions into the Hinterland by the

colporteurs are of very essential value, and the colporteur may be
the breaker down of prejudice and the dispeller of ignorance.

Though oftentimes he may be inclined to say, “ I have laboured

in vain,” he gets cheer as he goes.

A Lost Book.

—

One colporteur who visited a coal mine met a man who
confessed that he was a Christian; that after he came to- that mine he felt

very lonely, but found comfort in reading his Testament every morning and
evening, but that the book had dropped from his pocket into a deep pool
from which he could not recover it. It was a joy to him that the colporteur
came, from whom he could replace his lost treasure. But if the colporteur

had not been led there, he might not have been able to hold up.

Searching the Scriptures.—A young man purchased a Testament, and with
a friend began to study it. They invited others to join them, and soon a
little circle of Bible students was formed. Recently the colporteur received

a letter signed by the young man and one of his friends in which prayer was
requested that they might in time become leaders of others in searching the

Scriptures.

KOREA.
Circulation

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1919, . • 4 85 . 24,876 24,965

1918, • - • 10

*

143 29,663

Decrease,

29,706

4,741

The above circulation lias been done by six colporteurs and two
biblewonien. The year has had very special features of difficulty.

During the winter a plague of influenza swept through the

country. Then, on 1-st March, thirty leading Koreans met in

Seoul and issued a Claim of Independence, which was thereafter

carried throughout the country and adhered to by multitudes in

the cities and villages. The demonstrations were of a “ passive
”

order, but the movement was dealt rigorously with by the

Japanese authorities.
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“The efforts of the authorities to suppress the agitation in Kona have
resulted in the burning down by the soldiers of a number of our largest

church buildings, valued from 5000 to 10,000 yen each, as well as a consider-
able number of smaller churches all over the country. No one knows
at present how many villages have been burned. I my6elf saw seven in one
afternoon in April that had not been reported before, where a thousand people
were homeless and scattered on the hills, though most of the men were
in prison. At the time of writing, several thousands of men and women are

in prison, including a large percentage of Christians, and many have been
condemned to long sentences of hard labour. All the Mission schools of higher
grade are closed because of the unwillingness of students to attend under
present conditions. Itineration is at a standstill, while colportage is very
difficult, as those moving about the country are liable to serious molestation on
the part of the soldiers and gendarmes.

“ The majority of the Korean pastors are in prison, and missionaries cannot
visit the country churches, as their movements excite the apprehensions of the
gendarme, and the Korean Christians become more and more the objects of
their suspicion.”

(“The Christian Movement in the Japanese Empire, including Korea and
Formosa.” Published by Conference of Federated Missions in Japan.)

The Society made representations on the matter to the British

Foreign Office, pointing out that the colportage work of the

Society was being hindered and prejudiced, and received a reply
“ that the matter has been brought to the notice of the Japanese
authorities, and that it is hoped that it will be possible to resume
colportage this autumn under the new Japanese Governor-
General.”

The fires of persecution had scarcely begun to abate when an
epidemic of cholera broke out which made it necessary to prohibit

all travel in certain sections of the country. To these difficulties

must be added the great increase in the cost of living. The year
has been a very hard one, but in spite of, or, perhaps, because of

the serious and successive difficulties, the ministry of the colporteur

lias had the seal of the Lord resting on it. “ The number of books
circulated does not measure the amount of good which he does as

he goes from house to house, and from village to village. Most of

the pioneer work in this laud is being done by him.”

As the Society cloea not have an independent Agency in Korea, acknowledg-
ment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, which meets all administrative expenses, while this Society pays the
salaries of the colporteurs and bihlewomen whose work is reported on. The
Society, however, continues to share as formerly in the translation work in

which it was the pioneer.

AFRICA.
Circulation

Bibles. Testaments. 1'oriions. Total.

1919 1.058 3,749 10.709 15,516
1018 1,835 2,510 2,554 6,390

Increase, . . 9.117

Nyanja.—During the year 10,500 copied of the New Testament
were printed, and 0500 copies of the Book of Psalms.
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KOREA.
Circulation— Bibles.

1920. 4
unit. 4

Details of Work
Colpt. Chung-lio-kuin, sold - 4

Colpt. Cltang-Yiun kyo, sold - —
Colpt. Kin-chang-kyu, sold - —
Bible-Woman Kitt-shin-kyeng, sold

Bible-Woman Choi-l\a, sold

1

Testaments. Portions. Total

.

87 14,842 14,933
85 24,870 24,965

Decrease, - - 10,032

43 4,017 4,064
IS 3,140 3. 1 58
.)> 3.17!) 3,20 1

4 2,200 2,264— 2,240 2,240

S7 1 4,842 ! 4.033

(.'<>1 portage during the year has been hindered by a shortage
<>l hooks, as well as by poor harvests in sections of the country,
and by the ililliculties arising from the political situation, and
as a consetpienee there lias been a decrease in the circulation

ol M).(i:t2.

At l lie same time there has been a willingness on the part

of the people to listen to the (Jospel message, and encouraging
results have been secured, although the number of Seripiures

circulated is less per man and the cost greater than in previous
years.

The following extracts from the reports of colporteurs will

show that their ministry is being blessed to the bringing of

men into right relationship with Clod:

I'.. r cl. vi m years I have prayed and worked for Khei Keni Mol,, who is a man
of i nil uenee in I lie town. I nit he would not admit t he claims of the Christian religion,

and haled me and all ol her Christians, lie even went so far as to strike me ami
to throw si ones at me. At last I succeeded in gelling hint a little interested. I

r< ad to him John iii. 1 1>. anil explained the w av of life to him. He bought a copy
of lh< • tbispel. and linallv said he would helievc. The whole familv are now
Christians, and for t In* past four months have regularly attended the Sunday and
mid week services.

The next extract shows that the colporteur himself was led

to Christ through trading a (lospol. and that he is now trying

to pass on what lie has received:—

Hearing that a Britisher and a Korean had come to our town. I went to see

them oiil of curiosity. I heard the preaching and hough! one Cospcl. After
readiii" il I decided to believe and gave in mv name as a believer. Because of

t his m v pan uts severely relinked me and drove me from home, and as a consequence
1 siilT o d much hardship and was often hungry. But 1 never ceased to believe

and prayed much. Through Cod's help many believers were added to the church,
ind I was linallv elected the “ header" of the group and conducted the Sunday
services, for which 1 vivo Cod thanks. Tin * JJI K f( I that I received I felt was
greater exceedingly than the things I had pleasure in in my unregenerate days. 1

seemed to have hut one desire to live for Cod ami do 1 1 is work.
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A Biblewoman writes :

—

That by the grace of God she has been able to work in a silk factory where ahundred women were employed. “ For some time I had tried to gain admittanceto the factory to sell the Scriptures but was refused. I at last succeeded and thewomen received Gods word gladly and promised to road it night and morning.A huge number of them were unable to read, but a night school has been startedfor them and they are learning to read the native script. One day 1 sold a bookto a wn ow. She listened very attentively to what 1 had to say, ami finally saidshe would believe. Her two sons have since become (’hristiaiusand thc\ are nowa very happy family.”

We have just received word that Vi Keun Sik. who was
supported by the Society from 11113 to 1018, was killed the
other day in Manchuria. .Japanese troops have been sent
there because a town in which some Japanese lived bad been
shot at b\ ( hijiese brigands, and they are being used to exter-
inmate the Anti-Japanese Koreans who have gone there to
ive to be away from the Japanese. Mr. Vi, as far as i> known,
had no connection with these anti-Japanese Koreans, but he
wdh four other men was arrested and taken out on the moun-
tain side and had his head almost chopped off. The report
tells that l .000 houses have been burned, besides twentv
churches and fifteen schools.

As the Society dues not have an independent .Agency in Korea, aeknowleib'nmit is made < »i the courteous helpfulness of the Urilish and Foreign ltihTe
Soccyv, which meets all administrative expenses, while this Society pays the
•salaries o! the colporteurs and hihlew oilien whose work is reported on ‘ TheSociety however, continues to share as formcrl.x in the translation work in
\\ I11H1 it was (lie jiioneer.

AFRICA.
Circulation-

r.mu-s. Tc^aem*.
1920 > 2,216 5,078
l!, lli

1 .058 74t t

Increase, •

Lllb;il).— I lie issue of the Four (Jospels,
llie Li vingstonia J’ress. from a revised text
Daniel ( rawloid, lias been sitnclioned.

F«u lions. Tidal.

21,460 28,754
la. Tati 15,516

13,238

to lie printed tit

provided by Mr.

Nyanja.- It w;is reporled last year (hat the Translation
( ommittee, ol which Rev. Dr. 1 let lierw ick is the chairman.
;md the Dev. William .Murray, of the Dutch Reformed Church
Mission at Mvera, is the principal translator. had completed
the translation of the Old Testament into Chinvunja and the

!

VVIS 01 the text of the Now Testament. Tim work is now
in the hands of the printers, but as all proofs have to be sent
to Africa, progress will lx* slow.
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pays the salaries of the colporteurs and biblewomen whose work is reported

on. This Society, however, continues to share as formerly in the trans-

lation work in which it was the pioneer.

AFRICA.
Circulation:

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions.

1921, . . 1,002 6,373 6,653
1920, . . 2,216 5,078 21,460

Decrease
'

Total.

14,028
28,754

14,726

Efik.—A large impression of the Efik Bible was printed

to meet the growing demand reported by missionaries ;
but

trade depression has temporarily decreased the purchasing

power of the people.

Tonga.—The New Testament has been completed and

issued. The translation is the work of Rev. R. M'Minn, with

the exception of the section 1 Timothy to 2 Peter, which
was translated by Rev. A. G. MacAlpine, who has read the

proofs of the whole of the Testament.

Tumbuka.—Rev. Charles Stuart having harmonised the

text of the New Testament and prepared it for the press, an

impression of 10.500 copies has been printed.

Nyanja.—The translation of the Bible is in the press, but

as all proofs have to be sent to Africa progress is slow.

Kikuyu. — Jointly with the British and Foreign Bible

Society, revised editions of the gospels of Matthew and Luke
(5060 copies of each) have been printed.

Gifts.—Welcome gifts have been received from :—Living-

stonia. European Congregation, £5 ;
Zomba, European Con-

gregation, £4; Zomba, Native Christian Women, £5; and Con-
gregations of the Nyasaland Mission of the Dutch Reformed
Church, £28, 18s. 6d.

Appreciation.—In “ Laws of Livingstonia,” Mr. W. P.

Livingstone describes this Society as “ always a good friend

of Livingstonia ” (p. 220) ; and, referring to the Nyanja Testa-

ment, originally translated by Dr. Laws, writes: “The most
important factor now in the work, one of more value than

many missionaries, was the native New Testament. Hitherto

the doctor’s single priceless manuscript had been lent out to

the teachers. Now, thanks to the National Bible Society of

Scotland, it had been multiplied into hundreds of printed

copies” (p.-247).
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Blind Eyes but Open Vision.—After a Sunday Service in a Presby-
terian Church, the minister introduced Colporteur Sawada to a blind man,
and told his story :

“ When you visited the town some years ago this

man purchased from you one of the Books of the New Testament in

point letters for the blind. He studied it carefully and prayerfully, and last

3 ear I baptised him. He is a masseur and his joy is to tell of the salvation
of our Lord to those who employ him.”

Circulation:

—

Bibles.

1921, . . 7
1920, . . 4

KOREA.

Testaments. Portions.

107 14,611
87 14,842

Total.

14,725
14,933

Decrease, . 208

The decrease is insignificant, but so greatly have values
changed that, with the same contribution from this Society
in 1918, the contribution effected was 29,706 Scriptures, prac-
tically double that now reported. Herein lies the difficulty

with which the Society is faced in almost every country in

which it works—work equivalent to that previously done
requires an appropriation about double that made in former
years. Although the circulation shows a slight decrease as
compared with that of 1920, there has been a surprising readi-
ness on the part of the people to listen to what the colporteurs
and biblewomen have to say in regard to the books they carry.
The explanation is at hand. The price of rice has fallen,

while the prices of other foods and of clothing have remained
high. Consequently, the purchasing power of the farming
class, which is 80 per cent, of the Korean population, has been
much reduced, and, naturally, when living is hard non-
Christian people are less willing to pay, even the small sum
which is asked, for Scriptures. On some days the colporteurs
and biblewomen are cheered, and on others return after a
hard, trying time with heavy feet and hearts. The daily
contest with those who sit in darkness, and love it, is trying
both to mind and body. The note-book of Colporteur Kim
has a touch of spiritual romance in it.

On one page lie tells of a young man who had been sent to Seoul to
study, and had made a " far country ’’ of the city, but was led to buy a
Testament, and was found some months after attending church and living
a clean life again. On another page we find a foreman of a quarry who
struck Kim on his first visit and was surprised when after a time Kim re*
visited the quarry. He listened to Kim and bought the Gospels, and later
told him that he was attending the Japanese church in Seoul, and bought
a testament.

As the Society does not have an independent Agency in Korea,’ acknovv-
is made of the courteous helpfulness of the British and Foreign

Lible Society, which meets all administrative expenses, while this Society
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Mr. Ikegami, in speaking to them, exhorted them to read the
Scriptures and to believe them. No one took any notice, but
when he said that just as a doctor is necessary for the diseases of

the body, so is Jesus, the heavenly physician, necessary for the
cure of the diseases of the soul, the doctor’s wife said :

—
“It is

quite true. A doctor, however skilful he may be, can do nothing
for the troubles of the heart. If you have news of one that can,
by all means let me have one of your books.” Several copies of
the New Testament were sold. .

In a village, Mr. Ishikura called on a man, who said
—

“ I am
a school-teacher now. When I was. an official in a spinning mill
four years ago, I purchased from you a copy of the New Testament.
I bought that Book only with the idea of obtaining from it material
with which to oppose Christianity. 1 read it all night, but was
very disappointed. As time went on, I continued to read it

;
and

its truths convicted me of my wickedness, and now, I, too, am a
Christian.” We knelt down and praised God.

Colporteur Sawada one day met a Buddhist priest on the
road, and offered him a New Testament. The priest said

—
“ I have

long wanted to obtain a copy of that Book, for its teachings are
good, but just now I have no money.” The colporteur answered,
“ Please take the Book, and I will call at the temple later on.”
The priest then searched his pocket and took out a little envelope
which contained some money, and said, “This is an offering that
1 have just received for chanting sutras, and reading prayers

;
it

may be that Buddha gave me the money to enable me to buy the
Christian Scriptures.” He went off very happy with his New
Testament.

KOREA.
Population, 17,284,000. Mostly Confucianists and Buddhists,

and 245,000 Christians.

Superintended by B. and F.B.S. Agent at Seoul.

Circulation. Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

Colpt. Chang Ho Keun 2 21 4,992 5,015
,, Chang Yuin Kyo 4 30 3,343 3,3S3
>, Kim Chang Kyu 1 15 4,902 4,978

Bible Woman Kim Shin
Kyeng 3 17 2,200 2,220

10 89 15,497 15,596
1921 7 107 14,011 14,725

Increase, 871

“ All three of the Colporteurs are capable workers. Chang Ho
Keun is especially suited to the rough mountainous field in which
he labours. I have worked with him several times and have never
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seen him show signs -of weariness ; he made no complaint, even
when travelling in a district where the people, having no money,
added to his load a quota of grain in payment for every sale. He
owns a little farm, and could lead a comfortable and comparatively

easy life as a farmer, but he prefers the more strenuous calling of

a colporteur, because of the opportunity to preach the Gospel.

Physical strength is an absolute necessity to a colporteur who
travels in such a district. High mountain passes have to be

crossed, and some days a distancev of thirty miles travelled to visit

not many more houses. Chang’s physical strength may, in some
measure, be due to the fact that he is a native of a district where
oats are the staple food. People of the lowlands in Korea speak
disparagingly of oats as food, but some who read this report will

agree with the writer as to their excellent good value. We
endeavour to arrange for, at least, one campaign a year in each

station, in which each colporteur can participate. On these

campaigns good sales are usually effected, and when Chang is one

of the party he generally takes first place.

“ The other Mr. Chang is a different type
;
small of stature and

physically weak. He works in the capital, and so has no occasion

for long and difficult journeys. Although the need for physical

strength is less, there is greater demand for patience and perse-

verance. In the sparsely populated districts a colporteur is

welcomed, or at least treated with respect, while in the capital it

is difficult to get a hearing. During the Industrial Exhibition,

which was held at Seoul in 1915, we brought all our colporteurs

together for a conference. One day was given to colportage in

the city, and some of the men who could sell fifty books a day on

a campaign in the country districts reported only one or two sales

in the city. While Chang is not in any way an outstanding

figure, he plods along, and day by day ftlants here and there the

Good Seed of the Kingdom.

Colporteur Kim also works in the capital. He is not

hampered with timidity, but fearlessly approaches all sorts and

conditions of men, ever ready with a greeting and hearty

handshake for all who come his way. That he does not readily

give up where there is any possibility of making a sale is shown
by the following experience :—One day he met .an old country

gentleman in the house of his friend, and asked him to purchase a

New Testament. The old gentlemen commenced to argue against

Christianity, maintaining that any religion that did not include

ancestor worship was not a lit religion for civilised people.

How,’ he asked, ‘can a man worship God, the father of his

forefathers, if he does not worship the spirits of his fathers?’

Colporteur Kim pointed out that the Christian religion, while not

endorsing the offerings of food to the spirits of departed loved

ones, does not teach that they should be forgotten. After arguing

for several hours the old gentleman purchased a New Testament,
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and promised to read it through. Some months later they met

again, and the old gentleman informed Colporteur Kim that he

had removed the ancestral tablets from his home and had become

a Christian. What a testimony to the power of God’s Word ! It

can change the beliefs and habits of even old men.
“ Occasionally, when visiting a district where there are few

colporteurs, I take with me one or two men from Seoul. On one

trip I took Mr. Kim. One day he sold a set of Gospels to a

woman who kept a wine shop. At first she refused to accept

them, saying, ‘
I cannot take such good books into such a sinful

house.’ Colporteur Kim exhorted her not to wait until she could

give up her business before receiving the books, but to take them

and read them as often as she could. He advised her to read

and meditate on Luke vii. 36-50. Some months after, when Mr.

Kim was working in Seoul, a woman came up and spoke to him.

He was delighted to find that it was this same woman, and that

she had given up her business as a wine-seller and become a

Christian.

Bible women visit fewer houses than colporteurs, but while the

colporteur usually sells his books at the door the Bible woman
goes inside to the women’s quarters, reads a portion of Scripture,

and teaches some of the women to read for themselves. During

the year Mrs. Kim read the Scriptures to 2,621 women and taught

29 to read—not a bad record.”

As the Society does not have an independent agency in Korea,

acknowledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the

British and Foreign Bible Society, which meets all administrative

expenses, while this Society pays the salaries of the colporteurs

and Bible women, whose work is reported on. This Society,

however, continues to share as formerly in the translation work in

which it was the pioneer.

Circulation.

1922

1921

Bibles.

4.213

1,002

AFRICA.
Testaments.

3,229

6,373

Portions.

6,443

6,653

Total.

13,885

14,028

Decrease, 143

Chinamwanga.—An edition of 1,000 copies of Matthew’s

Gospel has been printed at Livingstonia.

Efik.—Owing to the adverse trade conditions which have

prevailed in Southern Nigeria, as elsewhere, the purchasing power
ot the people has been reduced. This is reflected in the fact that

there has been a decrease of 2,904 in the number of Scriptures

circulated as compared with the previous year. Just before the

wave of trade depression hit Southern Nigeria a remarkable

demand for Scriptures had sprung up. This has been checked,
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great blow to the Japanese Church. All the printing done by

the two British Societies was executed by the Fukuin Press,

who held the printing plates and a large stock of printed

sheets. Fortunately, however, “ moulds ” of some of the

editions had, as a safeguard, been sent to Kobe, and from these

new plates can be made. The American Bible Society was

more unfortunate, for all their printing plates and printed

stock were stored in the Fukuin. Of course, the two Societies

have helped their sister Society by supplying them with plates

made from the “ moulds ” referred to. No Press in Japan is

so well equipped in plant and experience for doing the work

of the Bible Societies as the Fukuin Press was; and, in addi-

tion, the expense of replacing what has been destroyed will be

much greater than the original cost.

During the year two colporteurs worked especially in

schools, where they received a kindly welcome and sold many

books. The reports of the colporteurs show that they are alert

men, quick in response, and ready to seize opportunities of

changing common things into allegories of the Christian life.

The colporteur’s is a toilsome life, but such incidents as the

following set him out again with new courage and hope :

“ On the Sunday I went to the morning service, and there was a bright

young man who said to me, “Last year my younger brother bought a

New Testament from you, and we both received some light through reading

it, so that to-day we both believe in Jesus Christ as our Saviour. \Ve do

not see how we could have been saved but for your work in bringing the

Word of God to our very door."

KOREA.

Total.

16,330
15,596

734

All the Scriptures used in Korea were printed at the

Fukuin Press at Yokohama, and both the printing plates and

sheet stock were destroyed. Fortunately, for greater security,

the British and Foreign Bible Society had “ moulds ” made

and sent to Korea. Local printing companies are endeavour-

ing to make the most of their opportunity, but Korean work is

much inferior to that done at the Fukuin Press. Happily,

there was a stock of Korean Scriptures in Seoul, sufficient to

meet the needs for a few months.

That the Koreans have not lost their interest in the Book
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—

1923, .

1922, .

Bibles. Testaments. Portions.

49 133 16,148

10 15,497

Increase,
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is shown by the fact that, although there has been a lack of

ready money in the country, the sales of the three colporteurs

and one biblewoman were 16,330 books.

There are touches of spiritual romance in the notebooks of

the colporteurs.

“ When talking to a crowd in the street on the death of Jesus, a man
became intensely interested in the thought Jesus showed for his mother in

His dying hour. He stated that such an example was worthy to be

followed, and that he intended to learn more about Jesus. He bought a

copy of the Scriptures, took it home and read it for himself. Soon after

he commenced to attend Church, and has become a believer.”

As the Society does not have an independent Agency in Korea, acknow-
ledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the British and Foreign

Bible Society, which meets all administrative expenses, while this Society

pays the salaries of the colporteurs and biblewomen whose work is reported

on. This Society, however, continues to share as formerly in the trans-

lation work in which it was the pioneer.

AFRICA.
Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1923, .

1922, .

4,532 4,797
4,213 3,229

1,357
6,443

10,686
13,885

Decrease, 3,199

Efik.—The trade depression fell acutely on Southern

Nigeria, as on all the world. It came at a time when the

demand for Scriptures was steadily growing, and checked it.

In consultation with the missionaries, it was resolved to reduce

the price of the Scriptures, which had been raised during' the

war, to practically the pre-war level. It was not till the last

quarter of the year that there was a marked revival in the

sale of Scriptures—due, no doubt, to better economic con-

ditions and the reduced prices.

Lomwe.—The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke have

been issued, and the gospel of John and Acts are in the Press.

This people live in Portuguese East Africa and number about

a million. Notwithstanding the existence of local dialects, it

is hoped that one version will meet the needs of the whole

tribe. The translator is the Rev/ E. D. Bowman of the

Blantyre Mission of the Church of Scotland.

Luba-Sanga.—The New Testament, translated by Mr. Dan
Crawford, the author of “ Thinking Black,” has been published

in an edition of 5500. Through the kindness of the Scripture

Gift Mission, it is illustrated. The people live in the Belgian

Congo, and this version will be used by several missions. Two
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I speak of, made all things, and now rules over them all. He made

you and me, and he cares for us all the time, giving us air and food

and all we need from day to day.” “ I see,” the priest said, your

books must be good. Please let me have a New Testament.”

Another Colporteur was addressed by an elderly gentleman

who said :
—

“ The 13th June is a notable day in my life, for I ob-

tained salvation by Jesus Christ on that day when I first met you.

You had come here to sell Scriptures, and I and two others called

at your hotel to buy books eleven years ago, and you then told us

the meaning of the Cross, and led me to Christ. I bought a large

print New Testament from you, which I still have, and have read

it every day. Your name and that of the Bible Society have ever

since been dear to my heart, and I wish to thank you for your

kindness.” When the Colporteur heard this, he knelt down, and

there and then thanked God for having thus used him in bringing

a soul into the Kingdom.
Mr. Frederick Parrott, the Joint Agent of the British and

Foreign Bible Society and the National Bible Society of Scotland,

was on furlough in England during the year, and Mr. George

Braithwaite was in charge of the work at Kobe. Mr. Parrott

returned to his post in November, 1924, and it is probable that the

revision of the Old Testament in Japanese will now be proceeded

with.

KOREA.
Circulation :

—

1924,

19^3 ,
-

Bibles.

5

4>>

New Tests.

100
133

Portions.

13,862
10,148

Total.

13,967
10,330

Decrease, 2,363

During the past year, three Colporteurs and one Bible woman
were at work. ,The three men sold 11,320 Scriptures, and the Bible

woman 2,(147 copies during the year. 1 his shows a considerable

reduction in the year, but a large proportion of the sum conti ibuted

was expended during the year in the cost of translation of the

Scriptures.

Mr. Hugh Miller, who has been 011 furlough, has now returned

to his post as Secretary at Seoul.

The Scriptures used to be printed at Yokohama, but since

the great earthquake, the printing has been transferred to Seoul.

The following incidents are taken from the Colporteurs’ notes :

A certain Mr. Yi, in the north part of the city of Seoul, despised

Christians, and persecuted them when opportunity offered. Our
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colporteur explained to him the true nature of the Gospel, and

persuaded him to buy copies of the four Gospels. These he read

and found the unreasonableness of his attitude, and is now a devout

believer, and three of his family, including his wife, now attend

Church with him.

On another occasion, our Colporteur met a follower of

Confucius, and pointed out that Confucius was a good man and

a sage, but Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and read to him the

passage, “ None other name under heaven given among men where-

by we may be saved.” Eventually he bought and read the Gospel,

and was greatly interested in the teaching of Jesus, and is now a

devout believer. ******
As the Society does not have an independent Agency in Korea,

acknowledgment is made of the courteous helpfulness of the British

and Foreign Bible Society, which meets all administrative expenses,

while this Society pays the salaries of the Colporteurs and Bible-

women whose work is reported on. This Society, however, continues

to share as formerly in the translation work in which it was the

pioneer.

EGYPT.
Gospel of St. Jolm - 630
Gospel of St. Luke 1.050

Book of Genesis - 1,250

Circulation in 1924 2,930

,, lo-M - i,i 33

Increase 1,797

Through the Agency of the Egypt General Mission, the above

Colloquial Scriptures have been circulated :

—

Mr. Herbert H. Mercer has visited the following Moslem centres

in Lower Egypt :—Cairo, Shcbin-el-Kanater, Calioub, Zagazig,

Toukh, Benha, Tanta, Kafx-cl-Uawer, Bacos, Abu-kir, Mandara,

Mex. Gabbary, and Alexandria. He has also travelled by slow

trains plying between Alexandria and the larger towns and villages

of the Behera province, which has a population of 900,000 Moslems.

The last dozen or so journeys have been taken with the express

purpose of selling in the trains. Thus from these corridor coaches

the Word lias been carried by passenger purchasers into out of the

way places where a Missionary or Colporteur could never go.

Tire sale of these books was not without opposition ;
on one

occasion by a Sheikh going along in front calling out to the people

in a loud voice that a hated unbeliever was trying to sell infidel

literature, lint there were other cases where some were willing to

buy, yet afraid to be seen with the Book.
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The great need of Japan is an Inland Mission. A Japanese

Pastor writing recently on “ the missionary task,” states
—

“ The

country districts with an aggregate population of 45 million, are

almost untouched by the Gospel Message, and this after half a

century of work. I have worked three large country7 circuits in

the last 18 years, and from my personal observation and careful

calculation I am sure that not one-quarter of this country population

is within easy reach of a Christian Church.” The Church member-

ship is largely centred in port towns and their vicinity. In these

circumstances, the importance of colportage work is .supreme. The

results of that work cannot be tabulated, but they are real.

Schools.—Two colporteurs are set apart for work in Schools. In one

Prefecture a colporteur was able to sell Scriptures in 14 Boys’ Schools, and
in 4 out of 13 Girls’ Schools. In one Girls’ School, over 90 New Testaments

were sold in twenty minutes. At another School, which had 300 pupils,

ISO Testaments were sold. At a School of Agriculture, the Principal asked

many questions, and at the end said
—

" I am a Buddhist of the Shingon Sect,

but one of niy sons is already a Christian and I am glad he has adopted the

t liristian Faith.” 50 Testaments were sold among the Students and Teachers,

and the Principal gave the colporteur a letter of introduction to other Schools.

At a Normal School in another Prefecture, over 150 copies of the New Testa-

ment were sold among the 300 Students. Such work is of great value.

Seeing God.—In an interview which a colporteur had in a house, the

owner said '* Sometime ago a Priest told me that Buddha can sometimes be

.actually seen by some of the High Priests. Do you think it is true ?

" Well,” said the colporteur, “ I will tell you something much better. In

tins Book which I have here, it says that the pure in heart shall see God, so,

it you and I keep our hearts pure, we can see God."
During the year, a colporteur was sent to work amongst the Japanese

Colonists in Manchuria. The South Manchurian Railway Officials very

generously gjve him a second-class pass with free transport of the Scriptures,

•md this allowed him to travel over the whole of the railway, from Dairen
to Chanchung, a distance of over 500 miles. He visited Churches, Custom
Houses, Banks, Foundries, Factories, Mines, Temples, Hospitals, and Schools.

\t the industrial college of the railway, he received a warm welcome. A
Professor wrote in a note of introduction which he gave to another educational
' .tablishmcnt—" Anyone who wants to study Christianity, or who wishes
to apprehend the widest knowledge of the World’s best Literature, or to

know the highest view of life, or to spend the most blessed life on earth,

Hist of all should read the Bible.”

KOREA.
Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1925 . 98 15,867 15,965

1924 . 5 . 100 18,862 18,967

Increase 1998

Though this Society had the privilege and honour of pioneering

Hible Work in Korea, its present share in that work is of a very

limited character
;
but its interest in the work is not to be measured
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AFRICA.
Circulation

Bibles.

1925 .
5,093

1924 . • 2,284

Testaments. Portions.

6 882 3,037

4,979 11,320

Total.

15,012

18,583

Decrease 3,571

Chinamwanga.—The Epistle to the K
7^the Society at th*

first time in Chinamwanga lias

prepared {or the printer-,

Livingstonla 1 ress P>
cs tJ t£e Corinthians and tin'

of the first translation of P
Thistles will also be printed

Colossians into Chinamwanga, and thes P
l t

•

the Rev.

at Livingstonia in the early future. The translator

Dr. Chisholm of Mwenzo.
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The increase in sales amounting to 3.235 is most gratifying,
and it would have been larger but for the scarcity of workers’,
lhe extremely high cost of living prevents men from offering
themselves as colporteurs as the salaries are small, and are reallym many cases inadequate. The Christian Churches in Japan are
not yet fully alive to the value of colportage work, and their
sympathies need to be quickened.

JAVA.
Scripture Portions have been supplied from Shanghai to

missionaries of the Salvation Army and the Netherlands Mi—ion
in Java.

KOREA.
t irculation :

—

1926
miles.

11
Testaments.

90
9S

I'oit ions.

17,258
15.S67

Total.

17,359

15.965

Increase 1 394
A ' ^ Willi l J 1C 1)1 1 1 1 >11

aiul roreign Bible Society, lhe latter very courteously meets all
administrative expenses, this Society merely paying the salaries
1 11 lls own colporteurs and biblevvomen. The Society, however, con-
1 "lues to share the expenses and the labour of translation work.
In addition to this joint work, however, 3,600 Chinese Portionswne last year circulated in Korea direct from our North China
Varney, and arc included under that heading.

Sixty veais have passed since the first representative of the
National Bible Society, Rev. .Mr. Thomas, visited Korea and was

' led in the city of Pyeng Yang. Twenty years passed before
1 her Protestant missionaries followed, but since that time Chris-

: 1 .mi ty has made marvellous progress in that city and adjoining
einiory. A Korean writer in a booklet published last September
"n * homas said, " Many of the early Christians heard the message

1

l lie Saviour through the Cospels brought by him."

IN f^ l * s territory there is a population of
Amazing 1 1,200,000 in which there are now more than
rogress. 360 churches, and groups of believers with

about 35.000 baptised members and adherents,
hesr churches are supporting 120 primary schools in which there

‘"• more than 8,000 pupils. In the churches 511) " Bible Classes
”

liiim one to two weeks’ duration were held with an attendance
'5.000 last year.
Professor Reiner wrote in the Korea Mission Field in regard to

hrisuan work in the city of Pyeng Yang: "A conservative
'mate placed the average total Sunday congregation in Pyeng

' "»g at 9,000. It is no unusual thing for 5,000 of them to meet
! "• mid-week prayer meetings. Each church conducts its

School in relays, instructing the children, women, and men
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A Service of

Bible

Commemoration

0, 1 t 1 1 rC,

|

tI

f
1

;

,rgCSt '^ngs are too small to accom-mo Lit, the crowds which throng them weekly. It is undoubtedly
tine tha a larger percentage of the population in Pyeng Yang
g. H I - d til\ toi family prayers than m any other large city in theworld except possibly m Scotland.”

b ^

QX 14th November, a special service was heldm Seoul and in almost a hundred other
places, at the suggestion of the Seoul Federation
01 ( hnstian Workers. The occasion which

<r
.

brought together this unique and impressive.-athumg va- the joint celebration of three events

A

memorial
-. ' vice to^commemorate the sixtieth anniversary of the death of

" y
N '

' !' 'v * l° was killed by the Koreans after he haduieulatcd the Scriptures among the people of what is now Korea’s
'Y'

ai1 ' .<• hnstian city Pyeng Yang; a celebration of the

! '

1

th aI, »'''iTsary of 1the opening in Korea of an agency by the
1 I' '"“ 1 koieign Bible Society, and a congratulatory service to

( mmneniorato the completion by Mr. Hugh Miller, the Secretary
Ol t hat Society, of twenty-five years of work.

Never was there a gathering in Korea more impressive and at

U“‘
' mu

;

l,m *‘ In,
1

,rt> wldcly representative. It was held in one ofwon,, - largest churches, and even then standing-room was at a
pi. 111111111 during the nearly three hours service. Outside the wind

a k‘*H. and the room grew uncomfortably cold, but the interest

'/!
liu ' "^yi wavered. This, in itself, was a high tribute,

kcpie-mtati ves from all denominations working in Korea were
pre-ent

. Every degree and standing of society was there also, from

f

1

,.
11(1 l,K ' Religious Department of the Government-General

0 representing the Imperial Japanese Empire, to the
uhiquitojis small boy from the streets. Korean Nobility, Govern-
ment ( Hlitials. ( onsular Representatives, College Professors Paslor-
eacher- Students from boys’ and girls’ schools, were all present

d dignity to. and to do honour to, the occasion. It is quite
to Icll(

lrIt, '' n llia( n" ll 'ing hut the deepest appreciation and the truest
mtere-t could have brought and held together such a crowd.

A Noble
Testimony to a
Bible Martyr.

T I*'; tn's
t

person to address the meeting was Pastor
Soli, a venerable old Korean with white hair and

1 he fai t that he was dressed in a native costume
with Ins (lowing coat of spotless white silk, made a

.

picture that helped his words to conjure up and give
,

” V”'
s ‘ '‘"!' s 11,1 described. I te spoke of the earlv attempts to transmit.N "I'k'res in .. Korean, and of the efforts to disseminate them with theno I. laut dm, eult.es and dangers. llis words took on a dramatic interest

t
.

l, ‘' ''fforts ol Mr. Thomas to circulate Cod's Word amour
" *" "I’ 1 '/"'' 1 1,1 lts

,

llU1 termination. lie had heard the incident describedm eve U",

,

esses win, h made Ins narrative so thrillingty realistic that
. mid .dmost s. e Mr. I hornas. standing on the deck of the ill-fated Cnirt.il

in, in. throwing copies ol a Chinese translation of the Scriptures to tingreat mob win. I, excitedly crowded the banks of the river. Many in tin
' ''K-Uegation eould not keep back the tears as Pastor Soli proceeded to

t. ll ol Mr. hornas death. The vessel, while stuck on the mud in mid-stream,was si t on tire by means of fire rafts, and great mobs of people lined the shores.
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armed with stones, clubs, and all sorts of weapons, ready to dispatch any of

the survivors who attempted to escape the flames. The last view ol Mi
Thomas pictures him on tiic burning vessel, surrounded by a wild scene of

carnage and death, quietly assuming an attitude of reverent supplication,

with a Bible in his upraised hand. Thus perished one of the most notable-

forerunners of the Bible Society and its work in Korea.

HPHE work of the colporteurs is becoming

The Triumphs harder but it still brings results. For

of the Book. instance, last year one of the colporteurs handed
a Gospel to a man in a village whose mother

stood alongside. She was surprised that the son had accepted the

book and told him to give it back, saying that they were Buddhists

and disliked Christianity. The colporteur received back the book

and went on his way. This spring he again visited the village and

preached again to the mother and son. This time the mother very

humbly said that she was a great sinner and finally decided to

believe in Jesus. Since then she and her son have regularly attended

the church and have put away all the idols from the home.

PALESTINE.
Agents—Rev. \V. M. Ciiristii:, D.I)., Tiberias.

Mr. A. k. Forrest, Jaffa.

Circulation in Galilee

HiMe*. Testaments. Pot lions. 7 otal.

1926 ... ... 42 30 547 619

I <>25 ... 59 20 147 22(1

1 ncrease 393
Circulation in Jaffa

1926 ... 395 13 689 1.097

1()25 ... — — —

Increase 1,007

Total for Palestine, 1,71(1.

In addition, 2,07(1 Scripture tracts in Hebrew, Arabic, Englis

German. Yiddish, Russian, and French were distributed in Galilee.

The sales, though small, are equal to those in pre-war days. A
new colporteur, Glaser, is however breaking new ground, and
considerable advance is hoped for in 1927. He is being courteously

received in the many colonies inhabited by Jews who have returned

to Palestine from European lands. Jews give him a seat, and talk

with him quite frankly, lie is finding access to many young Jews.

The Gospel in Palestine has been sadly hindered by the bitter

rivalry between the Roman and the Greek churches, which, along

with their gross superstitions, have tended to make ( hristianity

an unattractive faith to Jews and Moslems alike. Medical, educa-

tional, and colportage work combined is, however, steadily breaking

down prejudices and clearing a way for the ( hristiun message.

The colportage work in Jaffa is a new effort begun by the

Church of Scotland. It is being vigorously pressed forward, and
is full of promise.
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Scoffers
Changed.

Korea
preserved. The first Presbytery ef the Presbyterian Church of
Korea was organised here in 1907 ; the first General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church of Korea was formed here in 10x2 • and
both the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Korea and the
Union Christian College were founded here.

• •^
or

.^
an Christians have formed a Thomas Memorial Associa-

tion, with three objects in view:-(i) To publish the life of Mr.Thomas
, (2) to build a Memorial Church near his tomb and (q)

to raise a fund to carry out his purpose of sending missionaries to
the still unevangelised territories in Korea and Manchuria. All theKorean Churches are taking their share in raising these funds
they are aiming at £5,000—but they ask the help also of Christians
in this country to assist them in carrying out these objects.

0UR stafi of colporteurs are good workers, and most
unwearied in their work. They meet with

various experiences in the many places they visit.

1 * T -.
-In a certain district, several young men insultedcolporteur Kim Chang Kyu, and treated him roughly. ” Where is God V

‘‘‘V/fV
G°d f°r that mattcr: If You are a propagandS youdistribute your literature free: you are just a bookseller.-' One" t

^.
cni took ten sen out of his pocket and threw it at him, saying « 02 to thepublic-house and get a drink !

” and started to leave. Mr. Kim went after

vou sav^Ther?^ Saymg> " 1 am not a bookseller, nor a beggar •

7 s^ There is no God, you ought to remember our proverb ' He that"beys Heaven shall live, and he who disobeys Heaven shall die;
’ ” and

• luoted several Scripture verses. They were ashamed, apologised for allhey had said, bought some Gospels, and separated. Since then Mr Kimmet two of them who told him &at they we
P
re adding Church, and aSkv were now Christians, converted through the Scriptures they had bought.

A Prodigal Son C°LP°RTEUR CH^NG YEN KYO tells how he

Hcstored v, . i^™ ln ^uch with a youth twenty years old, whoe stored. had been sent from the country by his father to study
. , , „

,n one of the High Schools in Seoul. He had ceased
"J>tudy and was wasting his substance with riotous living.” Mr Chan”
V. „ ,

a c?Py of Luke s Cospel and urged him to read the 15th chapter
0

•e lad has done so
; the story of the Prodigal Son has ch^ged his hSt

diUeent !,u<ien,8 to the »"j »*»

\ Woman-. CH
?J

E
YA * OU

! ,

woman colporteur, when visiting in

Influence
the city went into a house where a woman bought

a copy of each of the Gospels. The woman became so
’*< ided to „ •

“terested in what she read that, in a few weeks, she
, h

0 believe in Jesus. In spite of the opposition of her family she
' !«„ »ic^h

V
f
n°us futlchcs that bad been in the house for years, \since

,.... t( v
husband, her son, her daughter, and her mother-in-law have all

of
”*** ““ °“pds-

ilZ
Thr“ *

0
“;

Only this year, however did she decide to ” do the

her hmicr. +0 n 1

d®0*1111®- ’ Ske scut for the woman colporteur to come
(am“it

lp her c ear
°V

t the ldols from her home—idols that had
11

^ possessions for years ! What a house clearing that was 1 The"Un 18 now a member of Kook Dong Presbyterian Church
'
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Korea Report

The large island of Java has a population of almost 36 millions.

For a number of years the Society has been sending Chinese Annotated

Scriptures from the Shanghai Agency to the Dutch Netherlands

Mission Society, at Batavia, where Rev. F. W. H. Hoppe has kindly

superintended their sale among the large numbers of Chinese

resident on the island.

KOREA.

Agents :—Mr.
Mr.

Hugh Miller, Seoul.

A. Stewart Annand, F.R.G.S., Tientsin.

Circulation :

—

1927

1926

Bibles. Testaments. Portions.

11 106 21,923

11 90 17,258

Increase

Total.

22,040

17-359

4,681

The Society carries on work in Korea jointly with the British &
Foreign Bible' Society. The latter very courteously meets all

administrative expenses, this Society merely paying the salaries

of its own colporteurs and Bible-women. The Society, however,

continues to share the expenses and the labour of translation work.

In addition to this joint work, however, four Chinese New
Testaments and 5,450 Chinese Annotated Gospels were forwarded

by Mr. Annand, at Tientsin, for the use of the American Presby-

terian Missions at Kunsan and Chemulpo. Owing to the political

troubles in China, multitudes of Chinese are fleeing across to Korea

in the hope of a quieter and a more prosperous time. Their numbers

have now increased to about 50,000. Comparatively little has yet

been undertaken for their spiritual benefit, but it is contemplated

that ere long some more definite work may be attempted.

I
T will be remembered that in our last Annual

Report, reference was made to the extra-

Martyr. ordinary meeting, held in Seoul, the capital of

Korea, to commemorate the heroic death of

Rev. R. J. Thomas, who 60 years ago gave his life in a burning ship,

that Korea might have the Word of God. The story has since been

written in the form of a leaflet for the children of Scotland attending

Sunday Schools. Recently a spontaneous desire has been expressed

among the Korean Christians that a permanent memorial to Mr.

Thomas should be erected, to perpetuate the fact that as the first

agent of the National Bible Society of Scotland, he perished in this

noble manner as a martyr for the Bible. His death seemed to maik

failure, but God saw otherwise. The banks of the Taidong rivei

,

on which he died, have become the centre of Christianity in Korea

.

The first Protestant Church of Pyengyang was founded just inside

the East Gate where the chain of the “ General Sherman ’ is still
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for 1928 Java—Korea

/COLPORTEUR ENDO states .that he visited 430

One Man’s ^ houses and sold 400 copies of the Scriptures.

Influence. This remarkable number of sales was largely due to

the influence of a villager who made a house to house

canvas with him, and gave him hospitality during the week he was there.

JAVA.

As no requests for Chinese Scriptures have reached Shanghai,

during 1928, there are consequently no figures of circulation in

Java to report.

KOREA.

Agent :

—

Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The British & Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its Secretary

(or Korea to superintend our work, and it meets all the adminis-

trative expenses. Our Society pays £200 per annum for the salaries

of three colporteurs and one Bible-woman. We, however, continue

to share the expenses and labour of translation work.)

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

3 116 20,910 21,029

11 106 21,923 22,040

Decrease ... 1,011

THE regrettable decrease in circulation is due

to the unfavourable weather for agri-

culture, which has reduced the spending powers

,>f the people. It is ominous also that the official forecast for the

harvest, in the end of 1928, bore out that it would be 22 per cent,

less than that of the previous year. Korean farmers have no

margin to carry them over a bad year, and, in consequence, there

k much suffering in certain districts, in spite of public philanthiopy

1 ud Government aid. The work of colportage is, therefore, all the

mure difficult.
.

M R. MILLER, in the Korea Missions Year

Book, for 1928, says :

—
“ Since the earth-

I’rogress. quake in Japan, all our printing is being done

in Seoul, and this in itself is a proof of the

i

'i' >grcss that the country has made since mission work began.

Wr are rather proud of having printed over 700,000 volumes during

the year. Of this number, 5000 were complete Bibles, and 16,000

Ni \v Testaments.”

COLPORTEUR KIM CHANG KYU reports meeting

with an interesting gentleman, also named Kim.
' 1 hrough~the The colporteur urged on him the claims of Christ,

Word. but to this the reply was that he could not be a Christian

as he was a follower of Kwang Oo, one of " The Three

‘d’tcous Brethren.” Mr. Kim read Acts iv. 12 to him, and exhorted him

Circulation :

—

1928

1927

Hard Times.
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Mal^y Peninsula Report

to believe in Jesus, the only Saviour. The man bought the four Gospel.',
and Acts, and Proverbs, and promised to read them. Months passed, and
then once again meeting him, the colporteur rejoiced to hear from the man’s
lips a statement that the reading of these Books had converted him, that
he had destroyed all the fetiches in his house and was attending the Holiness
Church.

T AST winter, when Mr. Kim was working the Chemulpo
A Dying ^ district, he met an old man of seventy, also named
Testimony. Kim. This man was a Confucianist, and an ardent

admirer of the great Sage. The colporteur told him
of Jesus, who died to save us all, and said that " there is none other name
given among men whereby we must be saved.” The man bought a set of
the Gospels and Acts, and said he would consider what he would do. After
some months, the colporteur, being in the district, called at the house, and
found that the man had died. The family told him that when he was dying,
he called his son to him, and said, “ you must believe in Jesus Christ, and
after I am dead there must be no sacrificing to my spirit.” “ There is no
doubt,” says Mr. Kim, ” that he was a saved man.”

MALAY PENINSULA.

Agent

:

—Mr. Walter Milwakd, Shanghai.

Circulation
Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Totiti

1928 4,000 4,000

1927 ... 4,000 4,oo<

The National Bible Society has an old-standing connection will

the Malay Peninsula. From 1889 to 1917, without interruption

the Society supported colportage in Singapore, at the urgent request

of the Mission there of the Presbyterian Church of England. Ii

was only when the Society decided to change its policy regard inf

paid colporteurs that this support was withdrawn. But for several

years past, grants of Scripture Portions have been made to Malaya
and the work resumed in 1927 is now definitely expanding.

A supply of Annotated Gospels and Acts was sent, in 1928, h

Mr. H. F. Marks, of the Christian Missions in Many Lands, at Perak

Large numbers of Chinese emigrate from South China to Malaya
and there are many opportunities of Christian work among them
Mr. Marks writes:

—

” i am glad to say wc are being cheered in the work here, in both tl«

English and Chinese Meetings. 1 have good numbers attending both our

Evangelical Halls, and from time to time it is good to see souls added to It**

Church of God, through the hearing of faith and the reading of God’s Wot
through the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit. Weekly open-air test onon -

is given in the State Prison and in the market place here, where we ha '

'

sold numbers of the Scriptures you supplied. Besides this, I am alwa'*

trying to reach the regiotis beyond, latterly by motor, covering thousan 1

of miles in this and adjoining States. Recently, I have been soulhwan
some considerable distance, where a work of God is going on, and diunn

open testimony I disposed of more of your Scriptures. We cannot tell t ,rf

issue, but we know that God’s Word is living and powerful, and this encourag
1- '

us to go forward in the scattering of it:”

72





.for 1929 Malaya-Manchuria

work with the colporteur, and this has still further reduced the

sales. Many people in the area also were able to tide over the

winter and spring only by the help of money subscriptions raised

mainly in other parts of Korea.
.

Colporteur Chang Yen Kyo has worked mainly in the city and

thus can show an increase in his sales of 700 over his sales in 1928.

He tells the following incidents :

—

“WHILE selliQg Gospels on one of the main streets

The Faith ’
’ of Seoul, I met a young man named Yun Kap

of Christ. Sik. He seemed to be well educated and kindly. When
he bought a Gospel from me, I said I hoped he would

believe its message. He replied that that was impossible, ‘ How can I believe

its story of Jesus to be true, seeing that it was written by His disciples and

they would undoubtedly rate Him too high ? Many of the things said about

Tesus in the Gospels are exaggeration.' As the day was far spent, I left him.

The following morning, I called on him, had a long talk, and read many

passages of Scripture. He was much impressed by the last part of Acts V.,

and after I had recounted how Christianity had overcome the opposition

tyranny, and persecution of men down the centuries, he admitted that it

must be a true religion. The fact that Christianity has spread over so much

of the world seemed to him a proof that Jesus was what he claimed to be,

the Son of God. He promised to become a believer.”

ONE evening I attended an evangelistic meeting where

the preacher was a Presbyterian deacon from the

north. He told of how. when he was in prison, a copy

of the Scriptures was given to him, brought to the prison

by a National Bible Society of Scotland Colporteur named Chang Yen Kyo.

As he read in Exodus how God had delivered His people, he was deeply im-

pressed. Before he left prison, he decided that the God of Israel should be

his God. After being liberated he went to Church and became an earnest

worker. ‘ It was a great encouragement to me,’ said the colporteur, to learn

how that copy of Exodus had been used by the Holy Spirit to lead that man

to Christ.’
”

The Message
of Exodus.

MALAYA.

As no requests for Chinese Scriptures have reached Shanghai

during 1929, there arc consequently no figures of ciiculation in the

Malay Peninsula to report.

Agent

:

—Mr.

Circulation :

—

1929
1928

MANCHURIA.

A. Stewakt Annan d, F.R.G.S.

Bibles. Testaments. Portions.

1,650 58,150
— — 171,000

Decrease

Total.

59,800

171,000

111,200
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JAVA.

Agent Mr. Walter Milward, Shanghai.

Circulation :

—

1929

1928

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

4,000 4,000

Increase ... 4,000

In 1864 the National Bible Society of Scotland was responsible

for a large part of the cost of printing the Bible in Sundanese, spoken

by some millions in Java. In later years attention was rathci

concentrated on the large number of Chinese-speaking residents on

the island. In 1928, however, it was regrettable that froni various

causes no Chinese Scriptures were circulated in Java. this has

now been remedied. The Rev. J. W. Hoppe. Batavia, has been

released by the Netherlands Mission Society from his work among

Malay-speaking people and has again resumed his labours among

the Chinese-speaking inhabitants. To aid 111 the new start, 400

Chinese Annotated Gospels, half in Wcnli, and half 111 Mandarin,

were despatched from Shanghai.

KOREA.

Agent *—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The British and Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its Secretary

for Korea to superintend our work, and it meets all the adminis-

tration expenses. Our Society pays £200 per annum for the sMaries

of three colporteurs and one Bible woman. We, however, contuiue

to share the expenses and labour of translation work.)

Circulation :

—

1929
1928

Bibles.

9

3

Testaments.

196
1 16

Portions.

16,768

20,910

Total.

16,973

21,029

Decrease 4.°5()

The year in Korea has been- a hard one with keen econoum

distress/ So great has this been that there has been a steac y

emigration from Northern Korea into Manchuria. It is natura >

not verv pleasing to Japan, which now rules Korea. But it

good to know that a large number of those emigrants are Christians,

and in many cases they are forming self-supporting self-governing

Churches on their own initiative in their new surroundings.

Colporteur Chang Ho Kcun has continued to work m a distnc

which was devastated by grievous floods m 1928. Becau
f to

unfavourable conditions in this field, an inspector was not sen
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Report

DOOR though Korea is, and afflicted withA much economic distress, the country shows
wonderful spiritual life in many places. It is
the conviction of competent observers that the

remarkable growth and development of the Korean Church is due
to the systematic teaching of the Bible, which has been one of the'
characteristic features of foreign mission work in this land.t Classes
for intensive Bible study held annually in all but the very small
Churches, conducted by missionaries, Korean pastors, and others
have given the people a grip of the Scriptures, and an understanding
ol the evangel, which has been of enormous service. Country
classes are held in various districts, with attendances sometimes of
over iooo women, and upwards of 1800 men. Many have walked
50 to 150 miles, with the temperature below zero, in order to attend
and others have carried their supply of grain on their backs, being
too poor to pay the necessary charges for their board.

'X'HE Bible is studied book by book, with courses
on doctrine, Church government, the Cate-

chism, etc., interspersed. The outlines are copied
and carried back to the homes for future study,
and for preparation of sermons and addresses.
These classes have been of inestimable value in

the development of the faith of the new Christians, and in giving
to them a concrete example of the “ fellowship of the saints ” in
Christ Jesus, and the joy, inspiration, and blessing that are foundm the study and discussion of the Word of God. Bible Institutes,
both for men and women, are conducted annually in almost every
mission station. These last from one to two months for the men
and from b weeks to two and a half months for the women, the
course covering a period of five years. From these Institutes come
the future leaders and evangelists of the Korean Church.

The Bible
Drawing
Christians
Together.

Korea

Thorough
Bible Study.

A Drunkard
Saved.

'TMIE National Bible Society of Scotland
employs three colporteurs and one Bible

woman. They are able to report some en-
couraging results of their labours

" Han Sam Man, a young man living in the village of Koonmori, was adrunkard, and whenever 1 met him, was rude to me. In spite of his attitude
1 never missed an opportunity to speak to him. One day I called at his house’and finding him 1.1 a better humour than usual, stayed for quite a lone visitAmong the stories I told him was that of the Prodigal Son, by which he seemed
to be impressed, for he was getting tired of his drunken habits. After that
I called on him many times, and at last succeeded in persuading him to become
a believer and start to attend Church. He has not only become an earnest
Christian but also a Sunday School teacher, and has influenced several others
to attend Church.

^^IIN KOOK II\ ENG, a resident in Seoul, refused
to buy a Gospel, because he said that Christianity

was an Occidental religion, and he preferred to be a
follower of Confucius, who was an Eastern sage. I

replied with a Confucian proverb, and then quoted suitable verses of Scripture,

Jesus not a
Westerner.

t Rev. T. Stanley Soltau, American l’resbytcrian Mission, Korea, Ibid., p. 139.
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for 1930 Korea

KOREA.
Agent

:

—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The British and Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its

Secretary for Korea to superintend our work, and it meets all the

administration expenses. Our Society pays £200 per annum for

the salaries of three colporteurs and one Bible woman. We, how-

ever, continue to share the expenses and labour of translation work.)

Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1930 18 196 19,055 19,269

1929 9 196 16,768 16,973

Increase 2,296

I
N 1930 there took place in Korea one of the

greatest floods ever experienced. Torrential

rain for days was followed by broken-down banks

of rivers, and wide inundation of land. The total loss of life was

heavy, 173 being drowned, 126 injured, 108 missing ;
w'liile 659

houses were washed away, 3S70 collapsed, and 25,346 were flooded ;

of bridges 1517 were damaged, and enormous injury was done to

roads and crops. The misery of the people was unbounded.

I
T is now 25 years since Japan annexed the

country, and put an end to Korean independ-

•lupanese Rule. ence. While servitude is always galling to a

people with a memory of their past, it is un-

questionable that Japanese rule has brought great material benefits,

l he condition of the Korean peasantry has been immeasurably

unproved
; and the millions who all but starved under Korean

independence are now to-day relatively well olf.

Korea, or “ Chosen,” the “ Land of morning calm,” as the

n.une is by interpretation, finds that its rice farmers can grow a

dozen spears to-day where they formerly grew but one, because

Japan lias developed an irrigation system that meets modern require-

ineuts. The bare hills are being systematically afforested, and
already -z\ million trees have been planted. The main cause of

discontent with Japanese rule is that Japan governs without giving

die Koreans adequate say in their national questions. It has
leicntly been pointed out* that government and public officials in

Korea number 48,800, and out of these 31,800 are Japanese. The
Japanese number 119,000 as against nearly 20 million Koreans.
Hence the agitation that is chronic in the land. The enlightened
1 fovernor-General of Korea, Viscount Saito, is proposing various
s, » i.il reforms, and is planning for the establishment of a progressive

tcKime for Korea with the introduction of an electoral system.

* World Dominion, April 1930, p. 141.

108





n

for 1930 Malaya

some of them from the Book of Proverbs. When I pointed out that Jesus

was not an Occidental, he was surprised and became more interested. Finally,

I sold him a New Testament, and exhorted him to attend Church, which he
promised to do.”

“ T AST July I met a poor old lady named Pak, and asked

The Answered her to buy a Gospel. She refused, telling me that

Prayer. she was a widow, having lost her husband soon after

her marriage. A son was born and, as soon as he grew
up, he left home, and she had heard no news of him for over 20 years. Having
no one to support her, she became a servant to a fairly well-to-do family.

This family worshipped the Chinese hero, Kwan Woo, and had a picture of

him hung up in their house. This woman prayed to Kwan Woo to restore

her long-lost son, but without avail. I advised her to become a believer in

Jesus and pray to Him, which she did. Strange to say, in the Church that

l attend, one of the members had a son who left home and nothing was heard
of him for over twenty years. Then, some years ago, a Korean baseball

team came to Seoul from Hawaii, and one of the players turned out to be
this man’s son. I told this story to the old lady, and suggested asking this

man to try and find her son. Eventually the young man was found to be
alive and well, and living in Hawaii. This woman, Mrs. Pak, has since become
an earnest Christian.”

'T'HE Biblewoman reports :

—
“ One day I met an old

Saved When Old. lady of over 70 years old, and asked her to buy a
Gospel and become a believer. She replied, ‘ My

daughter was a Christian, and died when she was 30 years old ; I am not a
believer and have already reached the age of 70. Why didn’t Jesus prevent
my daughter from dying ?

’ I spoke to her of the life beyond, and after many
visits and much exhortation she decided to become a Christian.”

After Five Years.
A NOTHER woman to whom I preached for 5 years

has at last become a believer, and attends Church
regularly. She sends her children to Sunday School.

A YOUNG woman belonging to a high-class family
The Healed Soul has become a believer. When I met her she was
Bringing Bodily sick, and very anxious about her physical condition.
Strength. She became a believer, and the peace of mind which

she received had a good effect upon her physical condi-
tion, and gradually she gained strength. Now she attends Church regularly.”

MALAYA.
Population, 1,059,968 (1921).

Agent

:

—Mr. Walter Milward, Shanghai.

< Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1930 ... ... 500 500
*9*9

Increase ... 500

These Chinese Scriptures were supplied to Rev. Wm. Murray,
English Presbyterian Church Mission, Singapore.
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Java—Korea Report

JAVA.

Population, 36,901,643 (1926).

Agent Mr. Walter Milward, Shanghai.

• Circulation :

—

1931

1930

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Tot,,

3,100 3,100

Increase . . -? .

It is gratifying that after the lapse of a year, work among tic

million Chinese in this great island has been resumed. Ik
missionaries with whom we now work are Rev. A. K. de Gn« •

Weltevreden, who has circulated 2500 Gospels, and Rev. K. I

Mittelstadt, Blora, who has distributed 600. No reports have 1h <:

received from these as to the spiritual effect of this effort to n-.i.

;

the heathen heart.

KOREA.

Population, 19.522,945 (1925).

Agent

:

—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The British and Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its Secretan
Korea to superintend our work, and it meets all the administration expr’n
Our Society pays £200 per annum for the salaries of three colporteurs
one Bible woman. We, however, continue to share the expenses and la I

of translation work.)

Circulation :

—

1931

1930

ltibles. Testaments. Portions. Tot-

12 179 18,899 19,090

18 196 19.055 •<

Decrease »; •

THE Korean Church is an outstan«iu

illustration of the value of the so-c.i!!'

Church. Dr. Nevius’ system of Church Planting •"

Expansion. Starting 40 years ago with notice
the Church to-day numbers over 250,000 communicants,
an immense number of enquirers. It has 7000 rural churches
the fruit of wide evangelism by native preachers. The Kon c

Christians contribute towards the support of their Church w> •

over half a million gold dollars each year. They also give 40,0*
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Manchuria Report

YOUNG man named Pak Sang Don, a native of

Ancestor Worship ^ Seoul, refused to have anything to do with

and Filial Piety. Christianity because he considered it an Occidental
religion. He maintained that it was wholly unsuited

to Orientals, as it did not allow ancestor worship. ‘ If I became a Christian,’

he said, ' none of my relatives would have anything to do with me.’ I ex-

plained to him that Jesus taught filial piety, and that the proper time to

show that virtue is while one's parents are living. After a long talk we
separated. The next day I called at his house, and spent a long time in

explaining the doctrine. He finally decided to believe, and now attends

church regularly. His mother, too, has become a believer.”

rPHE Biblewoman reports the following story

:

Mother and Son.
1 " Mrs. Kim Choo Rok, a widow living in Hyun
Chun district became a Christian some years ago

through the influence of a Gospel whe received from me. But she had a

vagabond son, who not only caused his mother much anxiety, but aho

prevented her from attending church. Hearing of this, I started to visit

the house in the hope of influencing that young man, as well as to comfort

his mother. Very earnestly did 1 pray that God would bless my efforts

God heard my prayer and enabled me to lead that young man to Christ

He has now become a Sunday School teacher. Both mother and son are happ

in this new experience.”

MANCHURIA.

(Embracing the Provinces of Fengtien, Kirin, and Heilungchiang

Population, 25,000,000.

Circulation

1931

1930

David M'Gavin, Tientsin.

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total

149,210 149.210

50 205 124,900 125.1s

Increase 2-1"

MANCHURIA, like all other parts of Chm

has not been without its share of son- A

during 1931. In very many districts rob!"

and bandits have ravaged and plundered, causing great distn

The quarrel with Japan has dragged on for months, with m

fighting, and losses on both sides. The troops are at war "

the temperature is often below zero, and the suffering "I 1

wounded is intense. When will a righteous and lasting peace * 1

to this distracted land ?

THE most northerly province, HeilungD

'

has recently been the refuge land of >

of thousands of Chinese who fled from t '•

itself in despair over the ceaseless fighting and the uncertainu
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Koreator 1931

; i vs of voluntary evangelism each year. It is a church with vitality,

iiu l strong religious fervour and missionary enthusiasm. The
• t .i.son is that it was built from the very start on the Word of God.

A WRITER in The Missionary Review of the

World summarises thus the by-products of

Influences. Christianity in Korea where Buddhism has pre-

vailed for hundreds of years, and Christianity

jin* less than 50 years ago. “ Of Korea’s 20 millions, less than

11 in every hundred are affiliated with the Christian .Church.

.1 the Head of the Department of Religions in the Government
- ntly said that Christianity operates 82 per cent, of the Church

in mis, 90 per cent, of the Sunday Schools, 87 per cent, of the

1. cs of religious worship, and enrols 85 p.er cent, of all the

ions workers. Christianity preserved and made popular the

in vi- Korean script which the old type scholars looked upon as

easy for a learned man. Christianity brought to Korea the

1 school for girls, and at present maintains the only college for

Is Christianity established the first modern school for boys in

i.-.i, Christianity has made it possible for the women of Korea
I '< freed from the prison of the inner yard of the home. Chris-

mtv is the leader in the fight against the evils of drink, social

.
intemperance. Christianity is the religion that does things.”

AUR three colporteurs and our Bible woman have
•‘>"11 by the ^ some interesting notes to give:

—"Last year in
* >rd. the county of Poochun I met a man named Yi Whang

Wi, whom I found to be an ardent disciple of Confucius.
1 I asked him to buy a Gospel he was very impolite, but after much

*• li>- look a copy. This spring I called at his house, and found that he
"•< mne a Christian. At first, he told me, his family were al! opposed

: >i. fiut now nearly all of them attend church.”

" TN the same county, in the village of Oclmng, a place
>11 Rudeness where there is neither church nor school, and the
I tuth. people are very ignorant, I succeeded in leading one

man to Christ. His name is Moon Hyung Sook. At
' very rudely refused to have anything to do with Christianity,which
l was not a religion for Koreans. I talked to him of the Love of God
•ird to all the world, and after a time he became interested. Before
be had not only bought a Gospel, but expressed himself as intending
"me a Christian. He has given up drinking and the worship of idols

learning the true doctrine. I am praying that this will be the means
"mg a church started in the village.”

. " TN Seoul I met a young man named Yang Chai Seung,

r

'
r.lTect 0! * who professed to be an infidel. He was very

abusive and said he would have nothing to do with

religion. I quoted some verses of Scripture to him
! '•cnied to have a good effect. He eventually bought a copy of each:

1 *ospels and Proverbs, and promised to read them. He has since
: lP a believer and attends church regularly.”
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for 1932 Java—Korea

JAVA.

Population, 40,000,000 (1930).

Agent:—Mr. Walter Milward, Shanghai.

1 iroulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments.

1932

1931

Portions. Total.

2,500 2,500

3,100 3,100

600Decrease

THE Scriptures in Chinese despatched from

Shanghai to Java were all consigned to

Campaign.
" Rev. A. K. De Groot, Batavia. As Secretary of

the Anti-Opium Association he is leading a gallant

: niggle to combat the evils associated with the opium traffic. It

.1 difficult task, for, though the ravages of opium smoking are

. II known to be terrible and ruinous, the business is so lucrative

,ii vested interests fight with tenacity against any interference

.ili their unholy gains. Many of our Chinese Portions have been

• Mated among these opium-addicts.

'"THE great Exhibition at Batavia drew to the capital

'inipse Converted.
A of Java over 550,000 visitors. Among these the

N.B.S.S. Gospels were circulated. It is cheering that

liim-sc are known to have been brought to Christ and have been baptized

ndt reading these Scriptures. Work is also being done in the 12 Mission

1'ituls in Java, where there arc many Chinese attendants. Mr. De Groot

, :

—
" [ do not know how to express my thanks for sending the Gospels

luiicse. We arc spreading these Portions in the streets of Batavia, and

.no helping us in our evangelistic and hospital mission work. May
lord give us many souls who come to His Cross ! We believe in the

r >>1 the Word of God and are waiting for His blessing.”

KOREA.

Population, 21,000,000 (1932).

Agent :—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

I he British and Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its Secretary for

1 i*> supervise our work, and it meets all the administration expenses.

s '

.

mi- ty pays ^200 per annum for the salaries of three colporteurs and
I hi ile woman. We, however, continue to share the expenses and labour

1 lalum work.)

ul.it ion :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1032 16 163 21,654 21,833

12 179 18,899 19,090

85

Increase 2.743





Manchuriafor 1932

were urged to present as a Christmas gift to their non-Christian friends copies

0 f the Life of Christ in Scriptural language. More than a million copies were

ordered from the Christian Literature Society. Later on it is planned to

follow up this work by having hands of Christians, under the leadership of

colporteurs, visit every village to sell Gospels and Testaments. A poster

,n two colours has been printed calling attention to the Bible, and this is

| h ing displayed in shops and public places.

/"\UR three colporteurs and the Bible woman have

A Drunkard carried on their work with steady persistence,

gaveQ, and can tell many interesting incidents :

—
" I met in

Seoul a man, about 50, who drank heavily everj. day.

I advised him to buy a Gospel and read it. In a very rude manner he said

would not, and said that he would never become a Christian. I read to

im Matthew xi. 28. This had a soothing effect on him, and after some

more words he said he would read the Book if 1 gave it to him, for he had

„„ money (which was probably true). I gave him also a copy of Proverbs.

1 luce weeks later 1 called at his house. I was warmly welcomed ;
lie insisted

,,u paying me for the Books
;
now he and his children are attending Church

oul L believe he is a Christian.”

" T MET a man, aged 35, who was a problem to his

A Prodigal Son ^ neighbours and to the police. He had a violent

Come® Home. temper, when drunk was given to fighting, was thor-

oughly untrustworthy, and was frequently in the hands

,1 the police. In vain 1 reasoned with him
;

lie only got angry, abusing the

' hnstian religion for it did not permit of Ancestor Worship. I silently

graved for guidance. I was led to read to him the story of the Prodigal Son.

I lie man drew a deep, long breath ; then with glistening eyes he said

I am the greatest sinner on earth, for 1 never helped nor served my father.

I was an only child, and beloved by my father. But when my mother died

-Inn I was 13, my father married again, and my stepmother was cruel to

,• Our home became so disagreeable that I ran away and have never been

I here since. 1 have been a bad son. Can such a man be received by God ?
'

I .insured him that it was just such sinners that God received if they truly

1 prilled and believed in Him. then he said : I will do the doctrine,

l:.- quitted Seoul ami went straight home to the village to ask his father’s

' •rgivencss and to make amends. On arriving he learned that his father

.ini stepmother had been dead lor years. He came back to Seoul with his

lull-brother, who now lives with him. They arc both changed, and are now
uicere followers of Christ.”

MANCHURIA.

i mbracing the Provinces of Fengtien, Kirin, find Heilungchiang.)

Population, 25 ,
000 ,

000 .

Agent

.

:—Mr. David M'Gavin, Tientsin.

ircnlation :

—

llibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1932 73 32 103,314 103,419

«93i 149 ,
2 x0 149,210

Decrease 45.791
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A NOTABLE event took place on 14th Sep-
A Heroic tember 1932, when the Thomas Memorial
Martyr. Church, Pyengyang, was opened. In i860 the

Rev. R. J. Thomas, a missionary to China of

the L.M.S., and an Agent of the N.B.S.S., was killed a little below
the city, when the vessel the General Sherman, on which he had
taken passage in an attempt to introduce the Scriptures into Korea,
was attacked and burned by the Koreans. His last act was to hand
a Bible to his murderer as he was run through with a spear after

leaping from the flaming ship.

FOR some years the Thomas Memorial Associa-

tion has been gathering funds to erect a

Church. Church in memory of the martyr. Help came
from far and near, and enough was at last

collected to erect the building. The General Assembly of the

Presbyterian Church was in session in Pyengyang at the time of

the opening and all the Delegates attended the service. Above the

pulpit, printed on a panel, hung the text of the first sermon Mi
Thomas ever preached

—
“ Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and

to-day, and for ever.” Pastor Oh outlined the main facts of Mi

Thomas’ life and death, and stirred all hearts to a greater con

secration to the work of spreading the Gospel of Christ.

ON the wall is a tablet gifted by the N.B.S S

with the following inscription in English,

Tablet. Chinese, and Korean :

—

To tin- Glory of God, giver of Salvation through His Son Jesus
Christ,

And in grnlcful memory of the Rev. Robert Jermain Thomas, 15 . A.,

An Agent of the National Bible Society of Scotland,
who, while introducing the Scriptures into Korea,
gave Ins life near the spot on which this Church is erected.”

This stone is placed in this Church by the Directors of the National

Bible Society of Scotland, 19.', 2.

'•
I he blood of the martyrs is the Seed of the Church.”

r
I THROUGHOUT 1932 the world-wide d<

A Hard Year. pression was severely felt in Korea. I " 1

the farming classes it was a period of grav
difficulty and anxiety. Though the crops were good, no prices wen
obtained for commodities and money for paying taxes was v<i\

scarce. Yet sales through colportage have been larger than in

1931. The sorrows of the times are leading minds to think "1

Christianity and of its great hopes and comfort.

A GREAT Forward Movement is in progress. Om •

A Forward 'rv a week for six weeks the Churches arc studying >

Movement. booklet specially prepared by a missionary on " Person .
1

Evangelism,” and a very earnest cllort is being made
to arouse the interest of every Christian. Before Christinas all the Christian"
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of the Island of Java. Occasion is taken at Fairs in various places
to set up bookstands and sell Christian literature with much success.
Hospitals for the cure of the opium habit are another very7 fruitful
field. In these Christianity is set forth, and opportunities for
reading the Scriptures are profitably utilized.

KOREA.

Population, 21,000,000 (1932).

Agent

:

—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The British and Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its Secretary for
Korea to supervise our work, and it meets all the administrative expenses.
Our Society pays £200 per annum for the salaries of three colporteurs and
one Bible woman. We, however, continue to share the expenses and labour
of translation work.)

Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1933 15 259 25,246 25,520

1932 16 163 21,654 21,833

Increase 3,687

1^OREA, like all other lands, has suffered
A Great AV severely during 1933 from the universal
Revival. depression. The excellent crops of the previous

year, because of low prices, brought little relief
to the hard pressed farmer, and 80 per cent, of the Koreans live off
the land. But in spite of all this misery, joy has entered countless
homes as the result of the great Forward Movement mentioned in
last year’s Report. Over 1,400,000 copies of a Life of Christ in
Scriptural language were distributed, and these have stimulated a
desire to possess the entire Gospels which the N.B.S.S. sell. Revival
Meetings were held in practically every church, and widespread
preaching campaigns among non-Christians were instituted. The
result is that one church with a former attendance of 80 has trebled
to 250 ; others have leaped up from 250 to 500, and new church
buildings are being planned in many quarters.

PROFESSOR C. A. CLARK, of Pyeng-Yang
Presbyterian Seminary, says :

—
“ My 41

of the Gospels. churches, with a total baptized roll of about
1000, support 5 pastors, 5 helpers, 4 colonized

preachers, and 4 Bible Women. The Men’s Bible Class enrolled
1300 in the daytime and upwards of 5000 at night. The City Class
for women enrolled 971. This grew to over 2000, and we then had
to divide it. The Women’s Bible Institute has 168 enrolled for a
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for 1933 Manchukuo (Manchuria)

suggested to her mother-in-law, with whom she lived, that the fetiches of

the house had better be removed and destroyed. This suggestion made the

mother-in-law very angry and she refused to do it. The mother-in-law

turned against the daughter, and eventually persuaded the son to send her

back to her parents' home, thereby disgracing her. Some years passed and

the mother-in-law died. The son brought his wife back to the home although

he knew that she still was a Christian. She maintained her stand for Christ,

and after a time had the joy of having her husband decide to become a

Christian too, and of seeing the household gods destroyed with his consent.

MANCHUKUO (MANCHURIA).

(Embracing the Provinces of Fengtien, Kirin, and Heilungchiang.)

Population, 25,000,000.

Agent

.

:—Mr. David McGavin, Tientsin.

Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1933 56,750 56,750

1932 73 32 103,314 103,419

Decrease 46,669

I
T is greatly to be regretted that the circulation

in Manchuria shows such a marked decrease.

Time. It is accounted for by the fact that because of

the Chinese Government’s postal embargo,

Manchuria has been closed to our Tientsin Agency throughout the

whole year, except for a small quantity of books sent in via Dairen.

As regards local conditions, Rev. C. A. Leonard, American Baptist

Mission, Harbin, reports :

—
“ The past year has been one of horrors,

seen and unseen, war, floods, banditry, murders, suicides, kid-

nappings, intrigue, injustice, uncertainty of life, and distress such

as never before has been known in this part of the world. We
rejoice that now there is some improvement. Out of the present

suffering there is sure to come improvement in Government, better

« ommunications, personal safety, peace and prosperity, resulting

m an immediate and imperative opening for Mission work hitherto

not known among the 25 million Chinese who constitute the back-

bone of Manchuria.”

TN spite of all the misery of the land the Scriptures

A Zealous introduced are bringing joy to many. Mr. Hu
8eed-Sower. Wen Huan, a most enthusiastic and earnest colporteur

who has travelled extensively all over the field, writes :

—

l'rom September on, I visited many widely scattered cities. The method
1 used was to go from door to door, speak a few words with the people, and
l hen tell them why I had come. I told them that all men ought to read this

hook, not only because it is suitable for the present days, but also because it

'peaks of former days. This Book, I told them, speaks of the One True God,
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ten weeks’ session. Every report from the country has been a joy.

Groups of converts ranging from 40 to 200 are starting up every-

where. My donkey men report that all over the field people are

clamouring for teachers to come and instruct them, for there are

so many new believers who simply must have Testaments and
Hymn Books."

r'PHE World Wide Sunday School News reports a
What a Korean ^ marked increase in the number of Vacation Bible

Lad Did. Schools. There have been 11,616 decisions for Christ.

One-third of the pupils come from heathen homes, and
over one-third of these are reported as having been led to Christ. One Korean
lad, only thirteen years of age, got together five boys and had a Daily Vacation
Bible School in the home of his non-Christian parents. His report reads :

—

” Five enrolled, average attendance 4, decisions to become Christian 2,

teachers 1, expenses nothing.” When asked why he did not have his picture-

taken with the others, he said, " What have I done to be honoured in such
a way ?

”

Fruits of

Colportage.

'T'HE work of the colporteurs, by their widespread
^ circulation of the Scriptures, and especially of

the Gospels, had prepared the people for such a Forward
Movement and made it possible. The intensive col-

portage that has been carried on for a number of years has left few people,

in the more thickly populated districts at least, without some knowledge
of the life and death of Christ. To be able to report an increase in circulation

of over 6000 volumes in two years, and such two years, is very gratifying

But to know that now and then the seed sowing is producing fruit in changed

lives, and these often affecting whole villages and communities, is the crowning

satisfaction.

X/TR. KIM CHANG KYU in his report this year tells

After Many Days. of the work of five years ago still bearing fruit.

” It was in 1928,” he writes, “ that I first met a young

carpenter, who, when I spoke to him about Jesus and the Gospel, became
very angry, and insulted me before quite a group of people who had gathered

to see what the loud speaking was about. It was hard to bear it, and for

a moment I thought I would report him to the police, but the Stephen incident

came into my mind, and I controlled myself and quietly reasoned with him

Finally, lie said to me, ' You are the most stick-to-it Christian I ever met,’

and bought a Gospel. A year or so later I met him again, and greeting nu

heartily lie apologized for the way he treated me when we last met. I have

since learned that he has become a Christian, has stopped drinking, and is

attending Church regularly.”

/"ANE other incident in his report is worth mentioning
' ' He had travelled in a district where there was no

Church or School, and the people were very ignorant

One man was bitterly opposed to Christianity, or what

he had heard of it, and said to Mr. Kim :

—
" I love to

drink, and I must sacrifice at the graves of my parents.” Mr. Kim replied

that God commanded us to honour our father and our mother, and taught

him many things out of the Scriptures. The man bought a Gospel, and

later became a Christian. He has preached to his neighbours, and now
several “ houses ” attend prayer meetings in his home, for there is no Church

in or near the village.

X/f RS. CHOI continues her helpful work, and while

A Godly women in Seoul have a freedom unthought of

Bible Woman. even ten years ago, there are still many who would

not hear the Gospel message unless it were brought

to them by Bible Women. She tells us of a woman who some years ago

believed through reading a Gospel she had purchased. After a time she
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for 1934 Korea

KOREA has had an unprecedented year.

Winds, great floods, droughts, famine,

Disaster. and a bountiful harvest visited the peninsula

in various localities. In July the six southern

provinces were flooded as they never had been within the memory

of the oldest resident, 3748 houses being demolished and a third

of this number carried away. Thirty-nine thousand houses were

under water, 130,000 acres of rice lands were flooded, and to a large

extent rendered useless, and about 60 lives were lost. The damage

was estimated at 50 million yen, and the damage to the railways

ran into a million yen.

THE year 1934 marks the fiftieth anniversary

of the arrival of Protestant missionaries

Jubilee. in Korea. In Seoul the Methodists celebrated

the anniversary amidst great rejoicings, the crowds

attending the Anniversary Service were very great, and enthusiasm

ran high. During the meeting of the General Assembly in Pyen-

gyang, a public service was held in the open air on the athletic

ground of the Union Christian College, at which, it is estimated,

between 12,000 and 16,000 people were present. They listened

quietly to an address delivered by Dr. Armstrong, one of the

Secretaries of the United Church of Canada foreign Missions Board,

who was visiting Korea, which was interpreted by Mr. Cho Hui

Ryum. The procession that followed this service was said to be

two miles long, and this in a city where but a few years ago the

missionary was not welcomed and the “ doctrine ” disliked !

\

THE Churches report an adherent roll of at

o least 500,000. There are more than 4000

Progress. Protestant Churches, 2700 of them Presbyterian ;

a great General Assembly of 200 members with

every officer a Korean
;
Home Mission work is carried on for Koreans

in Japan, Manchuria, the island of Quelpart, Shanghai, Nanking,

and Siberia
;

there is a fine Foreign Mission staff with three pastors

and their families, one single woman (supported by the Women s

Societies) and three self-supporting Korean medical missionaries

in Shantung, China ;
there are 24 organized Presbyteries, three of

them in Manchuria ;
22 Prcsbyterials for women, with 661 local

Societies
; and thus within and outside of Korea, the ( hurch is

reaching forth in all directions to seek and to save the lost !

DURING these fifty years the Bible Societies

have taken their full share of the work.

Bible Societies. They were the first Societies to bring the

Gospel to bear on the Koreans. It was in

1882 that the Gospel according to St. Luke was published. The

translation of this book was begun in 1875 by Dr. John Ross and
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Java—Korea Report

" AT Nima Mura there was a Shin Shu temple reached
A Buddhist by a flight of stone steps leading to the top of
Priest Buys. the hill, up which I climbed. The priest in charge

met me and said, ‘ Did you come to bring the Scrip-
tures to me ? You are very brave to come to a Buddhist temple with
Christian Scriptures. As it is raining, won't you please come in and have
some tea and take shelter.’ At first he bought a copy of the New Testament
but afterwards changed his mind and bought the whole Bible.”

.

“ TO get to another village I had to walk about five
Scriptures of Life A miles in the rain. When I got there I found a
at a Funeral funeral was being held, and many people from the
of the Dead. lower end of the village came up to attend the ceremony.

As they passed me as I stood at the roadside I showed
them the Scriptures, and many of them purchased the Word of the Living
God on their way to the service for the dead. Later, when I visited house
by house, a young man bought three sets of the four Gospels and Acts to give
away to his friends, telling me that he used at one time to attend the Christian
Church in Osaka. Altogether 107 copies were sold in this village.”

JAVA.

Population, 41,719,524 (1933).

Agent .-—Mr. David McGavin, Shanghai.

Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions.

1934 .. 1,900
*933 • • • • • . . . 13.300

Decrease . . 11,400

At the request of Rev. H. A. C. Hildering, Soerabaya, 1900
Gospels (Chinese) were shipped from Shanghai. No word has come
as to how these Scriptures were circulated.

Total.

1,900

13.300

KOREA.

Population, 21,000,000 (1932).

Agent

:

—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

( 1 he British and Foreign Bible Society kindly allows its Secretary for
Korea to supervise the work, and it meets all administrative expenses. Our
Society pays £200 per annum for the salaries of three colporteurs and one
Bible woman. We, however, continue to share the expenses and labour of
translation work.)

Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1934 34 128 26,120 26,282

1933 15 259 25,246 25,520
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Lombok Report

his Korean assistants. In a paper read by Dr. Reynolds to the
Federal Council in September this sentence occurs " Many have
said that the work of the Bible Societies has been the greatest
single agency in the evangelization of Korea.” During these years
more than 16,000,000 copies of the Scriptures, mostly Portions,
have been put into circulation. That there has been a rich harvest
from this seed-sowing there can be no doubt. The testimonies of
missionaries, ministers, and other Christian workers magnificently
testify to this.

'T'HE workers supported by the N.B.S.S. have toiled
Death of a on much as usual. Mr. Chang Ho Keun, our
Valiant Worker. veteran colporteur, has laid down his load of books

and has passed on to his reward. He began work as
a colporteur 22 years ago, and in that time circulated a total of 1x4,035
copies of the Scriptures. He was a keen evangelist with a lot of good common
sense.

,, ]CfR - KIM CHANG KYU, another colporteur.
None other 1 x reports :

—“ Last year when I went to a village
Name.” I had the opportunity of preaching to an invalid,

forty-five years of age, who worshipped Mt. Kunja.
He did not wish to have anything to do with a * Jesus Doctrine ’ book. 1
opened the Acts of the Apostles and read to him the twelfth verse of the
fourth Chapter :

' Neither is there salvation in any other, for there is none
other name under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.’
After much conversation he said :

‘ 1 will accept your books, and may
become a Christian. His wife who was ‘ caught by an evil spirit ' used to
worship various spirits in order to get rid of her disease. Hearing by chance
that Jesus had cured many people with evil spirits, a Christian was invited
to come to instruct the family and pray with them, and upon his doing so
flic evil spirit left the wife and mother, and now the whole family attend
church."

TN another village of about 80 houses 1 was able to
The Effect of sell only 20 Gospels. One man seemed interested,
Gospel Portions. and I explained the doctrine as well as I could. He

bought a Portion. On a subsequent Sunday I attended
the church service in this village, and was glad to see my interested friend
there. He greeted me cordially, and told me that he and his family had
decided to become Christians. The new believer asked Mr. Kim to stay
with them and conduct some meetings. Mr. Kim stayed for two days, led
prayer meetings, and so preached to the non-Christians that a few Christians
were added to the little group of believers in the village."

LOMBOK.

Population, 750,000.

Agent

:

—Rev. J. W. Brill, Ampenan, Lombok.

Circulation

liiblcs. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1440 14401934
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Rev. H. A. C. Hildering, Sourabaya, writes that owing to lack
ot money in his Mission, he cannot appoint Chinese helpers to
spread the Gospel, but there are several Chinese Christians who
are very active in this voluntary service, and the above Scriptures
have been circulated in this way.

KOREA.

Population, 22,898,695 (1935).

Agent :—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The B.F.B.S. kindly allows its Secretary for Korea to supervise thework, and it meets all administrative expenses. The N.B.S.S. pavs /200
M
e
n

J

c
1

c
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f° r the salancs of t,iree colporteurs and one Bible woman The

work
)

' 10WeVcr
' continucs to share the expenses and labour of translation

Circulation :

—

1935

1934

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total

20 466 73,885 74,371
34 128 26,120 26,282

Increase 48,089

Increased

Circulation.

'T'HE increase in the circulation is mainly duex to the larger number of men assigned to
the work. The “ gain on exchange ” for two

, . , . y,
ears

> on the grant of £200 , was sufficient to
have four additional workers. The average sales per man for 1935
were 9297 Books, compared with 6570 Books per colporteur in
1934. The result is most cheering, for no one can doubt that this
extensive seed-sowing will result in a wider harvest of souls gathered
into the ever-growing Christian Church.

. „ I/^OREA has been prosperous beyond mostA Prosperous i-V other places. The farmers, who form
Country. about 80 per cent of the population, have been

receiving good prices for their rice; this has
increased their purchasing power, and has enabled not a few to
make partial repay ment of their outstanding debts. More money
is in circulation, and trade figures are rapidly climbing. Statistics
of Church membership and of Church activities reveal a decided
increase The reduction of the selling price of the Gospel Portions
from 2-Sen to i-Sen has made colportage much easier. New roads
for motor traffic also help, but the best work is still done by the
colporteurs who plod along on foot, penetrating by by-ways into
places where leisurely conversations and contacts can be made
arid sales effected. Though the busy haunts of men arc not neglected’
the little villages are the more fruitful.
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THE causes of the rapid advance in the

_ Christianizing of Korea have been tabulated

the Bible. in the Report of the Findings Commission,
adopted at the close of the celebration of the

fiftieth anniversary of the American Presbyterian Mission. Their

words are very significant. (See Rev. T. Stanley Soltau in World
Dominion, April 1935, p. 120) :

—

(1)
" We record the conviction that the unique and dominant place

given to instruction in the Scriptures has been the outstanding factor

through these 50 years in the evangelization of Korea. Our commission
being to proclaim the supernatural revelation of God’s plan of salvation

from sin, and redemption through grace, the Mission believes that the

Bible should have the pre-eminent place in all our work.

(2)
" The very large development of the system of Bible Classes

and Conferences, and the short-term Bible Institute in every station,

have been a prime factor in the conservation of the Church and in its

extension.”

The expansion of the Korean Church through the emphasis

laid on the use of the Word is an example and object lesson to

all other Missions throughout the World. Would that it were

universally followed!

An Opponent Won.
pOLPORTEUR KIM CHANG KYU reports

moo whilf* wnrlrinc* in a district in which
In

1933 while working in a district in which there

were no Christians, I met a man who was much opposed
to Christianity. He had only evil to say of it. I talked with him, and finally

persuaded him to buy the' Gospels and Acts and urged him to read them
carefully. This year, when working the same district, 1 met him, and learned

that he had become a Christian, and that he and his family were regular

attenders at the nearest Church.”

An Inquirer
Finds Christ.

" A NOTHER man, also living in

of the country, seemed m<
a backward section

country, seemed more interested than
usual in what I told him of the ‘ Doctrine.’ He asked
many questions which I answered as well as I could.

He bought the four Gospels, and I left him with the feeling that I had been
sowing in good ground. Going over the same district this Spring I sought
out the man. I was delighted to hear that he had become a Christian, and
that on Sundays he, his wife, and little daughter attend the services at a
local Church.”

“ TN another district I called at a house, but the wife

A Buddhist "* of the owner said she could not buy a Gospel,

Woman now a as she was a Buddhist. I explained to her the Gospel
Christian. story as best I could, and finally sold her a set of the

Gospels. Later I learned that she had discussed with
her brother what I had told her, and had read the Gospels, with the result

that she had become a Christian.”
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The Absent
One Buys.

MR
„
FURUKAWA also relates the following
I* was about four in the afternoon when 1called at a house in Oncheta Mura, and was met bv

y°“ne man
> wbo enquired, ' Are you the man who

on!! o* If*
1

i

th
f
Chr

i
S
,

tian Scriptures at the village office yesterday ? I ;lllcler
,

ks
,

ln *hat ofhce
- but yesterday I was absent To-day I found

.

the clerks had copies of the Scriptures they had purchased fromyou I wish to have a copy of the whole Bible.' He was very glad t,purchase a copy of our One Yen Bible.”
y 6 to

A Good
New Start

CHOWA MURA is a village of about 150 houses built
on reclaimed land on the eastern shores of Yatsusliin

.

Sea. It is quite a new village, people having come from

r +v. • 1 r
van°us parts to settle here where the air is fresh andhealthy I think I must be the first colporteur to visit this village. There i

?
r shn

,

n
,

e b“dt in
.

this place yet, and at one house the master saidto me, I know the Bible is a wonderful Book. This is the right time for

the NewTestanS.”
^ “ **** Vlllage '‘ He SladlY bought a copy of

The Awakening
of Interest.

" T^E village wliich I visited to-day,” writes oui
colporteur, “ was about 5 miles farther nortli

from where we were staying. While I was walking
along the road a pedlar stopped me and enquired ifmy books were Christian books, for * at the house of one of my customers.'he said, I found a book called the Acts and read a few pages of it abouttwo great persons named Paul and Stephen. I was greatly moved by thestoiy of their deeds. Have you any more copies like that one ? ’ This manvery gladly purchased a New Testament.”

KOREA (CHOSEN).

Population, 22,898,695 (1935).

Agent

:

—Mr. Hugh Miller, Seoul.

(The B I'.B.S. kindly allows its Secretary for Korea to supervise the
work, and it meets all administrative expenses. The N.B.S.S. pays /mu
LTiwT11

',
1 for tlle salaries of five colporteurs and one Bible woman Tin

N.B^b S., however, continues to pay one-fifth of the expenses of translation

Circulation :

—

Bibles.

1936 16

1935 20

Testaments. Portions. Total.

417 62,360 62,793

466 73,885 74,371

Decrease . . n,57's

rT'HE rainy season of 1936 will long be rc-
A Disastrous membered in Korea as one of the most
Flood - devastating on record. The dead and injured

numbered about 1000 ; over 60,000 persons
suffered loss

; 2509 houses were washed away
; 2660 were damaged ;
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bridges were demolished
; and for several days 150,000 acres

0 f farm land lay under water. For the distressed areas the Govern-

ment undertook relief measures. Public bodies, churches, and
individuals responded, but the sufferings of women and children

especially were very great.

A VERY grave difficulty with the Govem-
ment has emerged. The Educational

or Christ P Department of the Government-General of Korea
issued an order requiring all students in schools

to attend Shinto shrines on stated occasions. Wliile it has been

riven out that old superstitions are to be rooted out, it has been

k-termined to unify the minds of the people, and to build up a

national spirit by placing in every village club-house a shrine to

t lie first Emperor of Japan, to which all must bow on entering.

It is maintained that tins is not a religious, but a patriotic, act.

Yet it is evident that, as it is now 25 years since Japan annexed
Korea, there is to be a tightening up of the State control over

. lunches and schools. Two missionaries, who were Principals of

High Schools, refused to go to these shrines with their pupils, and
tliey have been relieved of their posts by order of the Governor
•f the Province. The question is an acute one, and opinion among
missionaries is divided as to whether such homage to the first

Kinpcror in a Shinto Shrine can be regarded as consistent with
loyalty to Jesus Christ. Conferences of pastors are being held to

-insider the matter, and to decide as to future action.

MEANWHILE Christianity is advancing in

1HK Korea with marvellous rapidity. The
Cliristianity. latest statistics show that during 1936 the num-

ber of churches connected with the Presbyterian
' Lurch was increased by 185; that adherents increased from

.-3.974 to 341,700 ; and that during the past six years the Korean
1 ’iesbyterian Church has increased 75-5 per cent. The secret of

his great expansion lies in Bible teaching. Last year no fewer
Hun 178,313 individuals left their ordinary avocations to attend
1 -ix-days’ concentrated Bible Study Class

; 344,268 persons, from
!,-ibcs to grandparents, entered themselves in Sunday Schools to

Only the Bible
;
3218 folks gathered for 6 to 10 weeks, at their

•wn charges, to study in a Bible Institute
;
and 3933 people paid

"i 1 day’s wages to enrol in the Bible Correspondence Course on
1 lie New Testament, or two days’ wages to enrol in the Old Testa-
"i' iit Course. This extensive and systematic concentration on the
l ‘idy of the Word of God, along with a continued campaign in

Krsonal soul-winning, accounts for the amazing spread of the
1 luistian Church in this land that only so recently has heard the
' "jspcl . Last year more than 1000 people were dealt with personally
by the Seminary Theological students on the streets or in the
Oiapels.
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Report

THE colporteurs’ reports are full of en-

couraging incidents. Colporteur Kim
Cliang Kyu tells how in 1935 he called at a

house, the owner of which said he could not buy
a Christian book because he worshipped certain spirits, and drank
excessively. Mr. Kim talked with him, and left some Books,
passages in which he had marked. Calling this year at the sam.
house, he was warmly welcomed. The man had now a believing

mind. He bought a Testament and they had prayer together.

The change had been brought about by his reading, “ They that

be whole need not a physician, but they that axe sick ” (Matt. ix. 12)

The verse made him wonder if he could be cured of his diseases

and slavery to sin. He has trusted his soul to Christ and made
the great decision.

A YOUNG ruffian violently opposed to Christ

threatened to attack the colporteur. Mr.

Transformed. Kim tried to calm him, and defied him to hurt

him, telling him that he was not afraid of any-

thing he could do, for he believed in Psalm iii. 6,
“ I will not be

afraid of ten thousand^ of people that have set themselves against

me round about.” This spring Mr. Kim found the ruffian as quiet

as a lamb, with a desire to believe in, and to read, the New Testa

ment. After prayer with the man and his family, the man promised
that he would attend the nearby Church.

A MAN, 60 years of age, when spoken to

by the colporteur, got very angry ami

by a Gospel. said he would not believe in Jesus, for he like*

drinking better than anything else. Mr. Kim
quoted Acts xvii. 30, “ And the times of this ignorance God winked
at

;
but now commandeth all men every’ where to repent.” All

his reply was to kick the colporteur out of the place. But his

wife listened, and asked about the " Doctrine,” and bought .1

Go-pel. Later when Mr. Kim returned, the man met him at the

gate, invited him in, told liim he had decided to believe, and bought
a New Testament and Hymnal. They had prayer together, am 1

.

Mr. Kim gave them some counsel to help them in their new’ life.

Lombok

A Drunkard
Saved.

LOMBOK.

Population , 823,769 (1934).

Agcnl

:

—Rev. J. W. Bkill, Ampenan. Lombok.

Circulation :

—

1936
Bibles. Testaments. Portions. 7W

IM35 450 45*'
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several times, only one member remained on the Board throughout,
the Rev. W. D. Reynolds, D.D., who did the greater part of the
original translation, being set aside by the Southern Presbvterian
Mission for that work, on Bible Society support, for nearly five
ears. It was a happy coincidence that the work of revision was

anished in the year of Dr. Reynolds' retirement. The revised
text of both the Old and New Testaments is being set up and
liould be ready for distribution by the end of March 1938.

TN August, Mr. Hugh Miller, who had been
Retirement -1 Secretary of the Korean Agency since 1905,
ot a Faithful and Assistant from 1901 until his appointment
Worker. as Secretary, reached the age for retirement.

There were many expressions of appreciation of
he long and faithful service given to Korea by both Mr. and
Mrs. Miller. A Farewell Service was held in the Y.M.C.A.
\11ditorium on 22nd September, at which many references were
l.ule to Mr. and Mrs. Miller’s service, and gifts presented to them.

\t the close of the service, the audience retired to the Bible House
uhcre a bronze plaque of Mr. Miller was unveiled, and tea served.
1 1,1 I9th October a large gathering of their friends assembled at
ho railway station to bid them farewell as they left for America.

The New
Secretary.

Tv/TR. THOMAS HOBBS, who had been
Assistant to Mr. Miller since January 1913,

has been appointed the new Secretary for the
Agency, and in his new capacity we wish to

1 l,rd the best wishes for all his work, and we pray that much
' ssing and encouragement will be given to him by God for all
,r tasks that lie ahead of him in this great Bible Society work.

npHE Korean Church is divided on the “ Shrine
"?to A Question.” Many accept the Govemor-

Mirmes. General’s statement that attendance of scholars
at the shrines does not constitute a religious act,

t simply is an expression of patriotism. The majority, however,
1 that services are religious. Open discussion of the question
not permitted by the authorities. Several Missions are with-

1 'wing from secular educational work. The decision of the
yrcan National Churches will be far-reaching because the sphere
Japanese “ influence ” is rapidly spreading.

T]
'T'HE latest figures show that both the Pres-

il

byterian and Methodist Churches in Koreaye Christian made considerable advance during the past year,
lurch. Of the six Missions affiliated in the Federal

Council of Missions, four are Presbyterian (one
• now the United Church of Canada Mission, but the Korean
“urches are still Presbyterian) and two Methodist. The English
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"P\AY by day, summer and winter, people haw
the Scriptures brought to them for th.

first time in their fives, others are reminded
former association with Christian people .

Churches, and again and again sad hearts at.

comforted, and despairing souls have their hot .,

renewed, as the Bible Society’s colporteurs call at their doors wit
their precious Books. The prayers of all Christian friends at
asked for these faithful seed-sowers and their work for tl

evangelisation of Japan.

“ The Word of

the Lord
Endureth
Forever.”

KOREA (CHOSEN).

Population, 22,898,695 (1935).

Agent

:

—Mr. Thomas Hobbs, Seoul.

(The B.F.B.S. kindly allows its Secretary for Korea to supervise tl

work, and it meets all administrative expenses. The N.B.S.S. pays £:
per annum for the salaries of five colporteurs and one Bible woman. I

1

N.B.S.S., however, continues to pay one-fifth of the expense of transl.it 1

work.)

Circulation :

—

1937

1936

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. To!,.

34 239 43,168 43 ,
4-11

16 4 i7 62,360 62,;

Decrease

KOREA, or “ Chosen,” “ The Land of Mornii.

Calm,” is in the happy position this v>

Harvest. of having had a very good harvest, so that,

far as material things are concerned, it has he.

a prosperous year. The exact figures of the 1937 rice harvest .if

not yet known, but an estimate published at the middle of NovemL
gives the figure of 131,700,000 bushels as against 97,000,000 bust"
harvested in 1936. Japanese rule has brought many matin
benefits due to improved methods of cultivation, etc., but m
fortunately many of the farmers are heavily in debt, so that lit'!

remains after debts are paid. A great deal of the prospcriu
this region is due to the wise leadership in past years of tin

1 <'

lightened Governor-General Viscount Saito, but it is sad to re-'

that in the tragic affair of 26th February in Tokyo, he "

assassinated.

A N outstanding event of the past year w
An Y*- the completion of the revision of the Ken r

Accomplishment. Bible. The first translation of the Old Testam* r
'

in Korean was published in 1911. The Bo.u
of Translators became a Board of Revisers and the work of reviv

was started the following year. The personnel of the Board chain:*
•

'
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Church Mission shows an increase in membership of 934, and in

contributions an increase of 5,014 Yen.

THIS year a decrease is reported in the total

circulation of 19,352 volumes as compared

in^Thy Toil with that of the previous year. In 1935-30

Rejoice.” six workers were supported, but this year tin-

number was reduced to five. All of these workci

have rendered faithful service in the distribution of the Scripture-

scattering the Good Seed in the hope of it springing up and bringing

forth fruit. From the few stories that have been secured from

these workers, it may be seen that the seed sown in former ye.u -

has brought good results.

A Prayer Wins a

Follower for the

“ Jesus Doctrine.”

/COLPORTEUR KIM CHANG KYU reports

G <• several years ago I visited the country

Siheung. where the inhabitants worshipped Kunj..

Bong, a sacred mountain in the Ansan country

.

Mr. Paik, forty-five years of age, to whom I tried 1

sell Gospels, said that he worshipped Kunja-Bong and had no mind to t

and believe the Jesus Doctrine. He was very impolite and did not wan

listen to what I had to say. But I lifted my heart to God in prayer, open

the Gospel of St. John and read a few verses of the first chapter to him

manner changed, and after some more talk lie said he would buy the Gov,

and read it Last winter I visited that district again and rejoiced to find t

Mr. Paik his wife and son, and his mother, had become Christians .n

attended Church regularly. One evening I conducted a prayer meeting

Mr. Paik’s house. I sold many copies of the Gospels.finding the people nn

more willing to buy than they were on my first visit.”

The Sinner Who
Repented.

A MR. KANG, over fifty years old, living in the - -

district, also worshipped Kunja-Bong. He

only refused to buy a Gospel, but told me to go

quoted Acts xvii. 30 to him, praying in my heart i-

the Holy Spirit would influence him. After a long talk he bought a s' 1

Gospels and Acts and promised to read them. He too has become a ( ri

and with his whole family attends Church regularly.

ANOTHER Ilian to whom I preached in that dis"

was an old man named Cho He said that it '

of the Lord ” useless for an old man like him to believe in J • •

he had lived his life and would soon die. But .1

talked to him of Jesus and the way of Salvation, he became interesU>

decided to buy a Gospel. Last winter when I called again, he greet

very cordially and told me that he and his whole family had become -

tians. 1 spent the night with him, and in the evening conducted a P-

meeting, which was attended by members of five or six Christian fam

the district. When I first visited that place there was

now there arc six. On Sundays they attend Church in a distant villagi.

hold mid-week prayer meetings in one of their houses. We are prav g

soon a Church will be established in this village also.

/COLPORTEUR KIM CHUNG HYEN report*

A nream The ^ ” Last year I sold Gospels to many people who »

Interpretation. been strongly opposed to Christianity, and four p ‘
>

interpretation.
^ Gospels previousjy have become Ch

”

tians. Mr. Suh Chang Ho read the Gospels regularly for six mrmths, a •

,

the end of that period decided to believe in Jesus. Mr. Yun Ik Yang
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,i set of Gospels and Acts, put them in his bookcase and left them there. One
night, in a dream, a man appeared to him and advised him to read and believe
the little Books he had bought. So he took the Books out of his bookcase and
started to read them. At first he was not greatly impressed, but because of
the dream he had had he continued to read them. After several months he
became interested and decided to attend Church, where he could learn more
,,f the meaning. After several weeks he decided to believe in Jesus and has
become an earnest Christian. The other two men are Yi Yeng Sun and Pai
Koa Pin, both of them having bought Gospels from me years ago.”

MANCHUKUO (MANCHURIA).

(Embracing the Provinces of Fengtien, Kirin, and Heilungchiang.)

Population, 16,000,000.

Agent :—Mr. George Henderson, 59 Singapore Road, Tientsin.

Circulation :

—

Bibles. Testaments. Portions. Total.

1937 198 190 49,890 50,278
1936 22 12,850 12,872

Increase 37 .4o6

THE noise of battle rings very close to
Manchukuo, and while it has not been

Sign. affected, there is a feeling of tenseness and
uneasiness, and what the immediate future holds

•"«' this Province is unknown, for the repercussions of the conflict
hi China are bound to affect the people in this area also. In spite
•f all the turmoil, however, this Agency shows an increase in
Scripture circulation and this fact more than redeems the decrease

f last year. It is hoped that the seed sown here will bear much
!' nit, and that although many changes in the regime of Government
ire contemplated, there will still be allowed freedom for Christian
" 1 ivities to extend.

A DDITIONAL evidence is apparent of the
Now Plans. ever-increasing difficulty of maintaining

relations between the Chinese Christians of
Manchukuo and those of China. At the Annual Meeting of the
National Christian Council in Japan, it was suggested that the
Manchurian Christian Movement should no longer be united with
'lie National Christian Council of China, but have a Council of its
' ,Wn - Plans have been approved for settling one million Japanese
liouseholds in Manchukuo.

Gospels
lor Bandit
Country.

Many thanks,

n

T^\R. C. A. LEONARD of the American
Baptist Mission in one of his requests

for Gospels, writes :

—
" We have sold out all

the Gospels so kindly sent us some weeks past.

May I ask that you send another 500 copies.

Also send 500 copies to the following address. . . .
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have been using the Bible at my Temple.” Her story was an

interesting one :

—

•' I graduated from a Mission school in Tokyo and intended to marry a

Christian Pastor, but on account of disagreement between my parents and

my brothers, I was obliged to marry the priest of this Temple in my birth-

place. My married life was not happy, and six years ago my husband died

leaving me in charge of this Temple. Occasionally some monks come here

to help me, but although I live as a Buddhist nun, I am always reading the

Bible, and I believe I am a Christian. I have a Sunday School for the children

and tell them stories from the Bible.’
”

“A little child shall lead them.” *

“ At one house the mother said, ‘ Since my child has been attending a

Christian kindergarten he has changed remarkably in character. Influenced

by this fact his father, who once hated Christianity, seems now to have become

interested in it, for the other day he bought the Bulletin sold by a Salvation

Army Officer, and I found him engrossed in reading it. My boy always prays

before he cats his meals as he has been taught to do at the kindergarten,

and we are also becoming religiously inclined. His father says he too wants

to read the Book called the Bible.’ Saying this, the mother bought the four

Gospels and Acts.”

Through the preaching His Word shall be made manifest

in due time.

The foregoing excerpts must serve to illustrate the work that

our men are seeking to do. Often they are not able to see the

results of their work, as they have to pass on to other places, and

it is possible that five or six years may pass before a colporteur

comes round again to the same village, lhe seed is the word

and we can only continue to broadcast it in the confident trust

that it will bring blessing into the hearts and lives of many who

receive it.

KOREA (TYOSEN).

Population, 22,898,695 (1935).

Agent.—Mr. Thomas Hobbs, Seoul.

(The B.F.B.S. kindly allows its Secretary for Korea to supervise the

work, and it meets all administrative expenses. I lie N.B.S.b. pays /_-00

per annum for the salaries of four colporteurs and one Bible woman. the

N.B.S.S., however, continues to pay one-fifth of the expense of translation

work.)

Circulation :

—

Bibles.

1938
1937 34

Testaments. Portions. 7 otal.

288 46,033 46,968

239 43,168 43,441

Increase . . . 3,525

Joy and sorrow.

In view of the unusual conditions prevailing during the year

it is with joy we are able to report an increase in circulation ,
this

is indeed a cause for thankfulness to God. 1 he increase shown
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above serves to show that our workers have not been “ weary in
well-doing ” and that the Koreans have welcomed “ salvation also
in the time of trouble.”

The second note is one of sorrow. The two north-eastern
Provinces, North and South Kanyo, experienced in August a most
devastating flood, one of the worst recorded in the history of those
Provinces. One of the Society’s colporteurs, Kim Chung Hyun.
had a narrow escape. On the night of the flood he was sleeping

in a village where he had worked during the day, and at 3 o’clock

in the morning he left the house, not long before it was washed
away, and, wading through the water almost to his middle, safely

reached a near-by mountain. His travelling outfit and Books were
all lost. In many places along the coast wreckage of houses was
washed up on the shore, and was gathered up by the inhabitants
of near-by villages for firewood.

A Standard Bearer is called home—but the flag: still flies

!

North and South Kanyo Provinces are worked by the United
Church of Canada Mission. The Rev. D. A. Macdonald, B.A., B.D.,

who superintended the work of Colporteur Kim Chung Hyun,
passed to his reward on 3rd September, after less than a week's

illness. lie was Chairman-elect of the Federal Council of Missions,

and a few days before he was taken ill he was preparing for a

Memorial Service on Federal Council Sunday, 18th September, for

missionaries who had died during the year, never for a moment
thinking that another would conduct that service and his name
be among those remembered. Mr. Macdonald started to superintend

the work of the Bible Society colporteurs soon after his arrival in

Korea in 1912, and has been closely associated with our work ever

since. He served on the Bible Committee of Korea, and planned

to be present at its Meeting held on 20th September. Our sym-

pathies go out to Mrs. Macdonald and her two sons.

Achievement and Fulfilment.

A further step in the great task of spreading the Word has

been the publication of the New Testament in the Revised Text

in May, and the whole Bible at the middle of September. While

such an accomplishment has been made for the furtherance of Hi*

Kingdom, the reports of the workers contain items which show

that the promise of old is being fulfilled
—

“ My word shall not return

unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and

it shall prosper in the things whereto I sent it.”

The Name that bids sorrows cease ... is music and peace

in the sinner’s ears.

Colporteur Kim Chang Kyu writes :

—

" One day in 1936 I met an old gentleman named Yi and asked him to buy

some Gospels. His grandson was with him, and he advised his grandfather

not to buy some Gospels. The old gentleman at first refused, but after I
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had quoted some verses of Scripture to him, he decided to buy copies of the
four Gospels and Psalms. Last February, in visiting that same district, I

was interested in meeting the grandson again. He had been to Japan, and
while there had bought a Bible and decided to become a Christian. Now he
had returned home on account of sickness. Earnestly he preached to the
whole family and influenced both his grandparents and parents to believe in

Jesus. The family were greatly concerned because of his illness, but he com-
forted them with the words spoken by Jesus to Martha in John xi. 25. Some
weeks later he passed away and, according to his wish, was given a Christian
tuneral. A Memorial Service was held in the Church on Sunday morning,
and another service at his home on Sunday evening. His young widow
finds great comfort in reading the Bible her husband left her and has become
an earnest Christian.

" Another old man, named Chi, declined to buy Gospels because he was
ignorant, but after much persuasion bought a set of Gospels and a copy of
the Psalms. Some months later a Christian brother requested me to bring a
Bible, and a hymn book for a new believer. This 1 did, and was greatly
interested to find that the new believer was the old gentleman to whom I

had sold copies of the Scriptures months before. After 1 had had prayers
with the family, 1 asked Mr. Chi why he had decided to believe. He explained
that for a long time he had been troubled by evil spirits and that lie had read
iu the Gospels how Jesus had power over such evil spirits, and so he decided
to believe in Jesus that he might be able to overcome them too. I had a
long talk with him on this subject."

“Light of Light make us ready in this place, ear and heart
await Thy leading.”

Colporteur Kim Tai Ho reports that quite a number of people
to whom he sold Gospels last year have started to attend Church.
He tells of a girl student, named Yun, who bought Gospels from
him on the way home from school. She became a Christian, and
also influenced her father to believe in Jesus.

Colporteur Kim Chung Hyun tells of a man, Yi Chisup, who
bought a set of Gospels, and a few weeks later a New Testament.
Then his family started to attend Church, although he himself
has not yet accompanied them.

On one of his trips in a mountainous part of his field, a girl

about 16 years of age came to the house where he was staying.

She had heard of the “ Good Books ” he was selling, she said,

and had walked over from her home, two miles away, on purpose
to buy some. It was a very stormy day, which made her journey
all the more remarkable. Then Colporteur Kim tells of two very
poor men who, through reading the Scriptures, became Christians.

Their faith,” says Mr. Kim,
‘

' is as rich as they themselves are poor.”
The Biblewoman, Mrs. Yi, reports that in the field in which

she travels more than fifty people have decided to believe in Jesus
through reading the Scriptures she distributed. The main reason

given by the women she visits for not receiving the Scriptures is

their belief in spirits ; of some of them they are afraid, and from
others they believe that they will receive blessings. Mrs. Yi reads
the Scriptures to them, prays with them, and some of them she is

able to lead to the Saviour.

In this time of stress it is encouraging to find such a demand
for the Scriptures.
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porteur. For a long time the little books lay on a chest of drawers
unopened. However, the excesses of a drunken friend revealed to
him that lie too was on the downward path, and wishing to get free
from the power of drink he turned to the little books to try to
discover the source of strength that he had seen manifested in the
lives of Christians. His search of the Scriptures led him to Christ,
and now both the man and Iris wife know the secret of a truly happy
life. They confessed that they prayed someone would come from
the Bible Society to whom they could express their thanks for the
joy that had come to them in reading the little Gospels.

KOREA (TYOSEN).

Population, 22,898,695 (1935).

Agent—Mr. Thomas Hobbs, Seoul.

( 1 lie B.lvli.S. kindly allows its Secretary for Korea to supervise the work,
and it meets all administrative expenses. The N.B.S.S. pays £200 per annum
lor the salaries uf five colporteurs and one Bible woman. The N.B.S.S.
is also responsible for one-fifth of the expenses of translation work.)

Circulation :

—

Bibles.

1939 36
1938 40

Testaments. Portions. Total.

491 69,611 70,138
288 46,638 46,966

Increase 23,172

Perplexities —The Christian Challenge—“ . . . courage where the
radiance of the Cross is still revealed.”

For Korea the past year has been one of uncertainty and of
strange happenings. The summer passed without the usual rainy
season, and the oldest inhabitants say they do not remember such
a summer. Flic drought was particularly serious in the southern
provinces, the most fertile area of the peninsula, and in some of
the districts rice could not be planted. So seriously did this uliect
the people’s income that the General Assembly of the Korean
Presbyterian Church reduced its assessment for the Churches in
those Provinces by half. The poorer farmers in the southern
provinces whose crops failed were unable to get through the winter
without assistance, and a fund, sponsored by the newspapers and
encouraged by the Government, was raised to give them relief,

hollowing the lead of the General Assembly, in cutting the assess-
ment for churches in the southern provinces, the Bible Committee
of Korea reduced the price of Scripture Portions to be used in
evangelistic work in those provinces from two to one sen. Many
letters of appreciation of this action have been received at the
Bible House.
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for 1939 Korea (Tyosen)

The Korean Church has faced unusual and difficult problems.

Some of the requirements of Government officials have perplexed

and bewildered Christian Leaders. Following the injunction of the

Bible to render due loyalty and obedience to those in authority,

Korean Christians have endeavoured to be blameless and at the

same time to maintain a conscience void of offence toward God.

How difficult of accomplishment this at times has been can better

be imagined than stated. However, in spite of difficulties Church

statistics show a substantial increase, and it is gratifying also to

note that there is a substantial increase in the Bible Societies'

circulation.

A Doctor turns to Him who healed “all manner of sickness.”

“ Living in the countrv of Ichun a man—Mr. H.—was much opposed to

Christianity. Many times T talked with him before being able to persuade

him to buy Gospels. At last he bought a set of Gospels and Acts, and read

them through, taking a month to do it. He was much impressed, especially

by the miracles recorded in the Gospels. Realising that such miracles could

be performed only by the power of God, lie was led to believe in Jesus and

became a Christian. His profession is that of an old-fashioned Korean doctor

who practises acupuncture. (The use of the needle was very common in

days gone by, but now onlv those who are recognised as having qualifications

are permitted to practise.' Mr. If. is a recognised practitioner.) Since be-

coming a Christian, before performing any operation, he offers prayer to God.

and this has greatly impressed those whom he treats and their relatives and

friends. His kindly behaviour and earnest manner has enhanced his reputa-

tion, and his practice has increased. His whole family have become Christians

and attend Church regularly.”

“ I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers.”

Colporteur Kyu writes :

—

“

I sold a set of Gospels and Acts to a young

man whose mother was a sorceress, and hail been following that profession

for dO years. He took the Books home, read them, and decided to become a

Christian. Reading in the 19th Chapter of Acts of how some which used

curious arts brought their books together and burned them, the price of them

being fifty thousand pieces of silver, he thought of his mother, and said.

' The witchcraft you arc practising is doing harm and is a sin before God.

Unless you stop it 1 shall die.’ Seeing the determination of her son, the mother

decided to give up her sorcery, and burned her books, etc., which she had

used in her profession. She started to attend Church with her son and has

become an earnest Christian.”

Establishing Churches— “
. . . men of God ! The Church for you

doth wait.”

Mrs. Yi, the Bible woman, tells of how she sold Gospels to

people who have later become Christians and arc attending Church.

In a newly established Church in the Pukchung County, where

she spent a week, several women have started to attend Church.

In another village in the same county, several miles from a church,

a group of men and women, to whom she sold Gospels, said they

would like to have a church in the village. Some of them go

occasionally to the Church in the distant village, lhis is the way

that many churches have been started. Mrs. Yi reports having
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led four men, who
Christians.

occupy minor official posts, to become professing
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workers no one can tell, but they
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